4 FIRST THINGS FIRST e i
Ready for School. Set for Life.
Meeting Minutes

#1. Call to Order/Welcome
The Regular Meeting of the First Things First Santa Cruz Regional Partnership Council was held on Monday June 02, 2014 at the San

Cayetano Elementary School, 1412 W. Frontage Road, Rio Rico, Arizona 85648. Chair William Kirkpatrick welcomed everyone and
called the meeting to order at 3:43 p.m. He welcomed and thanked Senior Director Erin Lyons. He thanked Ms. Berenice Rodriguez,
Principal, for the meeting space. He asked each member to introduce themselves, indicating their seat

Members Present

Chair William Kirkpatrick, Vice-Chair Karen Woodford, David Verdugo, Danna Gallardo, Karen Guilmette, and Erika Garcia

Members Attending Telephonically

Dr. Melisa Lunderville, Veronica Santillo, and Anna Lepa

Members Absent
None

#2. Approval of the Minutes

Chair Kirkpatrick directed everyone to the draft of the minutes of May 05, 2014 and asked if there was a motion to approve.
Member Gallardo so moved, Vice-Chair Woodford seconded the motion. Motion carried.

#3.  Call to the Public
Debbie Curley, Family Resource Center Director, provided updates on the Family Resource Center. They included a change in staff at

the Nogales Center, a location change for the Rio Rico Center and a monitoring of the Patagonia/Elgin area to best offer services to
that area.

#4. Update and Discussion: Chair and Vice Chair Leadership Forum
Chair Kirkpatrick and Vice Chair Woodford informed the Regional Council of the Leadership Conference they attended in Phoenix in

April of this year. They were provided with more in-depth information on the future allocations and the rationale for the declination.
They felt the forum provided valuable time to discuss with other regions chairs and vice-chairs the upcoming changes and possible
ways to address them. They felt it was a positive meeting.

#5 Discussion and Possible Approval: Fiscal Year 2015 Meeting Calendar
Directing everyone to Attachment 2, Chair Kirkpatrick asked everyone to consider the dates marked for meetings in SFY2015.

Member Gallardo made a motion to approve the calendar as presented, continuing meetings to be held the first Monday of the
month at 3:30 p.m. The motion was seconded by Member Guilmette. Motion carried.

#6. 2014 Regional Needs & Assets Draft Report
Chair Kirkpatrick requested that Director Padilla lead the Regional Council through the second draft of the 2014 Santa Cruz Needs

and Assets Report, submitted by the University of Arizona Norton School of Family & Consumer Sciences. Director Padilla explained
that non-census years have less new information available but Norton School was able to provide valuable new data. They were
able to update the Region’s median incomes, housing data, numbers enrolled in SNAP, Free and Reduced school meals. They added
new information on Common Core and Move On when Ready and other educational achievement information. He pointed out that
it also revealed the number of licensed childcare providers in the region dropped from 77 to 64. The total capacity of all the region’s
licensed childcare providers is 1,018. A total of 54 providers are receiving services from the Child Care Health Consultant, another



Santa Cruz region funded strategy. He advised that the final version of the report will be ready for approval at the August Regional
Council meeting. He was pleased that now most of the data is region specific rather than county specific. He requested that any
questions, comments or requests be submitted to him and he will direct them on the Norton School. There was a short discussion on
the community of Beyerville showing on their map but having no data referenced to it. Dierdre Avery, Evaluation Specialist with
Norton School, explained that they are using that reference now because when the shift comes from zip codes demographics to
census areas, that region will be needed.

#7. Regional Director’s Report

Director Padilla reviewed the attached Expenditure Report explaining the percentage of expenditures to date by each grantee. He
advised that even though the fiscal year ends on June 30th, grantees still have time to submit expenditures. He hopes that all
grantees will be close to 100% by the official close, those final numbers will be available in August. After receiving a question on the
effect of carry forward in light of the new reduced allocations; Director Padilla and Sr. Director Lyons clarified that until SFY2016,
there is no penalty. Then any carry-forward monies would be absorbed to become part of the total allocation, not an addition to.

He explained that Regional Council member recruitment has been ongoing and recommendations will be going to the State Board on
June 9"/10™. Answering the question on the definition of the Health Services Provider definition, Senior Director Lyons responded
that it would be someone supplying oral health, physical/occupational/speech/behavioral therapy to the birth to five population.
Also, someone from WIC, a dietician, or pediatrician would qualify. Member Guilmette said that she has spoken to a physical
therapist regarding member recruitment.

Director Padilla went on to explain that the Birth to Five Community Coalition was strengthening. They established three goals at
their last meeting. The organizing committee will continue to meet and address the goals. The organizing committee consists of
Child & Family Resources, University of Arizona Cooperative Extension, Mariposa Community Health Center and First Things First.

#8. Regional Council and Staff Announcements

Chair Kirkpatrick asked if anyone had announcements, Director Padilla announced that Member Lepa’s term was ending at the end
of the month and thanked her for her time, a gift and card would be presented to her tomorrow. He also reminded everyone of the
annual Summit, August 18-19, held at the Phoenix Convention Center. He reminded council members that the cost to attend is paid
for them. It provides the opportunity to share, learn and grow. Senior Director Lyons added that there would likely be a cross-
regional meeting held for the entire South East regional members on Sunday afternoon August 17", It will focus on the strategic
planning that follows in October. Administrative Assistant Susan Faubion announced that there would be no Friday 5 emailed this
week as Director Padilla would be on annual leave. She also requested 6 ounce yogurt cups, with or without lids and one dozen egg
cartons for the First Things First Celebrates the Young Child event in February 2015. Member Verdugo thanked Director Padilla for
all of the information and thanked the grantees for the work that they do.

#9. Recommended Future Agenda Items

Chair Kirkpatrick asked each member if there were any topics that they would like to see on a future agenda. There were no
requests.

#10. Meeting Reminder/Adjourn
Chair Kirkpatrick reminded everyone that the next meeting would be held on July 07, 2014 at 3:30 p.m., location to be determined.

Director Padilla mentioned that in previous years, the July meeting has been cancelled. He encouraged members to let him know if
they wanted to have a July meeting or forgo any business until August. Member Gallardo made a motion to adjourn seconded by
Vice-Chair Woodford, motion carried, the time was 4:35 p.m.

Submitted by Susan Faubion

Approved by
Dated this day of ,2014
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Letter from the Chair

sl July 22,2014
- Kirhpasick
Vi [haie - - 20 rE i &
Kt en Voo Zerd The past b years have been rewarting forthe First Things Fist Sarta

Cruz Ragional Partnerskip Councl, 2s wa dzTvered on our misslento
bud batter Ratures for young chidren and thelr famies. During the past
year, w2 have louthed many s of young chidren and thei f= .

The First Things Frsl Sznta Cruz Regiina! Padnarship Coungl wi
continue lo advocate and provide oppartunities es indicated throughout
ki3 repert.

Our strategic direction has been guided by the Naeds and Asssts reporls,
specficaly erealed for the Sznla Cruz Region n 2012 end tha new 2014
report. The Neads and Assels reperts are vial 1o owr continued work in
building a true integrated early chidhood system for our young chidren
and our averal future. The Serla Cruz Reglonal Councllwou'd Fke 1o
thank our Needs and Assets vandor, the Narlon Schoc! of Famdy end
Consumer Sclznces at the Urdarsdy of Arizona, for the'lr knowisdga,
expertize and znalysis ofthe Sznla Chuz Reglon. The new report wil hielp
guide o declsions as we move fnward for young chideen and ther
faniTss within the Santa Cnz Region.

Coing forward, the First Things First Santa Cruz Regional Partriership
Cauncit Is commited 1o meeting ths needs of young chidren by providing
essentizl senvices 2nd advacating for sodizl changa.

Verdagn

Thanks to our dedicated staff, volunteers and community parinsrs, First
Trings FirstIs making 2 real diference In the Fes of our youngest
ctizens end throughout tha erdire State,

Thank you for your cortinued support.
Sincerely,

42

WWEEam Korkpatiick, Chair

=1 Fartnanti Coonal 2014 Nesdh
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Intreductory Summary and Acknowledgments

Tha way In which chidren develop from infanty to waitunclioning members of socialy wil
ahways be a cridcal subject metler. Understanding the processes of early chidhood
developmant fs crucial to our abily to fuster each ehild's eptmal development and tus, ia fumn,
Is imdemantal o 21 aspects of wetbsing of our eommuniias, seclefy 2nd the State of Arizana,

This Needs ard Assets Repart for Lhe Santa Cruz Geagraphic Region provides a clear
slatistical analysis and he'ps us In undéistanding the needs, gaps and essels for young chidren
snd poinis 1o ways Inwhich chideen and famtes can ba supported. The reads youry chitdren
ard famiies face are outined In the excouthe summary and documented in furiher detell in tha
Rt repart,

The First Things First $2nita Cruz Regienal Pertnarship Councll reeogrizes the Imporiznce of
investing Inyouny chitdren and empowering parents, grandpsrerts, and careghers lo advocste
for senvices end programs within the reglon. This repod provides basis dzta polnis thal wid sl
the Council's dedisions and funding slecstons; whie t+lding a trve comprehensive st
eafiy chidhood system.

Acknopledomants:

The First Things First Sznta Cruz Redione Partnerstip Councl owes spedial gretiude fo lhe
agencies and key stzkeholders who particlpated In numemus vork sessTons and comemunty
forums throughout the past twn years. The sutcsss of Frst Things First was duz, inlangs
measure, 1o the contributions of numereus Bdiidue's who gave thelr time, sk3), suppod,
hritilzdge and expetise.

To the current and past members of tha Santa Cruz Reglonal Partnership Counc, your
dedication, commitment ard exdrems passion has guidzd the wark of making a diference Inthe
Eves of young chdren end famites within the region. Our continued work wil enly 2 In tha
direction of bufifing a trus comprehensive earty chidhood system for the betiemnent of young
chidren within he region and the entre Stele.

Wa &l50 wanl to thank the Arizona Deparment of Economic Seculy and the Arizona SR
Care Resource and Refemal, the Arizona Department of Hezlth Senices and tha Arzona Sta’s
Immunization kformation System, the Arizona Departmsnt of Edusztion 2nd School Distrcls
across the State of Arizona, the American Communily Survey, the Arizona Head Start
Association, the Offica of Head Start, and Hezd Start and Early Head Starl Programs zcross the
Stata of Arizona, and the Arizona Hez'th Care Cost Contzinment Syslem for the’r contribution of
dzta forthis report.

Finally, the Regional Coundl spacifeally acknowiedges parents end carcghvers, focal senvice
providers, members of the public wia have stiended Regional Councl maetings and volted
helr opinions, and 2 of the erganizations thal ar working to transform the vislen of the
Regional Couned Into concrete programs and senvices for chidren and f2miies in tha Sarda
Cruz reglon. W are pariowlarly gratehul {0 tha following focal ergankzations for thair work within
our communty, Maripasa Commundy Heath Cenler; Cochise Collega; Unhversity of Arizona
Cooperative Bdension Santa Cruz; Nogalss Unified School District; Santa Cruz Valsy Unifis
Behoo! District #35; and the Santa Cnez Courly Superintendent of Schoo's.
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fewer chitdeen Bing with Lwo parents in the regian end tha county have both parentsinthe
lsber force (23%) compered Lo the state (325},

Due to this hizher rate of economle dissdvantzge, mzny famifies in the rezion may tanafit from
public assistence progrzms. Tha numbzr of young childeen receiing Nutrition Assistance
(SNAP] benefits has increzsed in the region and county (+5%) betwezn 2030 2nd 2032, more
than z7oss the state in the s3me period {+235). Overa!l, 49 percent of yourz thildien In the
region wete receiving STAR in 2012 In the beginning of 2012, 51 parcent of young childrenin
Santa Cruz County were elsa participating In WIC, Kigher than tha state rate of 28 percent. in
$znta Cruz County in 2012, 36 percent of children undar 18 years of 2ge Faced food inszcurity,
the third highzst county rate of food Inszcunty in the state, suzgesting the nzed far eddivons!
food supports.

Compared to the rest of the stste, the Santa Cruz Region l2gs bebind in the educationz!
atteinmznt of its adults. Over onaquarter of edulis In the region (283%) don't have a high schesl
diploma or GED, comgpared to 15 parcent across the state of Arizona pversl, In 2ddition, lass
then ha'f [42%) of births in the rezion ere to mothers with mere than 2 high school dzgrea,
These factors may Emit employmznt epportunities for many In the region, and early [teracy
eppartunities for soma children.

The need for additionsl early literacy oppartunities In the region ¢zn be evidanced Ina number.
of ways. First, $2nta Cruz County 3rd graders performed less we!l thea sludents statewida in
Both the math and reading AIMS tasts, with a sfightly lower percentege of students passing in
each subject {65% math, 73% rezding) than the state (65% math, 75% reading). tn 2ddition, only
18 pereent of threa and four yazr olds in tha region zre estimated ta bz enrelfsd In an early

ly, Tess than onequarter of the |
ren ezed Birth thrauzh five are belng served inlicensed or certified
chifd care settings. Although the need for early Tearnfng opportumnitizs in the region remzins !
large, the S2nta Cruz Regiena! Partriership Council Is funding child ezre scholarships throuzh
Quztity First to address the bariler of effordability that many famties in tha reglon face, znd
homzvisitation and Family Resource Centers to promote thase eatly leaining epportunitt

{zarrlng setting, compared to 34 percent 2aoss the state. Fis

region’s pupulation of

cutside of child care settings.

While eccess to hezlth care can protlematic for the Senta Cruz Reglon with 2! of S2nta Cruz
County designzted as a “Federally Medically Undersarved Area®, and access to spacizity
irediczl znd mental health tervices dted as key needs, the region is served by a Federally
Qualified Hea!th Center with lecatons in Nogales, Rio Rico and Patzgonfa, which may help to
mzke genzrat medical end dantal esrvices more accessitle for some In the reglon.

During 2012, there were €58 births tn tha region, which continuad the downward trand from
2002, The percentzge of women In the regicn recziving early prenatal care In 2012 {71%), fell

TEFRLRETT

Executive Summary

The Santa Cruz Regionzl Pertrership Couneil supports the nezds of younz chifdren In tha Sznta
Cruz First Things First Region. The S2nta Cruz Region has mzny of the same boundaries as Santa
Caz County, with the exception that the 'p ¢ode thatinddudes the community of Amedo is
assizned to the Pima South Region, snd two 7ip codss extending Into Pima and Cochls2 County
are ase’zned the Santa Cruz Region. Tha rrajority of the popu'ation in the Santa Cruz Region
Ives in Nogales and Rio Rica.

Arcording to U.5. Census data, the Gis Region had a populztion of 47,545 In 2010, of whom
4,436 (93%) were children under the zge of ste Poth the S2nta £nuz Reglon and Santa Cruz
County have a grezter proporticn of househelds with children birth through five years of eze
(21%} than the state s a who'e {16%). Thisis primarily due to the high number of households
with chdren under six years of aze in the Noga'ss end Rig Rico zip codes; in the rest cf the
reglan, there zre ralativaly faw houscholds with young childeen.

In 20100 the S=nta Cruz Region, 74 percent of ehitdren birth te five years of 2ge were Iing
with 2t least one pzrent, with 26 percent iving Tn a single-feme'e headzd household. The region
ard county (223), and 2 But one of the zip code 2te3s in tha region, (Tumzcaceri), hada
Higher percentzze of younz renving with grandparents than the state [1432). Three zress
had a quarter ar morz of the young children in the'r communitles living with grendparents;
Patzgonia (31%2), Hoge'es (2574) and Tubag {25%),

Likg Iy due to prodimity to the barder, almuost h2H of the young childrenin the reglon and county
(453} were Iting with at lzzet enz farelzn-born parent, Higher then ths percentage ecross tha
state asa whola (283), Most af the adult population fiving in tha regian (76%) entified as
Hispzan'c ard a!most 2! (933) of tha papulztion of chi'dren 2ged birth through four fiving in tha
region were Identified as Hispanle. In contrast, two zreasin the region had rovghly three
quarters of chi'dren throuzh 2ge four identified &s White, not-Hispznle; Sonofta (775) and Elgin
(7236}, Rates of Enzuistic Isodatlen, where e adults In the homa spazk English less than very
well, were higher for the region and county {22% for both) than the state (554, 2nd h'gher still
In the Hogales area (35%). This supperts tha nacd for szevices and resources to ba availstlain
Spanish and English throughout the reglon.

tany famities across the Sznta Cruz Region face econemie challenges. The percentaza of the
population ef children sged Elrth through five living fn poverty in the $anta Cruz Pegion end
Sznta Cruz County {3734 for both) Is higker than tha stats as 2 whol2 (275). In two areasin the
reglon where estimates are availabla, this pereentage Is even higher, with 61 percent of young,
thildren Evingin poverty fn Patagenis and 51 parcent in Nogales. Unemployment rates in Santa
Cruz County and the city of Noga'es zre much hizher then the state as & who'e. In add’tion,

Fiist
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balow the stete everege (793) and the Hea'lthy People 2020 target {75%), but shosed 2n
increase since 2009. In contrast o this improvemant, the parcentaze of binths with fewer than
five prenstal care visits Increased to 165 parcent In 2012, Whi's the percent of low birth veaight
births Inereased from 2011 (6.95%} to 2012 (7.5%3), there has been a decrease overa!l from 2009
when 10 percent of births in the reglon were low birth weight bitihs. Births to teen mathers
hsve fzen somewhat sinee 2003, with 16 percent ofbirths In tha region to tean mothers in
2012, One zrea consistently mesting the Hazlthy Peopta 2020 targets and state rates, zre the
vary low numbirs of wamen reporting srmeirg during pregnancy, at only one percent in 2012,

W

The rumbar of children remaved frem their homes Between the 2zes of birth znd five hzs
decressad from 2611 to 2013, In the region (-13%) and county (-11%). This Is contrary to the
patternin the state, which has seen 2 35 percent increase In removals of youngz children
hetween the years 2081 and 2013,

The S2nia Cruz Regicn Is served by a numker of perenting educztion programs, provided ina
vatiety of settings, covering a variety of toples. In addition, f2 s throuzhout the region can
take advantzga of keme visiting programs and Family Resource Centers, which provide bothin-
home and commurity-based parent-education supports. These programs are assets In the

tegion, inaeasing the avalability and accessibility of eady literzcy supports znd programs for
famites with young chi'dren In the reglon.

White the S2nta Cruz Regicn fzces chalienges to providing comprehensive, high quality early
care and education, thildren’s hiezlth care, and suppart for families with young children due to
the diversity of its population and geographical sprezd of tha region, the Sznta Cruz Regionsl
Pastnership Coundil is commitled to the ideal that 2!l children in the Ssnta Cruz Region should
arrive at kindergarten healthy end ready to succeed. The Coundl's commitment te famity
support and early literacy sirategies Is ha'rIng to move the region closer to this geal.
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Ytheo are the families and children living In the Sznta Cruz Region?

The Santa Crez Reglon !

$znta Cruz County Is the sm23z5t county In the state of Arizonz. Stuated in the Sanoran desart
of Sautheast Arizona, S2nta Crue County spans numerous colorful vistas, 25 wall as the S2nta
Rita Mount2ins. Santa Cruz County 2nd the $znta Crur Region are hame to six communities:

logalas, Patzgonls, Rie Rico, Sonoita, E'gin, end Tubzc, Hogales s the county szat znd lsone of
tha largest ports of entry betwaen Mexdco and the Unlted States, with 2imost 50 percent of the
nzlion’s produce passing through Nogales aanuslly. The region containg many tourist '
attractions, Induding nurmetcus stata and historie pzrks which highfight the rezion's natural
beauty and rich culturat history, as we't as the vineyzrds of Sonoita end Elgin, which are known
25 "Arzonz"s Wine Country”, and the art gallerfes of Tubae, which have sttracted natlona!
acedalim.

Regionat Boundaries and Report Data

First Things First Pegional boundarizs were first estzblish=d tn 2007 2ccording to the following
guidefines:

v Theyshou'd ref

the view of families in terms of whare they sccess senvites

»  They should coincide with existing baundarlzs of service areas of oTganizations providing
early chi'dhood services

+  They maximize the abifity to cellzborale with service systems and loce! governmants, end
facilitate the zbifity to convene a Regional Partnership Council

& They 2%ow for the collection of demegrzphic znd Indicator data.

These guidefings were used to establish the Santa Crur Reglon, which is comprised of the nlne
Tip codes which zre primarily located in Sznta Cruz County (85611, B5621, 65624, 85637,
BSE40, 85846, 85648, §5628, and BLE62),

The informstion conteined in this repart indudes data obtainzd frem state egencizs by First
Things First, data chtained from other publically avaiable sources, and data requested from
regionz! azendes spacifically for this report. In most of the tehles I this report, the top raw of
data cotresponds to the total S2nta Cruz Pegion, The next seven rows present tha deta for the
seven geogrephicel 7ip cods sreasInthe reglon. At the bottom of ech teble will ke arow for
the Sznta Cruz County dsta and a row for the state of Arizona data. In & few tebles in this
repert, we wifl not b2 ebl2 to present data for the Santa Croz Regien or for the indisddual £p
coda areas. In these tablss, data for Santa Cruz County will b2 used instead. For thase tebles,
ihe dxtais notavailzble zt the 2ip cade |

Figure 1: TRz Saila G Reglon

Tha Santa Cruz Reglon
Sasty CrxPagnn | e,

Beorce 230 TEER e ShopaTer e by the LS Gaiet

The $2nta Cruz Region Is not guite idanticzl to Santa Cruz County. The malor difference Is that
the 85645 #ip code, whith includes the community of Amzdo, Is assizned 1o the Piva South
Region bzcause famitizs there zre more Pkely to 2ccess nearky services In Pima County.
Ukewdee, it was determined that famities Bving in the $5637 2nd 85611 2p cede 2reaswould ba
most 2ppropristely senved by the Senta Cruz Region, éven though these 2ip codes reach rorth
inta Fima County 2nd east into Cochise Caurdy. Tha map in Figure 2 shows the spprovimate
geographlc locations of tha 2ip cedes which make up the S2nta Cruz Reglon: £5611, 85621,
£5624, 85637, 85640, BSE46, and §5648. Two additionz| &ip codes, E5628 and 85862, 2re non-
geographiezl and do not 2ppezr Inmaps or tables in thisrepart.

Truz Frgtoesl

Thms Fiats

Thz lzvel of data {community, 2ip code, ete ) thatis presented in this repodt s 6tiven by the
nes. Tha UA Norten School is contractuz!
First Data Dixsemination and Suppression Gut

certain gut required to folicw the First Things

o

«  "For datarefated to sodsl service and early education programmi

2 caunts of fewer
than ten, excluding tounts of 2¢ro [i.e., 21l counts of one throush ning) arz suppresiad.
Examples of socizl senvice and early education programening indude: numbzr of children
servad i 2n early education or sociz) service pregram (such as Quality First, TAHF, family
Fteracy, e1e)"

+ “For dzta refsted to health or developmental delay, &'l counts of fewe! than bwenty-five,
excluding counts of zzro (Le., 21 counts of one through twenty-four] are suppressed.
£xzmples of health or devalopmental delay indude: number of children receldng visten,
hazring, or developmentat delay sereening; number of children who are sverwaight; ete”

-First Things First—Date Disseminotion and Suppression GuideSnes for Publivations

Througheut the report, suppressed counts will appear as either <35 ¢r <101n data tebles, end
pereentzzes that could eastly ba converted to suppressed counts wili appear 2s DS,

Please also note that some dzta, such a5 that from the Amariczan Community Survay, zre
estimates that may be lzss precise for smaller areas.

General Poputation Trends

The $2ata Cruz Region Is siluzted on the southern border of the United States, edjzcent to
Mexico. Tha green zrea in the map below (Fzure 1) indicates the extent of the Sznta Cruz
Recion. Note that in $anta Cruz County there Is cne dty (Nogzlzs), one town (Patzgonta), and
elght unincorporeted, Census-desiznated places [Amzdo, Beye

ie, Elgin, Kina Springs, Rio
Rico, Sonofta, Tubae, and Tumacscor-Caninen). interporzted citles 2nd tovwns have precise
boundaries zrd loczl municipel govemments. Unincorporated plzees do not have well-defined
boundatizs of munleipal govamments. The urincorperated places shown in the map ate those
determined by the US Census Bureau,

LTHEDOFLFT
Fizure . The Sanfa Cruz Reglzn, by vip coda

Zip Codes Intha Santa Cruz Reglor;

Soume 20 FEF S BTt prazaied by ol L Carres

Figurz 3 shows tha scheol districts that f2'1 within the Sznta Cruz Regfon_ There are fica
elemeantary or unified districts In S2nta Cruz County: Noga!les, Sznta Cruz Villey, Santa Cnrz,
Pztazonia, and Sonolta. In zddition, the northern parts of the £5611 end 85637 6ip codes iz in
the Empire Schoo! District. The Erpira district has no schools of its own, but & pays for children
[5ing there to attend elementary schools In nelghboring distriets, such as Soncita or Vail,




Figure 3, School districts In th2 Santa Cruz Reglon

Sanla Cruz School Districls
S:a CraReg
T Corty Bamtetes

2

Fgteips

Socera I3 TEER Linm Shazafeg preped by by US Cany

Accerding to US. Census data (U.S. Census Burezu, P1, P14, & P20}, the S2nta Cruz Reglon had
a population of 47,545 in 2010, of whom 4,436 (3%) were chi'dren under the 2ze of six. As seen
befow, Tzble 1 [ists the 2010 populations for the region, the county, and the state. Also Lsted
ate the rumber of househo!ds (ndividuz! housing vnits) in the region znd the numbar znd
percentage of those househe!ds in vhich 2t 1zzst on2 child under st resides.

