02-19-2013 PNL (Attachment 07)

FIRST THINGS FIRST

Ready for School. Set for Life.
AGENDA ITEM: Regional Director Report
BACKGROUND: Monthly Directors Report provides The Regional Director an opportunity to
inform the Regional Council on current and upcoming activities happening

within the Regional and throughout the State.

RECOMMENDATION: No Recommendation
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Regional Director Report
FIRST THINGS FIRST
Pinal Regional Partnership Council Ready for School. Set for Life.

February 2013
Regional

February is Oral Health Month

e Sun Life Health Center’s New Mobile Oral Health Unit Brings Preventive Dental Care to More of
Pinal County’s Kids Birth to 5 (Press Release)

e Handout is included in the Regional Councils Gray Folder - Mobile Oral Health Unit Release

e Leave Behinds

Regional Presentations to State Board

e February 27th 1:30 to 4:30 pm in Globe, Gila County Courthouse Hearing Room 1400 East Ash
Street, Globe, Arizona 85501

e This is a great opportunity to present to Board Members on regional priorities and future plans —
we will have an entire 20 minutes

Updated Parent Guide to First Things First Funded Programs in the Pinal Region
e Handout is included in the Regional Councils Gray Folder - Parent Guide Pinal 2012
Pinal Diaper Drive

e The Family support Coalition of Pinal County invites you to become involved in our 2nd annual
Pinal Diaper Drive!
e Handout is included in the Regional Councils Gray Folder - One Baby Got Change Flyer 2013

9" Annual Resource Roundup - Save the Date

e June 7th, 2013 — Casa Grande Arizona

e The Pinal Regional Council will be sponsoring this event at $1,000

e Handout is included in the Regional Councils Gray Folder - 9th Annual Resource Roundup Save
the Date

System Building Discussion

e Context - Changing the political environment that surrounds the system and affects its success
Components - Establishing high-performing and quality programs and services

Connections - Creating strong and effective linkage across the system

Infrastructure - Developing the supports the system needs to function effectively and with
quality

Scale - Ensuring the system is comprehensive and works for all children
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State

Quality First Public Launch

Website launch: Week of August 12th!

Please Note: Public star ratings on the website will include programs enrolled before July 1,
2011 on their 3rd assessment; and programs enrolled after that date will be posted on their 2nd
assessment. Additionally, there are programs that have opted to post their star rating even if
they are not in the public assessment cycle.

Providers’ Marketing Toolkit: the toolkit is meant to be a resource for providers interested in
marketing their participation in Quality First to families and consumers. Goal is to have the
marketing toolkit to providers in advance of the August launch date.

Quality First Child Care Scholarships

To ensure First Things First funds are used most efficiently and children in need have access to
early care and education, Valley of the Sun United Way (Grant Partner) continually analyze
utilization of Quality First Child Care Scholarships and expenditures. The most recent analysis
shows that remaining funds for the Pinal Region will be $933,288. To address this, Valley of the
Sun United Way has developed a plan to allocate additional scholarships to providers.

All providers that are currently enrolled are receiving additional scholarships for the remainder
of SFY2013 throughout SFY2014. The Quality First centers and homes that are currently pending
and in application status will also receive additional scholarships through the remainder of
SFY2013 throughout SFY2014.

T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood® ARIZONA Report

Since 2009, the Association for Supportive Child Care (ASCC), through funding from First Things
First, has operated T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood® ARIZONA and has awarded scholarships to
approximately 700 scholars working in early care and education settings who are completing
course work in early childhood education. The target population for T.E.A.C.H. scholarships are
early childhood professionals working in licensed and regulated center-based early care and
education programs and family child care homes participating in Quality First, Arizona’s Quality
Rating and Improvement System (QRIS). The Quality First model includes provision for two
T.E.A.C.H. ARIZONA scholarships per early care and education center and one scholarship per
family child care home. First Thing First Regional Partnership Councils may also elect to fund
additional T.E.A.C.H. scholarships for those individuals not working in Quality First settings.

After three years of implementation of the T.E.A.C.H. project in Arizona, with results that did not
reach expected target service units and with significantly lower expenditures than budgeted, the
First Things First state board directed staff to analyze the research and data and examine the
efficacy, compatibility and suitability of the T.E.A.C.H. model and its connections within Quality
First and the larger statewide professional development system. This report provides
information and analysis on the national and local T.E.A.C.H. model and makes
recommendations for future funding and implementation of T.E.A.C.H.

First Things First Early Childhood Summit

Phoenix Convention Center Building Strong Systems - August 25 — 27 2013 for presentation
submission — please visit: http://www.azftfsummit.com/proposal.php
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