
ATTACHMENTS #1-2 

 
 

Phoenix South Regional Partnership Council Meeting 
July 9, 2015 

  

AGENDA ITEM 
 
Approval of Council Meeting Minutes 
 

BACKGROUND 

 
The attached amended minutes are from the Phoenix South Regional Council 
Special Meeting held telephonically on May 18, 2015 at First Things First, 4000 
North Central Avenue, Suite 800, Board Room, Phoenix, Arizona 85012. 
 
The attached minutes are from the Phoenix South Regional Council Regular 
Meeting held on June 11, 2015 at First Institutional Baptist Church, 1141 East 
Jefferson Street, Phoenix, Arizona 85034. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

 
The Regional Director presents these minutes for the Regional Council’s review 
and possible approval.   
 

     



 

 

 
ARIZONA EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT & HEALTH BOARD 

PHOENIX SOUTH REGIONAL PARTNERSHIP COUNCIL 
TELEPHONIC 

 
AMENDED Special Meeting Minutes – May 18, 2015 

 
Welcome, Call to Order & Roll Call 
A Special Telephonic Meeting of the First Things First – Arizona Early Childhood Development and Health Board, 
Phoenix South Regional Partnership Council was held on May 18, 2015 at 10:30 a.m.  The meeting was held at First 
Things First, 4000 North Central Avenue, Suite 800, Board Room, Phoenix, Arizona 85012. 
 
Vice Chair Jarvi called the meeting to order at approximately 10:34 a.m. 
 
Members PRESENT (via telephone):  Members ABSENT: 
Jessica Jarvi     Karen Stewart 
Kresta Horn     Dr. Patty Merk 
Dr. Bill Johnson 
Angie Rodgers 
Jasmine Sanchez 
Ginger Ward 
Kim Winzer 
Jeremy Wood 
 
Vice Chair Jarvi asked the Council Members if they have any conflicts of interest regarding items on this meeting’s 
agenda.  Member Ward stated she has a conflict with Item #2 Home Visitation RFGA. 
 
Vice Chair Jarvi called for a motion to enter into Executive Session at 10:36 a.m. pursuance to A.R.S. Section 38-
431.03(A)(2) to discuss agenda item #2, Recommendations on Request for Grant Application (RFGA) Awards.  
Member Ward moved to go into Executive Session.  Member Johnson seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
Member Ward recused due to conflict of interest and left the meeting at 10:38 a.m and did not return.  
 
Vice Chair Jarvi adjourned ended the Executive Session at approximately 10:49 a.m., and the Council returned to 
public session. 
 
Recommendations on Request for Grant Application (RFGA) Awards 
A. Home Visitation (FTF-MULTI-16-0554-00) 
 
Home Visitation 
Member Winzer moved to approve the Home Visitation RFGA Review Committee recommendations as discussed 
in the Executive Session and to forward the award recommendation to the First Things First Board.  Member Wood 
seconded.  A roll call vote was conducted. Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Adjourn 
There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:51 a.m. 
 
 

1  January 2015 
 



 

 

 
 
Telephone Procedures  
A speakerphone in the First Things First Board Room was used for members participating by telephone. Members 
on the telephone were identified when they spoke for the benefit of those physically present at the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted on this 11th day of June, 2015 
 
ARIZONA EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT & HEALTH BOARD 
 
Phoenix South Regional Partnership Council 
 
 
________________________________ 
Julia Chavez, Administrative Assistant 
 
 
________________________________ 
Susan Hallett, Regional Director 
 
 
________________________________ 
Karen Stewart, Chair 
 

2  January 2015 
 



 
 
 

Arizona Early Childhood Development & Health Board 
Phoenix South Regional Partnership Council 

 
Meeting Minutes – June 11, 2015 

 
Welcome, Call to Order & Roll Call 
A Regular Meeting of the First Things First – Arizona Early Childhood Development and Health Board, Phoenix South Regional 
Partnership Council was held on Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 9:00 a.m.  The meeting was held at the First Institutional Baptist Church, 
1141 East Jefferson Street, Phoenix, Arizona 85034.   
 