Hote: Pogulation counts publisfied in the Pagleraf Needs and Assets report may vary from those

provided by First Things First. First Things Frst’s pepu'etion methedology is based on 2010
Census Blodls wihile this report uses the 2010 Census 2ip Code Tobulstion Arzos (ZETAs),
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Santa Craz Rzgion 33434 47,545 +255 4,003 4436 4115
S2511 (EiZin] 743 BG5S 4253 3 43 426%
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R5524 (Pey 1369 1426 4% n £0 +133%
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Populaticn prajactions for the state show a shight decrease in the populastion of chdren aged
Eirth through five yeers by 2035, but then inaeases through the yaar 2025, Projections for
Ssnta Cruz County show & simi'ar trend over the nast decade (=2 Tabla 3),

Tobfe 3i Fopulaticn prefections for Sonta Cruz County ond the state

ALENT

2,435 1413 o5 5018 14 S.453  v23%
26,609 531,157 -4 £10422  #13% ETEss 4234
v, e of Erpinymant oo Fopcfosen St Demmmber 2020} "H-2050 S g o go

Birth projections are a'so avzilzhle over the naxt decade. Tha Arfzona Department of

Adi stration [ADOA) produces population projections for the state of Arizona and each of the
15 counties. These projections use estimates of births, deaths, and migration o forecast the
population by age, sex, and race-ethnicty over the next few decad=s. Using 2'ternztive
assumptions, high and low estimates are taleulsted, In additlon to the basatine {or medium)
estimates. As can be seen in Fgure 4, even the law estimate fur birth profection estimates
showis 2n Increase In births through 2025 in Santa Cruz County.
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Teblz 1t Populotion and Fousefolds with children oges 6-5
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47,553 4,436

&5511 {Elgn} 545 a8

85521 {Noga'ss) 23,054 2230

83524 {Patagariz) 1,426 0

£5537 (Sonota) 1,2¢3 35

83E40 [Tumacacod} 241 25

£35545 (Tubzc) 1311 32
85548 (Riz Rico) 13,030 1.976 5,672 1458 26%
Sznta Cruz County 47,420 4,435 15,4371 3,231 1%
16%

Arizeny 6392017 546,803 2,350,580
U G f2I00) Tetis 1 24, F22 fer #

Both the Sznta Cnez Region end Santa Cruz County have a greater proportion of househe!ds
with chifdren birth through five years of zga (21%) then the state a5 2 wha's [1652), Thists
primarily due to the high number af hauseholds with children under stryears of zze inthe
Kogales and Rip Rico zip todes; In the rest of tha region, there ate refatively faw households
with yourz chitdrzn. As shown In the tahle sbove, the majority of children fram birth throuzh
zge five Inthe Sznta Cruz Region Ive In efther the Nozzles 2rea (85621) or tha Rio Rlco area
(EsB48)

Qverell, the pepulation of Arizona has increased substantizlly betwezn 2000 2nd 2010, 2nd the
population of young chdren hasincreased by zhout ona-fifth. Beceuss #ip cods dasznaticns
have chznged aver tima, the most zecurata eompzrison of pepulation chenga is at the county
=nd incorporated places lavelt Tabla 2 shows changes In papulstion batwazn tha 2000 Census
and the 2010 Census. The total population of both tha S2nta Cruz Regivn end Santa Cruz
Lounty hzs grown by about a guarter ovar that time pericd. While tha pepu'stion of chitdrzn
under stx ln the region only Increased 11 parcent 2nd the populstion of young thil
countyincreased 17 percent, chzngas in tha population of yourg children in ind:
carmunities within the reglon veried. Mozeles saw a deerease of seven pereent Inthe numbsr
of children undzr 2g2 six between 2000 and 2010, whilz Rio Rico’s populztion of chi'dren aged
Eirth through five Increased substantis!ly [+46%) in the same paricd.

ety ton Ao e fact sheats e grEsta reling on thore dat 3w bated 60 K ende tebutavod aness, which
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Flgure 4: Birth projections for Senta O County

Projected number of births in Santa Cruz County, 2015 to 2025
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Figure 5 shows the gzogrephleal distribution of children under stcin the region, sccording to
the 2610 VS, Census. A‘ln‘angWe on the rmap represents one ch?d. Tha tAznzles da not pinpoint
each child’s location, but are placed generally in ezch cansus hicck In which a young child was
Eving in 2010. As cen be seen In this map, the majority of tha yourg children in the regfon can
be found 2long tha F19 corridor, perticulzrly in the communitizs of Rie Rico 2nd Nogales.
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Additional Population Characteristles

Household Composition

In the Sznta €ruz Regfon, about threa-quarters [745¢) of chidren birth te fiva years of eze are
living with at least cne parent 2ccording 2000 Census data {U.S. Census Burezu, Tablzs P41 2nd
PCT14}. Tha majarity of the 26 parcent of children not with parents are living with other
relatives such as prandparents, uncles, or aunts (1,103 children, 2554}, This distribution is
different that of th= state as a whole, where more children 1hve with parents {82%) end fawer

live with other refstives [165).

21

The 2010 Census provides additions] Information sbout multl-gererational heuseholds end
chitdren birth through five living in 2 grandparent’s hoveeheld, Just over S0 percent of
grandparents with & child Iving In thelr househe!d ara estimaledte bathe primary czregivers
tarthelr grendehitdren.? in Arizona, over 74,000 chidren aged birth ta five {1435 ate fing Tna
grandpzrent’s housshold {sea Teble 4 balow). Tls parcentzzais evan higher inthe 5=
Regron {2234) znd Tn soma coammun g Mega'es [255¢), Petagonia (3182}
end Tubae (25%)
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Teble &: Number of chitdren Fving 1 a greadporents bavsefold
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The Arizona Children's Action Altiance reperts that In Arizana, 2pproximately 36 pareent of
grandparents cering for grandehdren under 18 hava Been doing so for 2t haast flvz years, end
that 21 percent of these grendparents zte living in povarty.® Farenting can e a chaflenge for
eging grandpatants, whosz homes may notbe set up for children, who may ke unfamifiar with
ressutces for famities with young chitdrzn, and who themsehies may bz fadng hezith znd
tesource I'mitations They elso are not Ekely to hava a naturel suppert network for dealing with
the fstuzs that zrise I relsing young chidren. Often, grandparents take on childralsing
responskitities when patents are unabls to provide care because of the parent’s daath,
unemplayment or underemployment, physical or menta!ilness, substance abuse,
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Most young children in the region 2nd the stata zre living in mzried family househelds [E65).
The S2nta Cruz Region has £hizhtly more children =zed birth through five residing in single
femala households (2654) than tha state (23%).

Figure : Type of houschold with e&%dren (0-5)

SANTA CRUZ REGION ARIZONA
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jneateerstion, or because of demastic viclence or child neglect In the family.® Caning fer chi'dren
who have exparisnced fansly trauma c2n poss an even greater challanzs te grendparents, who

may be inreed of specistized assistence and resources to support their grandehildrea.

There Is some positiva news for grandperents 2nd great-grandparents ralting their grandlide
throuzh a Chitd Fratecthva Senvices (CPS) placement. Starting in February 2014, these famdies
were affered a $75 monthly stipand par chi'd, To gua'fy, a grandparent or great-grandparent
rust have en income below 2003 of the Federa! Poverty teval {FPL), and not be receliing
foster czre payments or TANF cash assistancs for tha grandch?dren In thelt cares Those natin
tha CPS system rrlght ziso be eligihle for this stipend in the ceming ranths if Arizona Senzte
E71 1248 is passed f In 244/t0n to this monetary support, a number of programs and services to
supzort granparents raising their grandiids are avallzble across the state”

In edditicn ta living with grandparents, many young chitdren in the region sre liing with at
lezst one foreign born parent. In Arfzona, Just undar ena-third {2835 of chi!dren aged birth
thrauzh five 2re faing with 2t least ane foreign born parent, whitz almost half (4834) of young
ren in the Sznta Cruz Region 2nd S2nta Cruz Coundy are {sea Tahla 5).
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Yable 5: Children [0-5) Eving with one er two foreign-born parents
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EthnlcTty and Race

Kore 1han threaquzrters (783) of the adult population Fing in the region Identifed as
Hispanic and 21 parcent Identified themszlves 35 White, not-Rispan’ (Census 2010, Tzbe P11).
Thi Higpante popolation of 2duts In tha region Is substantially higher than the Hispanic
poputation af adults tn Arizana overa'l (25%), and the population of White, non-Hispante adulls
is substzntfaly lower thanin Arizonz overa!l {635). The racizl and ethnic brechdown of 2dults
I7ng In the reglon varizs shaiply by community as can ba seen in Teble 6 belaw.

