
April 30, 
2010

 

Dear Early Childhood Community: 

Late last night the Arizona Legislature adjourned the 2nd Regular Session of the 49th Legislature without 
accepting our offer of a $300 million no interest loan. Therefore, HCR 2001 passed during the 7th Special 
Session of the 49th Legislature, designed to eliminate First Things First and sweep tobacco revenue to 
the general fund to permanently be used at the discretion of the Legislature, will be on the ballot in 
November. 

On behalf of everyone at First Things First, I want to thank each of you for all that you have done 
throughout the past few months to share your stories and make your opinions known with elected 
officials. Please know that work was well worth it, as many of them now know how important First Things 
First is to local communities across Arizona. 

While the Legislature’s unwillingness to accept the loan offer is unfortunate, I remain confident that 
Arizona voters will reconfirm their commitment to the young children of Arizona. During the next six 
months I urge you all to continue your tireless efforts to support First Things First and the programs and 
services that deliver on the promise to children birth to five. 

I understand that a campaign committee to oppose the measure was filed with the Secretary of State this 
week and that a website will “soft launch” in the next day or two. I also understand that a formal launch 
will occur after the May 18th Special Election. First Things First cannot and will not engage in direct 
political activity. However, we encourage you to consider the following opportunities: 

1. Share the decision of the First Things First Board to oppose the measure that would eliminate 
First Things First and sweep tobacco funding to the general fund to be used at the discretion of 
the Legislature. 

2. Register people to vote. 

3. Send us stories of how FTF has impacted young children in your community. 

4. Invite candidates running for office to see First Things First funding in action in local communities. 

5. Share your personal stories with friends, families, neighbors and colleagues.   

http://www.azsos.gov/election/voterregistration.htm�
http://www.azftf.gov/Pages/WebMainPT.aspx?PageId=7D538C9315C846adB234C548CAF5DD9B�


Throughout the next six months I know various issues will arise related to our operations and continued 
funding. We will continue to provide information and answers to those questions. We are and will remain 
dedicated to fulfilling the commitment that Arizona voters made to our youngest kids. 

Warm regards, 

Rhian Evans Allvin 
Executive Director 

Contact Us: 
First Things First  
4000 N Central Ave, Ste 800, Phoenix, AZ 85012  
Phone: 602.771.5100 Fax: 602.274.6351 

Visit us online: 
www.azftf.gov 
 
Sign up for our News Alerts 
Follow us on Twitter 
Follow us on Facebook 

http://www.azftf.gov/�
http://www.azftf.gov/Pages/Subscriptions.aspx�
http://www.twitter.com/azftf�
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Phoenix-AZ/First-Things-First/439899815051�

