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FIRST THINGS FIRST

Ready for School. Set for Life.

Pinal Communications Outreach Update

The Pinal Regional Partnership Council implemented Community Outreach and
Community Awareness strategies to address the prioritized need to raise
awareness of the importance of early childhood. The strategy is part of the
statewide communications campaign. Since starting in October of 2010, the
Community Outreach Consultant has distributed important information about
First Things First, as well as information on child development, parenting and
literacy. Due to the collaborative efforts of grantees, agencies, school districts,
city/town governments and First Things First, there has been great
improvement in the ability of families to get the information and support they
need to help their children be healthy and ready to succeed in school.

Laura Devany
Parent Awareness and Community Outreach Liaison

(602) 615-8897
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COMMUNICATION UPDATE
FIRST THINGS FIRST

Pinal Regional Partnership Council Ready for School. Set for Life.

Community Outreach

Community Outreach activities in the Pinal Region have been varied and will continue to be as we gain
more partners; not just with our grantees, but others who help emphasize the vital importance of
quality early childhood education, health and development. These relationships allow us at First Things
First to spread the word to more families in our community when we work together and collaborate. In
the past few years, we have become the experts in this arena; not just for knowledge, but sources of
help and information that we are asked to share at events — health and community fairs, schools,
various political and social groups, and more. And, of course, the services our grantees provide to the
families who are in need.

Like all in the FTF family, we in Pinal work closely with our neighboring counties. Just this month we held
a cross regional meeting with Gila County to make sure there are not barriers because of county lines;
but seamless service. In April, we will share our information with our partners at an event near the San
Tan Valley/Queen Creek area. Borders are not the issue. Helping families and getting our youngest
children ready to be as successful as possible is.

Pinal will hold our next Diaper Drive in April as well as celebrate The Week of The Young Child, where at
least 10 Councils and or Boards will participate with a proclamation and even more.

Stories about two of our programs:

Kim has been working at The Little Prospector child care and preschool facility for 13 years. Thanks to
the TEACH program through First Things First funding she has been able to get a scholarship for 9 — 15
credits per year and books to forward her education in early childhood.

She has two children of her own and is grateful to be able to complete classes online at her own pace.

“Without TEACH | couldn’t afford it,” she said. “l renewed my year contract with The Little Prospector
and am allowed time to study, and when | complete it, | get a monetary reward of a raise or bonus.”

The T.E.A.C.H. (Teacher Education And Compensation Helps) Early Childhood® program is a national
comprehensive scholarship program that links education, compensation, and commitment to improving
the quality of early childhood care and education experiences for young children and their families.

Through participation in T.E.A.C.H., family child care providers, directors, assistant directors, teachers,

and assistant teachers working in licensed or regulated private, public and Tribal programs are able to
participate in 9-15 college credits of college coursework leading to their CDA (Child Development
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Associates) credential, a certificates of completion in Early Childhood Education or their Associates
degree in Early Childhood Education.

Because of TEACH, Kim can further her education and career and bring back what she is learning there
and to her own children at home.

Faviola started dating her boyfriend when she was 13; he was 14. A year later she found out she was
pregnant.

Her mom works at a hospital and brought home information about Parents as Teachers through
Arizona’s Children Association in Pinal County. Faviola had barely just given birth to her son Channing
when she said she called them from the hospital and asked someone to come over and “check us out.”

Parents as Teachers is a program funded by First Things First that gives young children stronger, more
supportive relationships with their parents through in-home services on a variety of topics including
parenting skills, early childhood development and literacy. It also connects parents with community
resources to help them better support their child’s health and early learning.

“l wanted someone to teach me how to work with him. Teach him to talk, walk; I'm helping him,”
Faviola said. “The sooner he does this stuff the better off he will be. When the lady came over she asked
about certain benchmarks and if he wasn’t doing them, she would help me.”

At seven months Channing was still not crawling.

“He would stand up; apparently he skipped that middle crawling step. He starting walking at eight
months. Now he is constantly on the move,” she said proudly.

Her coach Lindsey comes twice a month. Now Channing is on the checklist ahead of where he is
supposed to be.

Faviola is taking online classes and will probably graduate this summer.

“I think it’s nice to be advised. Sometimes there’s stuff you don’t want to talk to family members about.
Lindsey is really good with opinions,” Faviola said. “She knows what she is talking about and | trust her
opinion.”
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