
    

 
  
 
 

Arizona Early Childhood Development & Health Board 
 

Northeast Maricopa Regional Partnership Council  
March 12, 2013-Draft Meeting Minutes 

 
Welcome and Call to Order 
The regular meeting of the First Things First Northeast Maricopa Regional Partnership Council was held on March 
12, 2013 at the Fort McDowell Early Childhood Education Center, 16708 North Fort McDowell Rd, Fort McDowell, 
AZ 85264. 
 
Chair VanMaanen called the meeting to order at 4:04 p.m., and welcomed everyone in attendance.  
 
Members Present 
Chair Patricia VanMaanen, Vice Chair Marie Raymond, Joanne Meehan (telephonic), Jenny Stahl, Stu Turgel, Dana 
Vela (telephonic) 
 
Member Absent 
Ron Henry and Mary Permoda 
 
Members of the Public 
There were 7 members of the public present. 
 
Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes of January 9, 2013 and Special Meeting Minutes of February 25, 2013 
Council Member Turgel moved to accept the January 9, 2013 regular meeting minutes. Council Member Stahl 
seconded the motion, and it was approved unanimously. 
 
Council Member Turgel moved to accept the February 25, 2013 special meeting minutes. Vice Chair Raymond 
seconded the motion, and it was approved unanimously. 
 
Ft. McDowell Yavapai Nation Home Visitation Presentation 
Cathy Quintana, Program Director of the Ft. McDowell Yavapai Nation Home Visitation Program, presented to the 
Regional Council their “Save the Children” Home Visitation program.  She introduced parents and children who 
were active participants in the program, who each gave a personal story involving the program and its benefits to 
the families.  
 
A Conversation with First Things First CEO 
First Things First CEO Rhian Allvin provided the Regional Council updates from the State level.  Ms. Allvin included 
in her discussion Research and Evaluation updates, including information on a statewide kindergarten 
development inventory.  Ms. Allvin also updated the Regional Council on a First Things First Task Force on Public 
and Private Partnerships that has convened to provide guidance in seeking funding from other sources in the 
future. 
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Ms. Allvin updated the Regional Council on the First Things First budget and carry forward mentioning that the 
State Board received an in-depth review of the budget and carry forward on funding plans for each Regional 
Council.   
 
Ms. Allvin discussed Quality First and simplifying the model and potential changes, as well as an appropriate 
alignment of Pre-K and Quality First.  Ms. Allvin said in the near future she would be sending a draft to the Regional 
Council members for input.  
 
Ms. Allvin’s final update was on the First Things First Regional Boundaries Task Force.  She explained that by 
statute every two years the First Things First boundaries must be reevaluated and at the Task Force’s last meeting 
a recommendation was made to consolidate Maricopa/Phoenix Regions from eight regions to six regions, and 
consolidation of some of the Pima regions as well.  Ms. Allvin announced that there will be a meeting for the 
possibly affected Regional Councils to receive their input.  The draft recommendations will be made available on 
the First Things First website for public input.  On May 7, 2013 the Task Force will reconvene and review all 
comments and make a final recommendation to the State Board.   
 
Needs and Assets Vendor Selection 
The Regional Partnership Council reviewed and discussed with Senior Director Wendy Sabatini the Needs and 
Assets information provided to them on qualified vendors.  Council Member Turgel motioned for the Regional 
Partnership Council to select the U of A – Norton School to provide the Needs and Assets Report for the upcoming 
year.   Council Member Stahl seconded the motion, and it was approved unanimously. 
 
**Quorum was lost after the approved vote due to technology difficulties from 5:07 pm to 5:11 pm.  No agenda 
items or discussion took place during the non-quorum period. ** 
 
Staff Updates 

• Community Outreach Coordinator Tina Oluyi gave an update about Outreach activities in the Northeast 
Maricopa Region for January and February.  Ms. Oluyi informed the Regional Council of her activities and 
some feedback from the Region’s Community members, which included a Quality First participant that 
has noticed an increase in service and the positive impact it was having on students and their families.  St. 
Mary’s Food Bank is providing meals to children in after school programs in community centers.    Ms. 
Oluyi also attended a Fountain Hills School District Health Council Meeting and announced they would be 
holding classes for parents on appropriate eating habits for children.  Ms. Oluyi’s final announcement 
involved her tour of the Family Resource Center in Mesa.  Ms. Oluyi learned that even though the Center 
is in Mesa, they assist families from the Scottsdale area as well.  Ms. Oluyi reviewed an attachment 
including her current and future visits in the community.  

• Senior Director Wendy Sabatini updated the Regional Council on the January 23, 2013 State Board 
meeting as well as indicators and benchmarks.  Ms. Sabatini included attachments for the updates.  Ms. 
Sabatini asked Members of the Regional Council to please consider being a part of the Maricopa/Phoenix 
Benchmark setting discussions.  Member Stahl and Vice Chair Raymond said they would be willing to 
participate.   

 
Council Member Updates 
Chair VanMaanen announced that the First Things First State Board will be looking at discretionary funding and at 
the Chair/Vice Chair meeting there was a presentation regarding this. 
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Call to the Public 
None.  
 
Tour Early Childhood Development Center 
A tour was conducted of the Ft. McDowell Early Childhood Development Center.  The public was invited to attend 
the tour.  No discussion or Regional Council business took place on this tour.  
 
Adjourn 
There being no further business, Chair VanMaanen adjourned the meeting at 5:26 p.m. 
 
Submitted by: 
 
________________________________ 
Joel Spurlock, Administrative Assistant II 
Maricopa Region 
 
 
        
 
 
 

Approved by: 
 
 
 
       ________________________________________ 
       Patricia VanMaanen, Chair 

Northeast Maricopa Regional Partnership Council 
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