FIRST THINGS FIRST

Ready for School. Set for Life.

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS UPDATE

Meetings with Arizona Congressional Delegation

FTF’s CEO and VP of government affairs recently met with the Washington, DC offices of most of the
Congressional delegation. Including: Sen. McCain, Reps. Quayle, Pastor, Schweikert, Flake, Grijalva,
and Giffords.

Briefings were provided on FTF generally and on specific strategies being funded within respective
districts.

We received invitations from several offices to provide similar briefings to district offices so that they
have a stronger awareness of FTF and community partners. FTF government affairs will coordinate
with Regional and Outreach staff on follow-up meetings in the districts.

Final Federal FY12 Budget: Highlights for Early Education

Although the bill provides less funding for discretionary programs overall — for the second
consecutive year — many education programs will actually see a boost.

Head Start will receive an additional $400 million, increasing the program’s spending to $7.98 billion
in 2012 and preserving the slots opened through an expansion of the program in the 2009 American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

Both IDEA Part C (Early Intervention Services for Infants and Toddlers) and the Child Care
Development Block Grant programs will see a lift in funding, with increases of $5 million and $60
million, respectively. (The Child Care Entitlement to States, the portion of the Child Care and
Development Fund provided through mandatory spending, will supply another $2.9 billion.) IDEA
Preschool grants will remain constant at fiscal year 2011 levels.

Race to the Top is decreased from FY11 levels of $700 million to $550 million, and notably, those
funds will now be available to local educational agencies (school districts) in addition to states.
Money from this appropriation may or may not include a set-aside for early learning. This must be
determined by the Secretary.



e The Maternal Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting Program will still receive mandatory funding
of $350 million, as set forth in the healthcare reform law last year.

e One program defunded in 2011 was restored this year. Striving Readers, a competitive grant program
to improve literacy in children from birth through 12" grade, received $160 million.

e On balance, the early education community can find much to be happy about in this budget,
particularly given the challenging fiscal climate in which Congress finds itself. And Congress has now
provided appropriations for all federal programs through September 30, 2012. The president
releases his fiscal year 2013 budget request in early February.

Governor’s Office - Health Policy

e FTF government affairs and children’s health policy staff recently met with the Governor’s health
care policy advisors. Don Hughes (policy advisor) and Jamie Bennett (assoc. policy advisor) provided
a briefing on recent activity on health insurance exchanges (HIX). They spoke specifically about a
mandatory component known as “Navigators” — which is a program akin to FTF’s health enrollment
strategy.

e We shared some of our experiences and general approach to the health enroliment strategy as
background. The Governor’s Office is forming a Navigators’ Work Group to help formulate a plan for
how this mandatory program could work in Arizona. FTF has been invited to join this work group —
with an initial meeting likely to be held sometime in January.

Government Affairs Implementation Team

e FTF's internal staff work group has met to begin implementing several of the key tactics outlined in
the government affairs work plan. The implementation team is a cross-divisional group with
representation from communications and outreach, tribal affairs, and regional directors.

e Several immediate priorities include articulating clear and consistent guidelines for government
relations activity by regional council members and staff; developing new localized/standardized
materials for use by regional council members and staff (focusing on 2012 needs and assets fact
sheets); creating an e-communication tool that provides information to regional council members
and staff on a regular basis; and developing a more robust internal tracking and reporting system for
contact with legislators at the regional and state level.
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