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FIRST THINGS FIRST

Ready for School. Set for Life.

Arizona Early Childhood Development & Health Board
Graham/Greenlee Regional Partnership Council
March 11, 2013

Call to Order
The regular meeting of the First Things First — Graham/Greenlee Regional Partnership Council was held
on March 11, 2013 at the Safford Public Library, 808 S. 7th Ave., Safford, AZ 85546.

Chair Smith called the meeting to order at approximately 1:00 p.m.

Members Present in person:
Pam Patt, Ryan Henry, JoAnn Morales, Donna McGaughey, Susan Norton, Ann Johnson, Dena Barentine,
Stacy Morris, Laurie Smith, and Richard Keith

Members Absent: Jan Elliott

First Things First Staff Present:
Shari Elkins, Graham/Greenlee Regional Director; Lacie Crandell, Graham/Greenlee Administrative
Assistant; Paulette LeBlanc, Outreach Consultant; Cindi Alva, Central East Senior Director

Public: Alexis Hansen, DES; Allison Krutsinger, Quality First Coach; Renee Hartje, Easter Seals Blake
Foundation

Call to the Public

Renee Hartje gave a short presentation on “Project Me Too”, which gives training and technical
assistance to early childhood programs that focus on ages zero to five as well as children with special
needs.

Declarations of Conflict of Interest
None

Consent Agenda
A motion to approve the minutes from the January 14, 2013 Regular Meeting was made by Member

McGaughey, seconded by Member Henry. Motion carried.

Graham/Greenlee Needs and Assets Vendor for 2014
Member Morris made the motion to select LeCroy & Milligan Associates as the Graham/Greenlee Needs
and Assets vendor for the 2014 Needs & Assets Report. Member Johnson seconded it. Motion carried.

Update from Chair/Vice Chair Meeting
Chair Laurie Smith shared with the council some of the items that were presented at the Chair/Vice
Chair Meeting held Phoenix last month. She presented on four major areas that included frontier
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funding, benchmarking that will align with kindergarten common core standards, community outreach,
and system building. She stated that the meeting was very beneficial and gave her a clearer picture of
her role.

Outreach Update
Ms. LeBlanc updated the council on the diaper drive that took place in February. She stated that we

received a lot of support and are still receiving donations. She is expecting donations for the next two to
three weeks from Freeport employees and ministerial groups. Ms. LeBlanc met with David Bell, the new
editor of the Courier newspaper, who is excited and willing to give media coverage to First Things First.
Ms. LeBlanc has an upcoming presentation on Friday March 22, 2013 with the grantees for a networking
meeting.

Director’s Report

Director Elkins gave an update on the diaper drive. She stated that they received over 5,000 diapers and
2,000 wipes. Director Elkins reminded the council that CEO Rhian Allvin would be visiting on May 13,
2013. Encouraged all council members to attend the Summit in August and concluded with presenting
the Quarter 2 official data.

Systems Building
Director Elkins continued the system building discussion from last month, sharing two documents to

enhance the council’s discussion and understanding of system building.

Next Meeting Date, Time and Location
The next regular meeting will be held on April 08, 2013 at 1:00 p.m. at the Safford Library.

Adjournment
A motion to adjourn was made by Member Patt, and seconded by Member McGaughey. Motion

carried. Meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:45 p.m.

SUBMITTED BY:

Shari Elkins,
Graham/Greenlee Regional Director
Approved:

Laurie Smith,
Graham/Greenlee Regional Partnership Council Chair
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