Takle 6: Roce ard ethalcty for cdults

Serta Crut Regien
BE511 (€414 B u% B3% % o4 33 b
58521 {N=gates} FLRES 721 5% o3 =3 1% o4
55524 {Fansgoria) 1183 5% T 0% 1% 53 4
$5537 {Semzta) 1053 1% [ R 1 1% 1% Y
$5620 {Tumaeer) 3 5y 5% 1% 1% o% 1%
55645 [Tutas) 1213 15% EFE 0% 0% % %
E5£43 25 Rien) 13575 £ 1% 0% o5 1% [N
Szrts Cruz Coumty g0 RN 2% - 1% 0%
Arizzog B33 3% £33 4 3% 1%
L5 G {25 e FIT fatieced frm Ao AVeTed D ean i g cfoan senfinonstind

25

LT ED

Spanlsh at hema dozs not nzcessarily mazn lzck of English languzga ablity.

Tobla 8: Homs fanguage vse for lndividuals Sysomond older

$asta Cruz Peg'sn
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Data abaut Erglish spezkicg & providas edditional information ebout the characteristics of
the popuiztion In the Szntz Cruz Region. As shownin Teble 9, rates of [inguistic iso'ation are

Kigher In the Sznta Cruz Rezlon (2255 than they are Tn tha state (55} Unguistic Is
the region varies widely; in Nogales, 35 percent of 2 households are ngulstieally isclated,

whitz no househalds In Sonoita 2nd Eigin are Binzuistically lsolzted.

2] b TR LREFT

Amost gl1{935%) of tha pogpulation of children aged birth through four livirz In the rezion were
identified 25 Hispanic, while anly six percant were Hantified as White, not-Hispanic (Census
2010} This s &!so much differént than Arizona @$ a whole. Less than half of Adfzans's
poputatinn of children aged bitth through four were reparted to ba Hispanle {45%), while
another 40 percent were reported to b2 White, nen-Hispan/c As cznba szenin Tabla 7, the
racizl and ethnic breakdown of young ch?dren ving in the region 2'sa verias sharply by
communiy.

Toble 7: Rete ond ethaldty for chifldren ages 0-4 Ia the Sante Crue Region™
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tanguage Use end Profidency

As czn b2 seenin Teh'e 8, 2 lzrge portion of the pepulation five years of z2ze 2nd olderin the
region speak Spanlsh 2t home [773), whidh is maikadly higher than for the state (21%). The
primary languzge used at heme for those Iiving Inthe region varies sharply by community, with
the majority in Hege'es (253} and Rio Rico {79%) speaking Spanish at kome, while mestin Efgin
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Toble 3: Housshold bome languzge use
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Economic Circumstances

fncome and Poverly

23,

Income mes of ¢ ity ere animpertant teol for understanding the vitality
of the community znd the well-baing of its residents. The Arizona Children’s Action Alfance
reperts that ovesall in Arona, disparitias tn Incoms distribution 2re Inereasing rapldly, vith
Arizona having the second widest income gep between the richest 20 percent end poorest 20
percent of households in the nation. In additten, Arizena renks fifth in the naticn in fncome
tequality bebween tha top Income (top 207} and the middlz lacome {middiz 20%)
households? The Arizena Directions 2012 report notes thet Arizona has the 5™ hizhest child
poverty rate In the country.” In 2012, more than cne out of four chi'dren In Arizona wes liding
in poverty {family Taceme bzlow $18,284 far a family of thre2).1? For children, the eFects of
living In poverty can ba felt througheut their ves, induding the link batween childhoed poverty
znd mental hezlth issues in adulthood. The incressed Prelthood of exposure to violance, family
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dysfunction, end separation from family, znd living in chzatic, crawded 2nd substandard
Fousing all increase the risk of poorer mentat hzalth status fater in Bife.)?

As czn ba seen In Table 10, the percentage of the populstion lyving in povzity In the Sa2nta Cruz
Region (2755) and percentaze of children zzed Yirth threugh five §
{3732, ere higher then the rates In the state 25 a who'e (1735 end 275). Two communitiss

hin the regfon have childhood poverty rates of more thian hzll, with 51 pereent of young
ehitdren in Mogzles and 61 percent of young chi

2 fn poverty in the region

Wil

enin Pategania fiving In povarty.
Table 10: hedian family enrual intem: ond parsons
Fewvel

wg balow the U5, Census poverty threshold
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553,563 174 %
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Betwizen 2007 z2n0d 2013, whareas tha popalaticn of Arizena inerested by Lhree percent, the
percent of the population ivina balew the Federal Poverty Level grew by 37 pereent. tn 2012,
women in Arizona hzd & poverty rate of 20 pareent, compared to 18 percent for men. Wemen
sre more lkely to ba Living In poverty than men for a number of reseens: 1} they are moere tikely
ta be aut of the warlderce, 2) they are more kely to bain low-paying Jobs, and 3) they zre
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parent is the orfy breadwinner in the household er parentatunemploymant lasts Tor along
period of tma. Family dynamics czn be negstively Impacted by job loss as reflected in higher
I=ye!s of parental stress, family confiict snd mere pusitive parental behaviors, Parentaljob loss
can 2leo Impact children’s school perfarmance (i.e. lower test stores, pearer atiendante, higher
risk of grade repetition, suspzaston or expulsion amoang chidren whose parents have lost their
jobs )i

Annual tnemployiment rates, therefore, ¢zn be zn Indicater of family stress, and are alse zn
Iy, Fizure 8 shows tha annuzluremployment
retes acress years for Santa Cruz County, the city of Nogzles and Arfzena. Althaugh znnvel
unemployment rates hava decressedin Arizona since 2010, these rates haya increazed dightly
In both the county end in tlogates during tha ptiod fram 2003 threugh 2013,

Impertant tndicater of regional economit vi

Figure 8. Anruc] unemplayment rates In Santo Cruz County ord Arizora, 20032013
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Tabls 12 sho s the emplayment status of patents of young childrenin the region. Fewsr
children Eving with two parents n the region have both parents in tha lzbot force {23%)
comipared to the state [323).

1 [2013) Urempieymert Fom a s perspactve. Retiemd be bt Swaw Wiban s gfURGH e 2P DFIGASTE-
ma (hies Ferspecthe pof

by te Ba solely respon: ren. in 2012, 79 parcent of low-Income single-
parent houssholds were headzd by women.!

The proposed increase In tha federal minimum wage would have an effect on a number of
Brizona Famitas, espacially those headed by women, Arecent study estimated that 21 percent
of the Arizona workforce wou'd be atfected by increasing tha federa! minimum wage to $10.10
by July 20186, znd this in turn wouk pzct 18 pareent of Arizena children {who have at lzast
cne of their parents affected by this chanze)™®, Tablz 11 shows tha medisn fernily income Ina
number of communitizs within Santa Cruz County,

Table 11; Beclen family onrual fncoms for fomifes with children (0-17]
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Uremployment and Houslng

Unerpleyment and job loss often results in famifes having fawer resouices to mect thair
rezUlar monthly expenses and support their children's development. THis Is esp=cially
prencunced when thz family Income was a'teady law befere tha job loss, the unemployed
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Qver tha past four years, there have been a tota! of 509,538 feredosure fifings In Arfzcna, These
fareclosure filings have been trending downward, and have decteased 53 parcent from 162,373
filings In 2009 to 76,487 filings In 2012. Arizona has alse risen frem third worst in the natien for
foreclosurss in 2012, to now sixth in the nation in foreclosures. Y’

In May of 2014, tha rumber of foredlosures across tha region and county varied, as c2n e sean
in Tak!a 13 below. The number of feredosures per 1,000 propeities was highest for Rio Rico
and Nogales, while oversll, the numher of farectosures per 1,000 properties for the region end
county was shghtly lowar than for the state. [n two 2reas of the region, Soncita and logales,
there were more homes in foreclosure than there wete for s2'z, as evidznced by the valua for
the "ratia of foreclosures to homes for szle” being greater than one. An additional indicator,
the percent of housing units that are vacant, Blustrates the percent of housing units that are
“not cecupled” for a number of reasens. These Indlude housing units that are far rent, for s2'e,
sold but not occupted, for mizrant workers, or used s=asenzlly for recreationzl, or oecastonal
use. A5 can ba seen In the teble below, stightly more housicg units Tn the region 2nd county fell
into this “varant” category then do housing Units across tha stata as & whola,
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In Atizonz, ebaut cne-third of houssholds are renters. Qf these, 270,000 are dlassifiad as vary
lowr incoma renters. Ouit threa-quzrters of these low Income renters, 210,000 (78%), 2re
paying more then tha recommended 30 percent of their inceme Invent, which Is congldered
“housing- cost burdenzd”, This Is often caused by a shorlzze of affordable rentals. Eighty
percent of very lav-lncamea renters In Sznta Cruz County are classified 25 housing-tost
Surdzred renters, camparable to the state as whole ¥

The garcentage of housing units in the region and county that hava howsing problems and

s=vere housing prof Tar to the stale rate. Tha US Departrment of Housing 2nd
Urhan Development defines housing units with “how
cemplzete Fitchsn faol

