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The regular meeting of the First Things First Coconino Regional Partnership Council was held on March 22, 2010 at 4:00 
p.m.  The meeting was located at the United Way of Northern Arizona conference room, 1515 E. Cedar Ave. Suite D-1, 
Flagstaff, Arizona.   

Call to Order/Welcome 

 
Julianne Hartzell, the Chairwoman for the Coconino Regional Partnership Council, called the meeting to order at 4:06p.m. 
and welcomed all in attendance.  
 
Members Present (in person): 
Julianne Hartzell, Josh Allen, Seobaghn Arambula, Mary McLellan, Tony Gonzales, Barbara Worgess, and Noreen Sakiestewa 
 
Members Present (by phone): 
Agnes Chamberlain 
 
 Absent: 
Kerry Blume and Debbie Winlock 
 
Staff Present: 
AdiShakti Khalsa, Northeast Regional Manager, Ellen Majure, Acting Coconino Regional Coordinator  
 

Allison Mitkowski, Director of Education Innovation and Results for United Way of Northern Arizona, updated the Council on the 
Access and Affordability grant.  They currently fund 14 scholarships and six quality improvement grants.  They are developing a tight 
knit community of providers and will work with these providers individually.  Ms. Mitkowski has recruited some of the providers for 
ACES and some of the providers have contacted their legislators. 

Call to the Public 

 
Barbara Wightman, Program Manager for the First Things First Home Visiting Program at the Coconino Public Health Services 
District, updated the Council on the Healthy Families program.  They have served 43 families since May of 2009, using the national 
Healthy Families model.  The program has five home visitors.  They cannot count prenatal mothers for the First Things First grant.  
Ms. Wightman reported the following statistics for families in the program:  83 percent live below the poverty level, 77 percent 
reported that they witnessed or actually experienced domestic violence/sexual abuse as a child, 63 percent of parents reported their 
parents were alcoholics, and 60 percent have no home of their own.  One-hundred percent of these parents reported the desire to 
be better parents.  Assessments begin when children are four months of age and continue every six months thereafter.    
 
Consent Agenda 

  

Member Worgess moved to approve the Consent Agenda with changes.  Member Arambula seconded the motion.  Motion 
approved. 

Discussion and Possible Approval of the Tri-University Consortium Child Care Study 
Proposal  



Chairwoman Hartzell updated the Coconino Council on information received from Dr. Amy Kemp, First Things First Evaluation 
Director, which states that FTF the child care study proposal was received but FTF staff has requested additions and clarifications be 
completed by the tri-university consortium by March 26, 2010.  Once the child care proposal is received, it will be sent out with a 
cover letter to the Regional Partnership Councils. Member Allen explained the reason the proposal was sent back to the tri-
university consortium correlates with the concern about the sample size and the sample population. Member Allen will be providing 
feedback on the proposal from the Coconino Council’s perspective.   
           

The completed and approved Havasupai Study is confidential information and cannot be given to the public.  The Regional 
Partnership Council cannot openly discuss the contents of the report as the Havasupai Tribal Council requires the information to 
remain confidential.  The Coconino Council cannot go into executive session to discuss the report until further notice.  Coconino 
Council Members may only review the report during the meeting or at the First Things First office.  

Presentation of Approved Havasupai Assessment 

 
The Coconino Council discussed how to proceed with dissemination of the report.  Member Chamberlain explained that the report 
contains sensitive information and the Tribe is sensitive about sharing such information.  Chair Hartzell requested that the Coconino 
Council review the report only at the First Things First Office.   
 
Discussion and Possible Approval of Havasupai Strategy – Phase Two

 

  
Chair Hartzell suggested that staff move forward to determine the next steps for implementing the next phase of the Havasupai 
Strategy. 

The communications budget and various methods of community outreach were discussed.  Concerns were raised regarding the 
communication consultant position and budget, due to the lack of a specific, delineated budget relating to job duties.  Vice-chair 
Allen recommended allocating more funds to radio spots and their equivalent translations in languages appropriate to specific 
regions, such as Navajo, Spanish, etc.  Member McLellan motioned to amend the budget to reflect $20,000 placed into the media 
activities section and the removal of $15,000 for the Outreach and Awareness Coordination and that that be reconsidered if 
compelling information comes forward for the need for an Outreach and Awareness Coordinator.  Vice-Chair Allen seconded the 
motion.  Motion approved.  Carryover funds can be used to budget an Outreach and Awareness Coordinator position if required. 