Chair Stewart called the meeting to order at approximately 9:05 a.m.  
 
Members PRESENT   Members ABSENT 
Karen Stewart    Kresta Horn 
Jessica Jarvi    Dr. Patty Merk 
Jeremy Wood 
Dr. Bill Johnson 
Angie Rodgers 
Jasmine Sanchez (Teleconference) 
Ginger Ward  
Kim Winzer 
 
Call to the Public 
There were no members of the public who requested to speak at this time. 
 
Approval of May 14, 2015 Regular and May 18, 2015 Special Meeting Minutes 
Member Johnson moved to approve minutes from the May 14, 2015 Regular meeting and the May 18, 2015 Special meeting, 
seconded by Member Rodgers.  Motion carried. 
 
Community Outreach 
Susana Ibarra, First Things First Community Outreach Coordinator, recognized Regional Council Members Johnson, Sanchez, Ward 
and Horn who have helped raise awareness and support for early childhood by supplying connections, attending site tours and 
scheduling training for their staff. 
 
Susana announced the FTF Champion of the Year for the Phoenix South Region who was recognized for his efforts to advocate and 
build public awareness about the importance of early childhood.  This special recognition was awarded to Eric Bucher. 
 
FY16 Strategy Updates 
Professional Development 
Director Hallett summarized the previous Professional Development strategy discussion with the Council from the May meeting.  
She reminded the Council that an RFGA was released in early March but no applications were received, and therefore no award was 
made.  She reminded the Council that $310,000 was allotted to the Professional Development strategy as part of the FY16 Funding 
Plan.  After considerable discussion, the Council decided to fund the current grantee Rio Salado College for one year, with the 
stipulation that they provide information regarding the effectiveness and outcomes of the program, continued participation in 
statewide efforts in the Professional Development arena, and include details about what is unique about their program and their 
outreach efforts.  Member Jarvi volunteered to help review the draft grant agreement. 
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Member Johnson moved to enter into a grant agreement for the Professional Development strategy for FY16 for one year with the 
existing grantee Rio Salado College for $310,000.  Member Winzer seconded.  Members Ward and Rodgers opposed.  Motion 
passed.   
 
Court Teams 
Director Hallett updated the Council on the status of the Court Teams strategy.  She mentioned that a draft grant agreement is in 
progress and anticipates it going to Maricopa County Juvenile Court next week, with a possible date start in September.  She 
thanked Member Ward for her assistance in reviewing and informing the draft grant agreement. 
 
Nutrition/Access to Healthy Food 
Director Hallett provided an update to the Council on the community activities and meetings over the past several months.  She 
mentioned in February of 2015 a group of stakeholders formed the Maricopa County Food Systems Coalition.  Director Hallett has 
attended these monthly meetings and shared the group is still very much in the forming and planning stages.  She met with Jayson 
Matthews with Valley of the Sun United Way on June 9th and updated the Council on how VSUW will be addressing their strategic 
goals related to ending hunger.  Two specific Phoenix South communities, Maryvale and Central City South have been selected for 
further attention.  Director Hallett also mentioned that she has a scheduled meeting with Dr. Jeff Smith, Superintendent of the Balsz 
Elementary School District, regarding his ideas for better integrating food and nutrition education within school settings.   
 
Director Hallett requested direction from the Council as to these continued community efforts, or a desire to move forward with a 
formal RFGA strategy to help establish connections between the food and nutrition entities and early childhood within the Phoenix 
South Region.  The Council recommended FTF proceed with an RFGA, in order to achieve sustainability with a long-term effect. 
 
FY15 Quarter 3 Grantee Data and Financial Reports 
Director Hallett updated the Council on the FY15 Quarter 3 data and financial reports for grants funded by the Phoenix South 
Region.  Member Jarvi suggested combing the reports so that expenses YTD can be assessed in comparison to actual service units 
achieved to date. 
 