5 §5 250 5

z protlems” as kousing units lacking

3 unitsthat are overorowded
housing tusts excesd 30
with “szvere housing protlems” consist of housing units
Iscking complate Kitchen faclities ar comglzte plumkbing facitities, housing units that zre
ovarcrandad (with mere than 1.5 persen ger resm), or housing units for which housing costs

ics or complete plumbing facilides, hous

{with more than ena persen par reom), or housing units for w

petcent of ncome. Housng units

exceed 50 percent of incoma. 1 Almast 40 percent of houging units In the region, county and

state z7e dlassified as having housinz probfemns (sea Tzbls 14). Some communities within the

s Departrent 6P R
Bt/ faveca Fodoser crplportsldrmestsop (O

Frest Vi1 Find Sants O

diry products, and mest, pauttry or fish) to continue sccepting SNAP.H The number of chitdren
récening SHAP has Increased slightly in the S3nta Cruz Reglon over the last several years (see

Tahls 15}, There is consTderabla variahility 2e103s communitizs I the re;
of ehildren 2ged birth throuzh five who ate recelving SHAP. fifty-eight percent of young

children in Nogales recelve SHAP, 2nd this parcentzge has decraased very stghtly between
2010 and 2012, Tumzcaceri has seen an increase in the number of young chil
SMAP during the szma period, as have Pa:

inths percentaze

ren Fecening
fa, Sonoita and Rio Pica, altheugh ths numbar of
chitdren recelving SHAP in thote communities, with the exceptlon of Rio Rice, is relatively few.

Tekls 15: Chifdren ages 0-5 recelving SNAP [Sugplemantol Nutriticn sl Assistesce Frogrem)
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region ere less likely to have thesa problems, such &5 Tubzace [15%) and Turzczcert {1834). Of
those units with housng problecs, a campsrable percentzze [n the region (21%2), county (21%2)
and state (2035) are furlher elassi

d as having severe hous'ng problems.

Takle 14. Pervent of kausing units with Fousing problems
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Public Assistance Programs

Participaticn in pubYc 2ssistance programs bs an additlonzlindicator of the economic

dreumstances In the regisn. Public assistance programs commonly used by famies with young
chidren in Arizona Include Hutrition Assistance {SHAP, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program, formerly known ss “foad slamps”), Temporary Assistance for Heady Famil'es (TANF,
which repl2ced previaus welfare prograems), end Wemen, Infants, and Chil'dren (WG, food amnd
riutrition semvices),

SNAP

lutrition Assistzr.ca, or SHAP, he'ps to provide low tncame fem

25in Arizona with foed
through retailers authorized to pertidpate in the pregram. According 10 a LS. Department of
Agrictture Econnmic Research Senvee, tn 2010, 2bout 20 percent of Arizenans livad [n foed
deseets, defined as
Iy

ing rmote then & ha'f-mile from a grocery in urhan sreas end maore than 10
sin ruret erezs™, Famiies |

2 In food deserts often use conveniance stares in place of
grecery stores. Hew fzgislstion in 2014 cac'd have an effect onwhat's aveilabla in these stores,
a3 they will have to begin stacking “staple foods” {such a5 bread or cereals, vegetables or fruits,
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TANF
It cantrast to SNAP, tha numbzr of childien receiving TANF hzs decreassd over the last several
years, This Is Lkely due to new eligibility noles end stete budzat cuts Lo the pregram, which hava
tezn enacted ennuzlly by state leamszkers In zddition, 2 2031 rule which takes grandparent
income inte 2ccount has fed to a dedine In child-oaly TAKF cases, and fiscel yzer 2012 budget
cuts Emited the smount of time that farr

s czn receive TANF to two years.2 Over the st
decede federa! TANF funds have 2'so been Increasingly re-directed from cash assistarce, jobs
programs snd chid care #ssistance to Child Protectiva Szndces. Federal cuts to funding to
support TANFE, Indfuding supplemental grants to high growth states, have a'se been enzcted. it
Is estimzted that there will be a defict in Arizena TANF funds betwsen 10 end 29 mitton doflars
in fiscatyesr 2014, with a projected to nerease o 20-39 milllon dellars In fiscal year 2015.%*

The table and fisure below provide a visuzl representation of the decreasing greportion of
households that have and zte receiing TANF across the stete and regien.
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Tobiz A6: Children 6385 05 recelving TANF [Temparary Assistorce for Needy Famiies)
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Figure 30, Percentnge of chidren cges 0-5 recelving TANF In Jonusry 2012
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Women, Infants end Childrea (WIC)
Arizena"s WIC program is a federaty-funded nutrition prezram which services economlcally
diszdvantzged pregnant, postpzitum, znd breastfeeding women, a3 well 35 infants znd chidren
unider the 2ge of five. More than halfof the pregnant 2nd postpartum women, infznts, and
chi'dran under age five 2re estimated to be eligible for WIC in Arfzens, end in 2011, Arizena WIC
served 2pproximately 62 tercent of the efigib’e populztion. ¥ A primary gozl of the WiC
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Free ond Reduced Lunch
Free 2nd Reduced Lunch Is a Federal assistence grogram providing free or reduced price mesa's
at schoo! for students whose families meet income criteris. These income critera are 130
percent of tha Federal Povarty Levet (FPLY for free hunch, and 185 percent of the FPL for
reduced price funch. The income eriteria far the 2014-2015 scheol year 2re shawn below.

Toble 18! Free ord reduted lunch eFgit Mty requitements for 2014-2015 schoal yeer
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progtam 1s obesity prevantion through the prometion of brezstfesding, nutritious dist, and
physical aetivity. Chenges to WIC in 2008 may in fact be impacting deldheod obesity. In that
year, WIC edded vouchers for produce and also hezlthlsr Rems such as low-fat mile Studies
fulowing the dhenge hava shown inereases in purchases of whole-grain bread 2nd brown rice®s,
and of reducad-fat milk*’, and fe wer purchases of white bread, whele milk, cheese and ulee.®

In Jenuzry 2012, over half of younz children in Szata Cruz County ware partidpating Tn WIC,
hizher thzn the state rate of 29 percent. As can ba s2enin Fzure 11, WIC participslion zmong
infarts and children In Sznta Cruz County has been conslstently highar than in the state overstd
frem 2010 ts 2012,

While the latest data avalabla on participstion Is for January 2012, the Marpesa Community
Haalth Center opened a dedicated WiC f2 Inthe spring of 2012, It willbe Interesting to see
if padticipation in WiC, 2nd the wellnzss programs WIC offers, Increases in the region as a result

Toble 17: Morthly snopshots of WiC partidgation In $anta Cruz County and the state
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As £2n ke seen in Teh's 19, In 2043 faur of five scheol Jistricts In the Saata Crur Begion had
'z for free or reduced lunch,

2pproxil

rately three-quarters of their studeats g5

Tcble 18: Free oad reduced fusch elibility In the reglon
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O July 1,2014, 21t schools in Arizona wiere efigitte for 3 new provision that 2llows schoo's in
Wizh-poverty areas to affer nuiritious meels thecugh the National School Lineh and Sehoo!
Brezkfast Pregrams to all students at no charge. Caed "cemmunity eligblity”, this tocl v
only enabla more children to recetve free funch and brez\dast et echeols, t 2lso reduces the
paperwork necesszry for schools to provida free lunch end breakfast. Schaols will now ba able
ta use Information they zlrezdy hsve access to, such as the number of students Ia thelr schacl
who are receiving SHAP or TANE ta demonstrate that their student population ks largely mzde
up of children from housshelds with low ircames # Arzena schoals could apply for the
Community Elizth ity Praviston between April 1 and Juna 30, 2014, thru the Arizona
Dzpartment of Educatlon®

ot

Educational Indicators

A pativnal report released In 2012 by the Annie E. Casay Feundation ranked Arizens ameng the
ten states with the lowest score for chitdren’s educationz| sttainment.? Kare recent reports
have ifustrated similar conterns: Quality Courts, a0 annua! publication of the Edutation Weak
Research Center, gave Arizona an oyerall K-12 education rank of 43 in 2013.42 A 2013 Census
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Burezu repart indicates that Arizona sthools recaiye less In state funding than most states. In
2014, Arizana schoo's received 2bout 37 percent of their funding frem the state, compered toa
natienz] ayerage of 2hout 44 peccent. The report 2lso found that Arizona has one of the lawest
per-pupil expenditures natlonally. Arizona spant $7,666 per pupifin 2011, belowthe natiznal
averzze of 510,560 for that yaar. Arizona a'se spent the lowest amount nationally on schaot
administration fn 2011.%?

Hew lezistatinn at the fedarsl end state lavels have the eblecthve of improving edutstion in
Asizena and natiornwide, These Inftiathves are desaribed fn the follawing sections.