Discussion and Possible Approval of Communications Strategy 

 

Chair Hartzell updated the Coconino Council on food box providers.  St. Mary’s has indicated that they would use half of the 
allocated amount to coordinate the delivery of the food boxes, which is considered an exorbitant operating cost in regards to First 
Things First conditions and requirements. 

Update on Food Box Providers and Possible Approval of Reallocation of Remaining Funds ($6,500) 

 
Member McLellan moved that the $6,500 that was previously allocated to Williams be shifted to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.  
Member Edes seconded the motion.  Motion approved. 
 
Member Sakiestewa directed staff to research whether food box providers could deliver food boxes to Hopi families and to find out 
what Hopi families are currently receiving as far as food boxes and/or food subsidies. 
 

Parenting Arizona currently serves a total of 18 families, with a new family coming into the program. They have developed a teen 
parent support group which meets weekly for a total of 13 months.  In the original proposal, 25 families were to be served.  A 
fulltime home visitor can work with 15 families in their home visiting program.  They are currently able to serve more families by 
implementing the teen parent support group. However they are still not serving 25 families.  An RFGA process is required to extend 
either of these programs which are scheduled to end in June.  

Update on Healthy Families and Parenting Arizona Home Visiting Program. 

 

Chair Hartzell introduced Ken Ithiphol and Laura Connery, the coordinators of the face-to-face survey effort for Applied Survey 
Research.  Ms. Connery informed the Coconino Council about the parent survey timeline, volunteers, training for volunteers, and the 
survey events.  The recruitment flyer for survey volunteers will be given to the Coconino Council Members.     

Update on the Needs and Assets Project 

Update on Coordination and Collaboration Strategy Possible Government to Government Agreements
Ellen Majure updated the Coconino Council regarding the meetings that took place with Northern Arizona Council of Governments 
(NACOG) and with Coconino Public Health Services District regarding their interest in entering into a government to government 
agreement to carry out the Coordination and Collaboration Project.   Both entities expressed interest in this project.  Ms. Majure 
explained how the Coordination and Collaboration Scope of Work aligns with the First Things First Standards of Practice.  The 
Coconino Council reviewed and discussed the Scope of Work.  Ms. Majure outlined a possible process for inviting governmental 

  



entities to submit proposals for this project and then the Coconino Council would review the proposals and possibly select a 
governmental entity at the next Council meeting in April. 
 
The Coconino Council directed staff to proceed with contacting governmental agencies and bringing back requests for proposals to 
be discussed and decided during the next meeting.  Coconino County and NACOG have been identified as possible entities for 
government to government contracts and Member McLellan recommended the Institute for Human Development at Northern 
Arizona University as a possible government agency.   
 
Update on Josh Allen’s new position with First Things First as Deputy Director Of Operations
Member Allen will be starting a position as Deputy Director of Operations with First Things First as of March 29, 2010 and thus must 
resign from the Council. The Council is in need of a Vice-Chair for the remainder of his term.   

  

 

Member Allen announced that the Zero to Three National Training Institute is conducting its conference on December 9, 2010.  It 
was recommended that the Council consider sponsoring scholarships for attendees who might not otherwise attend.  Member Allen 
will send out more information via email as it becomes available. 

Council Member Updates 

 
Chair Hartzell updated the Council regarding the First Things First legislative issues and the loan that has been offered to the State, 
which is currently proposed at $300 million with no interest.  The legislature has not agreed to this due to concerns regarding 
payback of the loaned funds.  The House of Representatives also has a concurrent resolution, Resolution 2039, which would seize 50 
percent of all voter-protected fund balances and all new revenues.   This concurrent resolution would supersede any voter protected 
measure for the next three years regardless of the state’s financial position. 
        

No report was given. 
Coordinator Report  

 
Next Meeting Date
The next meeting of the Coconino Regional Partnership Council will be held on Monday, April 26, 2010, at United Way of Northern 
Arizona.                                                                                                             

     

 

There being no other business, Chair Hartzell adjourned the meeting at approximately 6:22 p.m. 
Meeting Adjourned 

 
SUBMITTED BY: 
 
__________________________ 
Ellen Majure, Coconino Regional 
Coordinator 

 
       APPROVED BY: 
 
       _________________________________ 
       Julianne Hartzell, Chair 
 
 
 


