FIRST THINGS FIRST

Ready for School. Set for Life.

AGENDA ITEM: Analysis of Successful 2011 Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge Grant
Applications
BACKGROUND: FTF was the lead agency in developing and submitting Arizona’s proposal for

the 2011 Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge Grant last October. Of the
37 proposals received, nine states were awarded a total of $500 million. FTF
staff analyzed the proposals from all states submitting RTT-ELL applications to
learn from successful applications and use our new knowledge to inform
recommendations for future initiatives. The analysis in the attached report
answers the following questions:

1. What were the common trends in states’ proposals? Were states that
followed those trends more likely to win the competition?

2. What, if any, innovative strategies emerged from the proposals of
competition winners?

3. What, if any, of these strategies should FTF consider for potential near
or long-term initiatives?

RECOMMENDATION: The CEO presents this report for information only.



