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Message from the Chair: 
 
The Southeast Maricopa Regional Partnership Council recognizes the 
importance of building a sustainable Early Childhood System to ensure that 
all families have access to the diverse programs and services necessary to 
promote a child’s optimal development and health. In developing the SFY 
2013 Funding Plan, the Regional Council looked at how the basic 
infrastructure works together, appropriate scope and reach within identified 
strategies and how the changing economic systems impact children in the 
Region. The intent of the Regional Council in looking at this basic 
infrastructure was to be responsive to the varying needs of young children 
and families across the Region.   
 
To address the needs of the Southeast Maricopa Region, ensure systems 
building, and establish a continuum of supports and services for families 
with young children, Regional funding was allotted to each of the five First 
Things First Board adopted priorities: Quality, Access, and Affordability of 
Regulated Early Care and Education Settings; Supports and Services for 
Families; Building Public Awareness and Support; Professional Development 
System; and Access to Quality Health Care Coverage and Services. In 
addition to supporting each of the five First Things First priority goal areas, 
the Regional Partnership Council acknowledged the necessity of funding 
strategies that collectively build upon each other, and thus was deliberate in 
their decision-making to ensure that strategies funded within goal areas 
collaborated to achieve desired outcomes, enhanced/complemented 
Regional assets and each other, and increased regional capacity to meet the 
needs of families. Not only do the strategies build up each other within 
specific goal areas to achieve desired outcomes, the strategies in most 
instances also build upon each other across goal areas to have a true system 
impact.   
 
Our strategic direction has been guided by the Needs and Assets reports, 
specifically created for the Southeast Maricopa Region in 2008, 2010, and 
the newest 2012 report. The Needs and Assets reports, community surveys, 
and community anecdotes are vital to our continued work in building a truly 
integrated early childhood system for our young children and our overall 
future. The new 2012 report will help guide our decisions as we move 
forward for young children and their families within the Southeast Maricopa 
Region.  
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Southeast Maricopa Regional Partnership Council 

The First Things First Southeast Maricopa Regional Partnership Council is committed to meeting the 
needs of young children by providing essential services and advocating for social change. Thanks to 
our dedicated staff, volunteers, and community partners, First Things First is making a real difference 
in the lives of our youngest citizens. 
 
Thank you for your continued support, 
 

 

Dr. Julie Sallquist, Chair 
Southeast Maricopa Regional Partnership Council 
 