FY16 Chair and Vice Chair Elections 
In accordance with the Phoenix South Governance Policy, the Council shall elect a Chairperson and Vice Chairperson among the 
appointed members to serve for FY16. 
 
Member Rodgers nominated Member Stewart to continue as the Chairperson for the Phoenix South Regional Partnership Council for 
FY16.  Member Wood seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
Member Winzer nominated Member Jarvi to continue as the Vice Chairperson for the Phoenix South Regional Partnership Council 
for FY16.  Member Rodgers seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
Regional Director’s Report 
Director Hallet reviewed the FY16 Family Resource Network and Community Awareness detailed budgets with Council Members.  
She also shared a resource listing the status of current FTF Research and Evaluation studies and activities.  Director Hallett informed 
the Council of two separate surveys they will be asked to respond to – the annual Regional Partnership Council Member survey, and 
a survey from the FTF Government and Legislative Affairs division.   
 
Director Hallett requested Committee Chair Wood and Member Johnson share an update from the Public Policy and Advocacy 
Committee and also encourage additional members to join.  Member Winzer volunteered to sit on the Committee.  Director Hallett 
also shared an article from the Exchange Magazine which spotlighted a Quality First provider in the Phoenix South region. 
 
The Council discussed their regular meeting schedule for FY16.  It was decided to keep the meetings scheduled on the 2nd Thursday 
of every month at 9:00 a.m. with the exception of not having a meeting in August.  Member Jarvi moved to adopt the same meeting 
schedule for FY16, with an exception for August.  Member Ward seconded.  Motion carried. 
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Announcements 
Member Stewart shared that First Institutional Baptist Church is doing their back-to-school bash in July and they are collecting 
school supplies for 500 backpacks. 
 
Member Winzer announced that the Arizona Town Hall will be having their meeting on June 12th and it is a very informative meeting 
to attend. 
 
Member Jarvi shared that she has taken the Regional Council survey and it only takes about 10 to 15 minutes to complete and 
encouraged members to participate. 
 
Member Sanchez announced that she accepted a position with the Maricopa County Department of Public Health in the Southwest 
region working in the oral health field. 
 
Adjournment 
There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 11:19 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted on this 9th day of July, 2015 
 
ARIZONA EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT & HEALTH BOARD 
 
Phoenix South Regional Partnership Council 
 
 
________________________________ 
Julia Chavez, Administrative Assistant 
 
 
________________________________ 
Susan Hallett, Regional Director 
 
 
________________________________ 
Karen Stewart, Chair 
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ATTACHMENT #3 

 
 

Phoenix South Regional Partnership Council Meeting 
July 9, 2015 

  

AGENDA ITEM 
 
Early Literacy Presentation 
 

BACKGROUND 

 
Dr. Aaliyah A. Samuel, Senior Director for Family Support and Literacy, at First 
Things First will address the following topics in her presentation: 

 
• National Trends 
• What do we know about Early Literacy? 
• Arizona’s Literacy Crisis 
• Early Literacy Resources 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 
The Council may wish to discuss ways in which they can continue to support the 
field of early literacy.   
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Early Literacy 
Phoenix South 

Regional Council 

Dr. Aaliyah A. Samuel 

Senior Director Family Support and Literacy  

 

 



 
 
 

Presentation Objectives 

• National Trends 

• What do we know about Early Literacy? 

• Arizona’s Literacy Crisis 

• Resources 



 
 
 

National Trends in Literacy  

• Arizona College and Career Standards 

• Kindergarten Standards 

• Mandatory 3rd Grade Retention Trends 

 



 
 
 

What we know… 
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How important is language? 
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Arizona is facing an  

early literacy crisis. 



 
 
 



 
 
 



Founding Partners 



Overview 

MISSION:  Read On Arizona is a statewide public/private partnership of agencies, 

foundations and community stakeholders who are committed to a collaborative approach to 

improving language and literacy outcomes for Arizona’s children from birth to age eight.   



