
 

 
 

Arizona Early Childhood Development & Health Board 
 

Hualapai Tribe Regional Partnership Council 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 

The meeting of the First Things First – Hualapai Tribe Regional Partnership Council was held on April  14
Call to Order 

th

 

, 2010 at 9:00 a.m. at Peach 
Springs School, 403 Diamond Creek Road in Peach Springs, AZ.  

Chair Imus called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m. 
 
Members present:   
Rev. Pete Imus, Sandra Irwin, Steve Condict, Penny Renfro, Helen J. Watahomigie, Cheryle Beecher, Shelly Bachison 
 
Members Absent: 
Carrie Imus, Lucille Watahomigie, Jessica Powskey, Candida Hunter 
 
 

Chair Imus welcomed new regional council member Shelly Bachison to the Hualapai Tribe Regional Partnership Council. 
Welcome New Regional Council Member 

 
 
Approval of March 10th

Member Condict moved to approve the March10
, 2010 Meeting Minutes 

th

 

, 2010 meeting minutes.  Vice Chair Irwin provided the second.  The motion 
passed by all members present. 

 

No requests from the public were made.  
Call to the Public 

 
 

Member Condict invited members to stay after the meeting to learn about a grant the school is applying for.  
Regional Partnership Council Member Announcements 

 
 

Coordinator Pascual announced the conference call was cancelled after the agenda was produced.  Regional Manager Arnold 
mentioned the conflict of interest call was canceled because there were questions raised around specific situations and were 
seeking answers from the Attorney General’s office.  There will be a presentation at the Chair/Vice Chair meeting May 6

Conflict of Interest-Follow up from Conference Call  

th

 

; following 
the meeting a conference call for the West Region will be held.   Member Condict asked what type of ad hoc group is forming for the 
First Things First vote campaign and what can members and stakeholders legally do without crossing conflict of interest lines.  
Manager Arnold stated there is a document being prepared for regional council members to articulate where the line is in terms of 
their actions as council members; there are no restrictions when acting as a private citizen. 

 
 



 

Projection of Unspent Funds - Coordinator Pascual mentioned the Finance Department took a look at all grants for First Things First 
and how they are being spent, and then projected what they felt would be spent by the end of June.  Member Condict asked if the 
unexpended funds are unencumbered.  Coordinator Pascual clarified that the unexpended funds would return to the Hualapai Tribe 
Regional Partnership Council to decide what to do with it.  Only funds actually spent by the grantees will be reimbursable.  
Coordinator Pascual added that if the current referral to the ballot, regarding First Things First, is passed by voters, then First Things 
First would be dissolved as of December 1

FY2011 Funding Timeline 

st of this year, and only grantee expenditures up to November 30th

 

 will be reimbursable.  
The loan proposal to the State is still being offered.   

Coordinator Pascual referred back to the funds projection report.  The Professional Development grantee administering T.E.A.C.H. 
has only spent administrative dollars; no scholarships have been awarded yet to staff in the Hualapai region.   Member Bachison 
stated staff is nervous about the requirement of staying an additional year after finishing the scholarship.  Coordinator Pascual 
explained that unexpended funds will become carry forward funds.   
 
Regarding the Maternal Child Health Strategy, Coordinator Pascual mentioned fiscal year 2011 funding plan, which begins July 1st, 
includes continuing the Maternal Child Health strategy. The grantee has submitted their grant renewal application, which is currently 
in review by FTF staff.  At next month’s meeting, the Regional Council will have the opportunity to review the application then 
recommend renewing the grant or not.  Coordinator Pascual will arrange to present to the Tribal Council after getting the 
recommendation from the Hualapai Tribe Regional Partnership Council.  Members of the Regional Council mentioned that the 
Hualapai Tribe General Election will occur in June, so it is important to present the grant agreement to the current Tribal Council, as 
they are more informed of First Things First and the Maternal Child Health program.  Consequently, the Regional Council agreed to 
meet, possibly via conference call, on April 29th

 

 to consider the grant renewal recommendation so that the recommendation could 
be taken to Tribal Council at Council’s meeting in May. 

Member Helen J. Watahomigie arrived at approximately 9:41 a.m. 
 
