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Pinal Regional Partnership Council
Parent Education Community-Based Training
City of Apache Junction — Public Library

GRA-RC019-14-0613-01

Summary: One Government to Government Agreement. Total requested funds are $ 330,000.00

Amount
Applicant Recommen_ded Description of Program & Rationale for Council Recommendation
by the Review
Committee
City of Apache Junction — $330,000.00 Rationale: Provides Parent Education Community-Based Training to Pinal Regional

Public Library

Parents/Caregivers.

Brief Description: Apache Junction Public Library’s First Things First Fun Van
Program brings a portable early literacy learning environment to multiple locations
across Pinal County and serves over 3,300 families with children ages 0-5. The
program utilizes curriculum developed by Parents as Teachers, an Even Start
organization devoted to assisting parents in fostering optimal development in
children. The sessions focus on providing community-based early literacy instruction
to families since parents and grandparents are the first and best teachers. The Fun
Van Team visits seven primary “hubs” in Pinal County which includes the Ak-Chin
Indian Community. Over the course of previous grant years, the Fun Van locations
have increased to include faith-based and non-profit sites. To build on the success
of the Fun Van Team and to continue to reach more families in Pinal County, we are
proposing to hire additional staff and to purchase a minivan to fulfill these
obligations.

Anticipated Outcomes: The Apache Junction Public Library will continue the Fun
Van strategy, which utilizes a mobile resource van, in combination with the Parents
as Teachers research-based curriculum, for outreach services targeted at families
with children under 5. The Apache Junction Public Library will hire additional staff
and purchase a minivan to enhance the current successful strategy. The minivan
purchase will enable us to provide additional classes that we were previously unable
to teach, for example; our current classes taught in English will now also be taught in
Spanish.
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The Fun Van visits seven primary “hubs” in Pinal County (i.e. Apache Junction-Gold
Canyon; Superior-Kearny; Casa Grande-Eloy-Arizona City; Florence-Coolidge-San
Tan Valley Area; Maricopa; Oracle-San Manuel-Mammoth; and the Ak-Chin Indian
Community) and has expanded to faith-based and non-profit locations. In order to
impact as many families as possible, the Fun Van team coordinates with local
organizations. This allows us to market the program, as well as access pre-existing
networks and resources. The team brings literacy development services and
advocacy into community settings for families at risk for low literacy attainment.

e Impacts: The programs expects to service approximately 3,300 adults.

Summary Funding Information:

e Total Recommended Funding for the initial award period:
o $330,000.00 available in initial funding period
o $ 330,000.00 recommended funding for initial funding period

¢ Funding Cycle Information
o Initial Funding Period: July, 2013 — June 30, 2014
= 1% renewal period: July 1, 2014 — June 30, 2015
= 2" renewal period: July 1, 2015 — June 30, 2016
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