• All students graduating college and career ready 
 
• All students reading at grade level by the end of 3rd grade 
 
• All students entering school ready to learn 
 

Arizona’s Goals 



 
 
 

4 Basic Components  

Literacy Table 

Listening 
Speaking  



 
 
 

Key Messages to Promote Literacy 

 
• Talk with your child and build their language skills. Encourage them to ask questions. 

• Bring your child words! Help build their vocabulary by pointing and saying the name of 
objects around them. Point out new words when reading a book for the first time. 

• Sing with your child and make up rhymes.  

• Tell stories and encourage conversation; make it interactive and fun. Parents need to 
support a strong development of home language skills so that students enter school 
prepared with the core knowledge and vocabulary in their home language that will help 
them to thrive. 

• Read aloud to your child in whatever language you’re most comfortable. Strength in a 
child’s first language is critical to their success in learning a second language.  

• Pick books that interest your child so they want you to read them again and again. 

 



 
 
 

Building Blocks 



Developing A Thriving Reader: A Continuum of Effective 
Literacy Practices 



ATTACHMENT #6 

 
 

Phoenix South Regional Partnership Council Meeting 
July 9, 2015 

  

AGENDA ITEM 
 
Public Policy and Advocacy Committee Update 
 

BACKGROUND 

 
The Phoenix South Public Policy and Advocacy Committee will share current 
ideas and activities discussed during the June Committee meeting, including 
opportunities for all Council Members to participate in this unfunded strategy 
approach, along with proposed next steps.   
 
Council Members will review minutes from the June 17, 2015 Committee 
meeting held at First Things First, 4000 North Central Avenue, Suite 800, 
Phoenix, Arizona 85012. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
For Council discussion and consideration. 
 

     



 

 
 
 

Arizona Early Childhood Development & Health Board 
Phoenix South Regional Partnership Council 

 
Public Policy and Advocacy Committee Minutes – June 17, 2015 

 
 
Welcome, Introductions, and Call to Order 
Committee Chair, Jeremy Wood called the Phoenix South Regional Partnership Council Public Policy and Advocacy Committee 
meeting to order at 9:40 a.m.   The Committee meeting was held at First Things First, 4000 North Central Avenue, 8th Floor Large 
Conference Room, Phoenix, Arizona 85012.   
 
Committee Members PRESENT    
Jeremy Wood, Committee Chair    
Kim Winzer 
Dr. Bill Johnson (arrived at 9:59 am) 

 
Introductions were held and Committee Chair Wood welcomed attendees.  
 
Call to the Public 
There were no members of the public present at the Committee meeting. 
 
Review May Meeting 
Director Hallett reviewed the May meeting notes, and she and Chair Wood provided an overview to Member Winzer on the purpose 
of the Committee and why it was formed.   
 
Committee Discussion 
The Committee discussed and shared ideas to establish priorities for this work.  Specific next steps identified include: 

• Develop a “speaker’s bureau” for the PhxS Regional Council and solicit volunteers to help; identify what the talking 
points/messages are – Susan agreed to ask Community Outreach for assistance with this 

• Challenge colleagues (Council) do one thing this year that supports childhood education and development; facilitate 
conversation about things they can do 

• Establish a Tool Kit with core messages, fact sheets, resource guides, etc. – Susan agreed to ask Community Outreach for 
assistance with this 

• Provide training for Council Members around early childhood and FTF messaging and how to incorporate story telling when 
engaging others; maybe have training at Council meeting. 

• Identify existing partners and entities that can be engaged with the Phoenix South Region, particularly those with 
connections to current Council Members 

• Identify list of specific asks/opportunities for partners and entities Council Members will be engaging 
 
Next Steps 
Director Hallett stated she will place this on July’s Council agenda and draft next steps for the Committee’s review to help set the 
stage for the conversation in July.   
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Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 11:07 a.m.  
 
ARIZONA EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT & HEALTH BOARD - Phoenix South Regional Partnership Council 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
_______________________________ ________________________    _________________________ 
Julia Chavez, Administrative Assistant  Susan Hallett, Regional Director Jeremy Wood, Committee Chair 
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