Common CosefEarly 1earning Standards

The Comrmon Core State Standards Intiative I$ @ nationwida initiative which a'ms to estzblish
consistent education standzrds acress the Unifed States In ordar to batter prepare stedants for
ralleze and the workferce. The Tnitistive Is sponsored by the Cournci! of ChizT State Scheal
Cfficers [CCS0) 2nd the Natianal Gevarnars Associztion (NGA). Commaon Core has twa domalns
of focus: English Languzge AntsfUiteracy {which Inchedes reading, writing, spaaling and Fstening,
languzge, media znd techniolazy], end Mathematics {which indudzs mathematical prectice and
matherraticzl content). The Initiativa provides grade-by-grada standards For grades ¥-8, and
h'gh schoo! studant stenderds (gradas 5-12) are azeregated Into grade bznds of 9-10 and 11-12.

To date, 44 states znd the District of Columbia have edopted the Common Core State
Stzndsrds Arizona adopted the standardsin June of 2010 with tha crestion of Arizena’s College
and Career Ready Stznd=rds (AZOCRS). A new summative assessment system which reflects
AZCCRS wilt baimplamented in the 2014-2015 school year, More information ahout the
Common Core State Standards Inftiztive can ke found at www eorestanderds org, 2nd
zddtional Information about AZCCRS ¢2n be found at httpeffwww.azed govfazcers.

Mowve onWhen Ready

Tha Arizona Move on When Ready Initiathva s a state lsw [A RS, Title 15, Chapter 7, Article B)
znd is part of the Nztional Center on Educztion and the Econemy's Excel'ence For ATpilat
effort. Move on When Feadyls a vo‘?unlary peifarmznre-based kish scheol education medel
that elms to prepare e high school studants for celege end the werkforce,

Kesromponents of the bova on When Rezdy modse] indude offzring stedentsindhiduatized

education pathways; meving away from a "che-sizefits-257 educaticnzl approsch; and 3 new
perfermance-based dip'oma called the Grand Canyon Diploma thet can ke awarded voluntarity

to students. Grand Canyon Diplemss have been svailzble since the 20122013 zrademit year.

B Dixan, B {Z303). Fuble Flocsn Fmres: 2300, Go.ermment Do Rezacts, Fareit,ed ey
brp facawd erun geilgmalsitoa/ 102 b,

Fiist Teduzy Fizel S22t Cour P 1TEED

Tebla 20; Fducational echlievement of adults In the Sanla Crur Reglon
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Graduation and Drop-out Rates

Living in poyerty decreases the Ixelhosd of completing high school: a recent study found that
22 percent of children who have [ved in peverty do not greduste fram hizh school, compared
with six percant of chifdrea who have not lived In poverty. Third grede reading profidency has
alee been Mentificd 25 2 predictar of timely high school graduaticn. One In sic third graders
who do not read profidzatly will nat graduate from high school on time, and the rates zre evea
higher {233} for children who wara both not reading proficleatly in thisd grade 2nd living Tn

e

Fasst Thimgs Tooae

Thzy tan ba awardzd to hizh scheol students who have mzt the subjsct srea requiremants
spetificd by the statute and who 2lso meet college end career qustificalion scoreson a serfes of
exems. After a student ezrns a Grand Cznyon Diploma, h2 or shacan opt to remals b high
school, enrollin a fult-tims carezt 2nd technieal educstion program, or graduate from kigh
schoof with the Grand Canyen Diploms and sttend 2 community cotlege.

Schocls may panticipete in Moue on When Reedy on a voluntary basTs As of Aprit 2014, the
Cenles for the Future of Arzons reported that 38 schoo!s ware partieipzting in Move on When
Rezdy. Threa of these schaols are within the Santa Cruz Region: Fio Rico High School, Calabasas
Iidd'e Schoo! (Midd'e School Pariner) and Coatimundi hidd's Scheof {Midd's School Partner).

Educational Attalnment

Szveral seciceconomic fecters ere known to lmpact sludent zchlevement, ncluding tncome
disparities, kealth disparities, and adult educationzl attalnment. ¥ Soma studizs have Indicated
that the favel of education a parent has attzfned when a ¢kild is Tn e’emantary schoo! can
predict educational end cereer success for that chi'd farty yezrs Ister,

Adults In Santa Cruz County show lawer Izvels of education than the state of Arizona everall,
vith 28 percent of 2dults in the region withaet a hizh schaol diplorna or GED {rzarly doubls the
statewide rate of 15%) {sca Teb'e 20). In additicn, fewer than ha!f of births In $2nta Cruz County

2re to wormen with more than a high schoeol diplama {sea Rzure 12).
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povaily for at[2ast a yazr.® This underscores the impartance of early Fterzey programming in
the early chit3hood system, espacislly for bow-income fam? 2in poverty.

sznd famies |

Tabla 21 balow shows the graduation znd dropout rates in the region. The pareznt of studznts
across the state who graduated tn four years tn 2002 wes 77 pereent™. Two districts in the
Santa Cruz Region have a higher percent graduated, 2nd one has 2 lower pareent gradusted
than the state, 2ithough tha dropout rates for aftthrea are low,

Toble 21. Greduaticn end drcpeut rales By school disteiet

| FERCERT GRADUATED (2017) | DROPGUT RATES 2o122043)
T ay Y ’

ia Unien High Schast Distia 755
Santy Cree Velay Unfed Oistrict B
Arizena 7

Early Education z2nd School Readiness

Tha gositiva Impacts of guakity early education hsve bezn well-documeated, Previous research
Indicstes that chitdren who attend high-quzlity preschools have fewser behavior problems in
sehaollater on, are less Bkely to repeat a grade, ere more Iikely to graduate high schosl, 2nd
hava higher test scores.™ Enrolfment In preschoo! provides children with sodial, emotional and
ecademic experiences that optimzTy prepare them for entry Inte Kndergarten, In 2012 tn
Arzana, twe-thirds of children 2zed three and four were not enra®ed In preschool {compared
to haif of children this age rationally). In 2613, Arizona wes raoked 37 to last natfonaly In the
number of preschool aged enildren entalled I preschool ™ In the Sznta Cruz Region, the
numbzis are even lower; only 18 percent of three and four yeer ofds in the region and In Sznta
Cruz County ete estimated to ke enrclled T early education settings (se2 Table 22].
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Tabla 22; Chlidren {3-4) eroroled In nursacy scheel, preschocd, or kindzrporten
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s3nta Cnz Reglon 16%
55511 (£} R
85521 (Hegales) 16%
55524 (Patzgonis) -
£3537 {Sonnita) -
B5E40 {Tumzcaron) -
B584E (Tubzc) -
B5E4E (Rio Rico) 15%

Santa Crun Ceunty 15%
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Riizona reduced funding far kindergarten from full-day te he!fdzsy In 2010, and eliminated
funds for pte-K programs In 2011, §irst Things First funds a Emited number of preschool
scholarships across the state, intluding 513.7 wilfon for Pre-K Schotarships 2nd $39 mifion for
Quslity First Scholzrships In FY 2013. 2 Mcre Tnformation ebout how these scholarships are
used in tha Santa Cruz Region czn b found In the Farfy Chfshood System sectien of this repert.

First Things First has devaloped Arizona School Readiness ladieaters, which 2lm te measure and
gulde progressin b ng 2n early educatian system that prepares Arizona’s yoursest ¢itizens
to succeed In Kindargarten znd beyond. The Arizona Sthoal Rezdiness Indicators are: children's
health {well-chi'd visits, healthy welght, and dentat health); femily suppect and literacy
{confident famifies); and chi'd development and early learning {school rea Sty early
education, guality eztly education for children with spedal needs, afferdzbiity of quality eacly
education, devalopmental delays idertified In bindergarten, zrd transition from prescheol
speciat education to kindergarien) &1
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Tab'a 23 and Tab'a 24 show a brezkdown of AINSS stores by school district in the Santa Cruz
Region. Although AMS performznce in tha region ovarallls very similar te overall AIMS
petfarmance for the state, the pereantage of students passing hoth the math and reading tests
varies by school district. Pategonia Elzmentary District is the best performing scheol for AIMS
mzth tests (8355 passing), This shows marked Improvement from scores reported inthe 2012
Heads & Assets report whera only 40 percent of 3rd graders in the Patzgonia Elementary
District were passing the Msth AIMS test For the reading test, 85 parcent of Sonoita
Elemantary District, 88 percent of Santa Croz Elementary District end 83 percent of Patsgonia
flerrantary District 3rd gradars wiere passing. On zzzregate, Santa Cruy County Chatter schoals
show a need for Improvement, with enly 52 percent of students passing the reading AlMS test.

