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Regional School Readiness Indicator Benchmarking

The First Things First State Board established School Readiness indicators in FY2012.
In FY2013 work began to establish statewide and Regional benchmarks to evaluate
the progress towards meeting the School Readiness indicators. Special statewide
workgroups determined the best evaluation measures at a statewide level.
Regional level data will be available over the next few months.

The Gila Regional Council will be reviewing the Regional Level benchmarking data
over the next few months. Regions will be asked to set regional benchmarks using
this data and prepare a plan to present to the State Board next spring. This
attachment is provided for informational purposes only.
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School Readiness Indicators

Regional Benchmarking for the School Readiness Indicators

Achieving the mission of First Things First to ensure all young children arrive in kindergarten healthy and ready to succeed will
require more than simply funding programs and services. It will take all partners, across the state, to own a common vision for
children in Arizona and a cross-sector commitment to ensure that vision is realized.

First Things First School Readiness Indicators were chosen to reflect the effectiveness of funding strategies and collaborations built
across communities to improve the lives of children residing in the state of Arizona and improve their readiness for entering school
and subsequently their life long success.

In April 2014, Regional Partnership Councils will recommend 2020 benchmarks for prioritized indicators to the First Things First
Board. To support those discussions and the community forums that follow, the data release phases below have been set.

A phased approach was selected due to data availability as well as considerations for how to provide technical assistance for
decision-making. Data releases will include a fact sheet for each indicator which provides regional-specific data for decision-making
on benchmarks for prioritized School Readiness Indicators. Prior to Phase |, a series of three webinars will be available in March 2013
and will include: 1) overview of the School Readiness Indicators, recap of the selection of data sources, and description of the state-
level benchmarks; 2) background and assistance on interpreting tribal data; and 3) guidance in how to set benchmarks, including
data interpretation and assistance on setting attainable yet aspirational goals. Additional support materials, as well as discussion
and decision-making facilitation, will be provided throughout the process.

Data Release Phases

Phase 1: April - June, 2013

Non-Tribal Regions - Indicator 6: #/% of children entering kindergarten exiting preschool special education to regular
education

Non-Tribal Regions - Indicator 7: #/% of children ages 2-4 at a healthy weight (Body Mass Index-BMI)

Note: At the May and June meetings Amy Kemp from First Things Evaluation will participate in our meeting and assist
with facilitation of discussion regarding Benchmarking indicator #7. We should also have information on Indicator 6 as
well, although we have not identified this as a Regional Indicator

Phase 2 Tribal data which is not applicable for Gila Region.

Phase 3: August — October, 2013

All Regions — Indicator 2: #/% of children enrolled in an early care and education program with a Quality First rating of 3-
5 stars

All Regions — Indicator 3: #/% of children with special needs/rights enrolled in an inclusive early care and education
program with a Quality First rating of 3-5 stars



All Regions — Indicator 4: #/% of families that spend no more than 10% of the regional median family income on quality
care and education with a Quality First rating of 3-5 stars

Non- Tribal Regions - Indicator 8: #/% of children receiving at least six well-child visits within the first 15 months of life

Non- Tribal Regions — Indicator 10: % of families who report they are competent and confident about their ability to
support their child’s safety, health and well being

Note: At the September and October meetings a representative from First Things Evaluation will participate in our
meeting and assist with facilitation of discussion regarding Benchmarking indicator #2, 8 and 10. We will also have
information on School Readiness Indicator #3 and #4 to discuss as well.

Phase 5: TBD

All Regions - Indicator 1: #/% children demonstrating school readiness at kindergarten entry in the development
domains of social-emotional, language and literacy, cognitive, and motor and physical

All Regions — Indicator 5: % of children with newly identified developmental delays during the kindergarten year

Homework Assignments -Watch WEB Seminars

All Regional Council Members are encouraged to participate in two WEB Seminars that talk about the Regional Council’s
role in setting Regional Benchmarks. The following are the links to the two Web Seminars. These links can be accessed
using the regular internet either by clicking on the link below or typing this link into your browser. Please complete the
Webinars prior to the May 17 meeting.

Benchmark for School Readiness 2020 — General Overview

https://azftf.ilinc.com/perl/ilinc/Ims/vc launch.pl?activity id=tppcctc&user id=

Data Consideration and Decision — Making Background for Setting Regional Benchmarks

https://azftf.ilinc.com/perl/ilinc/Ims/register.pl?activity id=szcttym&user id=