Coordinator Pascual explained the decision made by the Regional Council last month regarding the funding mechanism for the Food 
Assistance & Nutrition Strategy and using the State vendor list.  Coordinator Pascual described the current agreement with 
organizations providing hunger relief programs within the State, which guarantees the State will not be excepting new vendors to 
the list until 2014.  Currently the provider for the area is Saint Mary’s Food Bank.  Member Renfro stated one of the benefits with 
Saint Mary’s is working with Eric Wolverton on the box composition, which can be ordered specifically for the needs of the region.  
Coordinator Pascual stated Department of Economic Security (DES) holds the contract for the hunger relief programs in the area, 
and FTF will work with them to enter into negotiation with the St Mary’s Food Bank.  First Things First developed standards of 
practice for food assistance grantees, which includes the food pyramid as a guideline for food boxes and another policy strictly 
related to infants’ diets.  Coordinator Pascual mentioned that the Regional Council can be specific in the scope of work regarding the 
food and delivery.   
 
 

Lynn Bergeson, RN with the Maternal Child Health Program, provided an update for the Regional Council.  Nurse Bergeson listed the 
many activities the program has been involved with: Development evaluations by AzEIP at Head Start was great, she received a 
referral from an Indian Health Service (IHS) physician to conduct the ages and stages questionnaire, and she added that the referral 
was due to the algorithm developed, which provides a step by step when there’s a developmental concern.  Nurse Bergeson further 
mentioned that audiology evaluations took place at Head Start, they are still working on conducting Vision screenings with the 
Elementary School, Head Start and IHS, developmental evaluations for Kindergarten at Peach Springs School is encouraging, they will 
be setting up a meeting with parents to discuss education enhancements for the summer to keep the children at their present level, 
they will also do some data collection since a group of many mothers a few years ago had very good prenatal care.  Other activities 
over the last month included: ITCA/Child Dental Health presentation to New Moms on Monday and Toddlers on Tuesday, 
community collaboration with the Teen Pregnancy Prevention Program was completed; a Mother/Daughter gathering and Sobriety 
Festival are being planned, and assisted with nutrition class in Supai.  Nurse Bergeson added that when completing the grant 
renewal application, a component was going to be included that involved spending time with Havasupai on a new home visitation 
program.  Coordinator Pascual commented that in a follow up meeting with Supai, it was realized that the proposed program for 
Havasupai has more of an educational based home visitation program with an educational curriculum, unlike the focus of the 
Hualapai Maternal Child Health program which looks at the whole child centering on health, child development, and parenting 
practice.  Nurse Bergeson continued that the Maternal Child Health Advocate has continued her home visitations, worked with WIC, 
and participated in community events. 

First Things First Grantee Program Updates  



 

Member Renfro left at 10:09 a.m. 
 
 

Coordinator Pascual gave a brief update on the Needs and Assets Assessment. Applied Survey Research is moving along collecting 
data.  Coordinator Pascual continues to meet with the consultant to monitor what data they have collected so far, and provide them 
with more contact information.  A draft will be to the Regional Partnership Council for review by June.   

Progress on 2010 Regional Needs and Assets Assessment 

 
 

Coordinator Pascual reminded the Regional Council of recruitment for Regional Council Members and asked for suggestions on how 
to reach out to others that might be interested in joining the Region Partnership Council.  Chair Imus reminded Council Members 
they were encouraged to recruit for their replacement if they were not going to reapply.   

Coordinator Update 

 
Coordinator Pascual mentioned the next Chair/Vice Chair meeting will be May 6th

 

, in Mesa.  Chair Imus will be able to attend.  Vice 
Chair Irwin will check her schedule.   

Coordinator Pascual reminded the Regional Council of the conference calls that take place each Friday at noon, and during these 
calls the Executive Director gives an update on the conversations with the Legislature.  FTF is still trying to propose the no interest 
loan to be paid in full by 2017.   
 
 

The next meeting will be held at Peach Springs School at 9:00 a.m. May 12
Next Meeting 

th

 
, 2010. 

 

Chair Imus adjourned the meeting at 10:30 a.m. 
Adjourn  

 
 
 
 
Minutes NOT approved 
 
 
SUBMITTED BY: 
 
 
 
 
Della Gray, Administrative Assistant 
 
 
 
        Approved by: 
 
 
 
 
        Pete Imus, Chair 


