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Family, Friends and Neighbors Strategy
La Paz/Mohave Regional Partnership Council

Strategy: Family, Friends and Neighbors

Strategy Description
Supports provided to family, friend and neighbor caregivers include training and financial resources.
Improves the quality of care and education that children receive in unregulated child care homes.

Strategy Narrative

This strategy is new to the region. It will add to the early learning continuum in the region by targeting a
population that is not yet being reached through existing strategies. It improves the quality of care and
education that children receive in unregulated child care homes.

In Arizona, home-based child care providers can legally care for four children for pay, with a maximum limit
of six children under the age of 12, including their own. For these homes, there is no licensing or
regulatory requirement; therefore, there is no mechanism or support system in place to assist these
providers in creating high-quality learning environments for the children in their care.

Evidence suggests that training provided to home-based family, friend, and neighbor caregivers can result
in positive outcomes for children. In a study including Arizona home-based providers, impact was noted in
the following areas: 1) Safety in the home environment, particularly fire safety; 2) Establishing and
maintaining a daily schedule for the children; 3) Encouraging providers to utilize the resources of their local
library; 4) Developing a written formalized child care services agreement with parents, and 5) Increased
knowledge regarding the Child and Adult Food Program.

The Family, Friend and Neighbor strategy will provide both in-home support and community-based training
in at least one Fall and one Spring training series in each of two locations in the region, one in Mohave
County and one in La Paz County, for a total of four series each year. Each training series will consist of one
session per week for 14-weeks. Components included in the model are an evidence-based curriculum,
training and practice in a group setting on how to provide a quality early learning environment, and
financial incentives to help purchase safety and quality-improvement equipment and materials.

Target Population Description

Although the number of children cared for in family, friend or neighbor care is currently unknown, it is
estimated that approximately 83% of children in the region receive care from family, friends and neighbors.
The 2010 Regional Needs and Assets Report indicated that regulated providers in the region have the
capacity to provide care for about 24% of the children ages birth through five in the region, but normally
only about 17% attend on a typical day.

The target service number for this strategy is 60 unregulated, home-based child care providers. It is
estimated that approximately 15 providers will attend each series and four series per year are planned, two
in Mohave County and two in La Paz County. The Regional Council will monitor the target service numbers
in SFY 2013 to assess if the target is appropriate for the region.
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Target Service Units FY 13 FY 14 FY 15
Number of home based providers served 60 60 60
Funding Level FY 13 FY 14 FY 15
Family, Friends & Neighbors $100,000 $100,000 $100,000

Considerations for Multi-Regional RFGAs

Purpose: Regional councils with similar strategies and programmatic intent can collaborate and release
one RFGA. In additional to cross-regional coordination, there are efficiencies for community partners to
respond to one RFGA and potential cost savings, both administrative and direct.

e Veryimportant to understand the intent up front before going with a multi-regional RFGA.

e One technical review and one review committee make the decision on total funding for the

entire service area (multiple regions).

e Review committee has representation from each region included.

e Recommendations from review committee go to each regional council for approval.

e Should a regional council reject the recommendations, this requires another review, potential
clarifications and revisions to budgets, potential to not move forward overall.




