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March 5, 2012

Steven W. Lynn, Chairman

First Things First Board

4000 North Central Avenue, Suite 800
Phoenix, Arizona 85012

Dear Chairman Lynn,

The Gila River Indian Community Regional Partnership Council requests board
approval for two additional grant agreements under the Summer Transition
strategy for Blackwater Community School and Casa Blanca Community School.

e Blackwater Community School in the amount of $40,987 for SFY2012
e Casa Blanca Community School in the amount of $24,694 for SFY2012

The two additional locations, in addition to Gila Crossing Community School,
increase the children served from 35 to 105 children.

Background

Within the Gila River Indian Community there are approximately 128 four year old
pre-k slots available across programs such as Head Start, FACE, and school based
pre-k. These programs combined serve less than 42% of four year old children
living in the community. To supplement the existing Pre-K program, the Gila River
Regional Partnership Council funded the Summer Transition to Kindergarten
strategy. The Gila River Indian Community Regional Partnership Council’s Summer
Transition to Kindergarten strategy was developed to increase access to early care
and preventative health for children who have been unable to participate in high
quality early education programs prior to Kindergarten. The First Things First
Board approved the strategy and services are currently available at one location.
The Regional Council seeks approval for additional funding to expand services to
three locations. The two additional locations are outlined below.

The Gila River Regional Partnership Council has met, considered, and approved the
following grant agreements at their February 29, 2012 meeting.

The Gila River Regional Partnership Council is pleased to offer this
recommendation and is confident that children will benefit by participating in
Summer Transition to Kindergarten programs across the Gila River Indian
Community. Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

il Aok

Pricilla Foote, Chair
Gila River Indian Community Regional Partnership Council
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