T Hzzds =od

Standzrdized Test Sceres

The primary In-scheal gatfermznce of curtent studeants In the public elamentary schoolsin the
stzte [s measured by tha Arizona Instrument 1o Measure Stendards {AIAS)2. The AIRIS Is
required by both state and federal 3w, 2nd 15 used to traek how well students are preforming
compered to state standards. Performance on the AINS directly mpacts students” futuce
progress In schoe!. As of {ha 2013-2014 school year, Arizona Revised Statute®® (2lse known as
Moz on When Recding) states thet a student shall not ke promoted from the third grads “if
the pupi obtans a score on the reading porticn of the Arizona’s Instrument to Measure
Stzndards {1245} Lest_that demonstrates that the pupit’s rezding fells Far below tha third-
grede levzLl” Exceptions exist for students with learning disabiltles, English language learners,
and those with reading deficiencles. The AIMS A [Arizona Instrument to Reasare Standards
Alternate) meats federal requirements for assessing students who have significant cog
disabilties.

In order for chitdren to be prepared to succeed on tests such as the AMS, resezrch shows that
earlf reading exptiznces, opportunitias to buitd voczbulzdes and Literacy rich environmants
are tha most effective ways to support the literzcy development of young chitdren.®?

As Figure 13 shows, overall, Santa Crua Caunty 3rd gradzrs perfermed simizrly to students
statewide in both math 2nd reading, with a stightly lower percentage of students passingIn
each subject {indicated by a combmation of the percentzges for “meets” and “exceads”.)
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Teble 23: Math 3rd grade AUAS resuits
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Teble 29: Reodfing 3rd grade AIVS results

d District
Pategonia Elamaentary District
Sarta Cnx Blementary Datict

3 Urifie

Sarta Crur VeTsy UeiFed Dstnct

Sorsita Bamentacy District % 1136 B3% '] B35
A%t 52018 Cruz County Charter Sehodls 0% 4834 524 (1] 52%
Sanita Ty County

{A4 charter =nd district schawls) 3% 3% 6% L] 744
Arzcna

(AN charter zrd &istrict scheo's) 4% 21% 5 7858
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Aszmple of students In grades 4, 8, and 12 also tekes 1the National Assessment of Educational
Progress (HAEP), which Ts 2 natiopally zdménistared measure of academlc ac
a"ows for comparissa ta national benchmatks. A2014 report by the Ann’s £ Casey Foundatian
hted arly rezding proficiency across the nation using the Hationa} Assessmznt of
Educationsl Progtess data. In Arizona, the percentzze of fourth graders reading st ar ebova




proficient levals Increased fiem 23 psrcent in 2003 to 28 percent in 2013, compzred toa
nationz aversze of 34 parcent in 2013.%

Strong disparitizs exist based on Tneome. Eighty-frve percent of low-Income fourth graders In
Arizena wete reading below profidency, compared to 57 parcent of fourth graders from hizh
inceme households.

Other research shows that five yeer-olds with loser-ln , | ducaied parents score mare
than two years hehind on stenderdized languzze development tests by the time they entet
kindergarten. Furthzr, new resszrch posits that this gap tnlanguzze development begins a¢
early2s 18 months of age.®?

These data reflects not anly the need to enhance language development among Arizona's
chitdran, but a%so the need for incressed early intervention amang the state's poorest children,
However, Arizona hes decressed or eliminated furding for a numbaer of chid-focused programs
including full-dey kindetgatien, Hea'thy Fa family literacy 2nd the Early Childhood Black

Grant. Batween 2009 znd 1014, Arizona's finzngz! investmant In early education Is estimated
0,57 Tha naed for

to have fzen from more thzn $450 miltion to less than $150 m
strengthening the early chi'dhood system is clear.
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Tokle 25: Kumber of eatly core ond educetion centers ond kames and thair copadty

1O CARE

SEE11 (Egin) - . . . -
£5621 {Rogates) 7 3% 3 122 252
53621 (Faf 1 65 - - 6
55537 (Seroite) . - . - -
£5620 {Tumzcereri) - - . - B
55645 Tubad) 1 1 . - A
B5£43 {710 Rice} 3 113 19 7% 182
Sarts Crur County 12 S48 153 741
Asizena 113,263 3,007 116553

e Beturly (2349 (€
e

o Baus oy zed Pt B, 3z Ao e d e phe i T

Firgt £ A28y O

duality First
Quzlity Frst, a signature program of First Things First, Is a statewlde continuaus quality
Tmprevament 2nd rating system for child cara and preschool providers, with e gozfto help

parents Identify qua'ity care seltings for thelt children.

Quality First prowides £
the quatity of care they provide young chidren. Progrem components of Qua'ity First Inchade:
atsesserents, TEACH schalzrships, chifd czre hazlth consultation, child cate stholarships, and
finzndisl Incentives to assst in making Improvements. The Quatity First Rating Scale

2 chitd outcomes. Based on
thesa, 2 center ls ghven a star raling that ranges from 1-star—where the provider demonstrates

cial end technical support for child care providars to help them raise

Incerporates measures of evideace-based predictors of posi
a commitment to exzmine praetices and Improve the quality of care beyond regulatery
requitements — to S-staf, where providers offer lower rstios and group size, higher staff
quzkfications, a curriculum e¥gned with state stendards, and nurturing relationships batwaen
sdults 2rd thildren. St Quslity First providers with higher star ratings receive higher financal
incenttves and lass cozching while those with lower ratings rzcelva more coz
finzacizl ncentivas 32 Table 26 deseribas the rating eca’e as definad by Frst Things First
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The Early Childhood System: Detailed Descriptions of Assets and Heeds
Quality and Access

Early Care and Education

ren wha take partin bt ¥ early educstion prezrams have batier success in school,
are less Fkely to enter the eriminzl justice system®® end have better long-term outcomes into

h-qu

adultheed 25 s=en throuzh hisher hizh scheol graduztion rates, Increased employmant
wppartunitlzs and ezrmings, and lower rates of depreselon and druz use, Studies of the cost-
effectiveness of investing in ezrly education [pre-kindergarten) pregrams ehow 2 substzntial
retum on ins

strent in the long tesm through Increases in econom!c productizity and
decreases in expensss to tha eriminz] justice Sspsteint?

Center ond Home-based Core

In the $2nta Cruz Reglon there are 64 regulated child care providers, according to data provi
1 First Thing First by the Department of Economic Seeurity and Child Care Resource end
Referral (CCRER). Taklz 25 shows afi but Head Start Centers {ned) which are discussed ina
subsequent section of the report. The majority of thase providers (n=412) 2re DES certified
homes {family child care), 12 zre ADHS Lcensed ¢entets 2nd one is an ADHS certified group
homa. At the end of 2011 thare veere 77 regulated child care providass in the regien, showing
thzt the number of licensed child care providers in the region has dropped in two yezes. Tha
tote! ficensed czpacity for these providars in the beginning of 2014, Inctuding Head Start, was
1,018, a smzTl drop from the total ficenszd capacity In spring 2012 of 1,076. The current
licensed capacity of child care providers In the region refiecls that fess than one-quarter {2
of the chitdren agad birth through five In th region [4,436) are belng erved In these settings.
Whilz ot 27 famites In tha reglon will choote leensed care for theTr ¢hildren, thzt over three-

quarters of yourg chifdren in the regien do not have this a5 2n option, may be seen as 2
challengs in the region.
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Aecerding to regicn’s 2045 funding plan, as of fiscal year 2014, thres eaters end four home
tased providers participatad In Quatity Fist; there were 31 schelziship glots furnided for ehildren
:2ed blith threugh five Tn the reglon; end nine center-based providars znd 45 home-based
providers ware served through the child care health consultation companant of Qua'ity First,
avaitablz te a'l providers in the region, rezardlzss if they are participting providers or not3? As
of June 20, 2014 thare were a totel of 134 chiidren [not Induding chdren with spacial needs)
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=zed birth through five enrofed in care with providars pzrt'dipsting In G,
Cruz Region™

ty Firstin the Sa2nta

Local Educotion Agency Praschools
Under the Mo Child Left Behind Act (RCLB), Titls | prendidas prescheal, elementary, end
secendary schoo's with financizl essistance in ordet 1o assist 28 chitdren, induding educationalty
disadvantaged ehitdien, In mesting tha state’s ecademic stand=rds, Title | funding isintended to
assist schools in adminlstering supple

entary programs, such as those des’gned to increzse
parent Involvement, additicna! Instructionzi services, and school wide reform efforts ™ The
US. Dzpartrrent of Education encourages the use of these funds to support early childheod
education, retognining thzl this is 2n zrea that often has not hed sufficient resources.®s A
fiumber of schoo! districts in Santa Cruz Caunty are utilizing these funds to provide a rangz of
programmatic end support services Tor young chfdren in the region.

Takls 27: Numberof Lacal Edueation Ag2ncy Preschools

EERCFPRESCHOOL | FRESCHOOL
/7 PROGREMS 715 | STUDENTS ENSOLLED

LICAL EDUCATION AGENCY (LEA)

Hegales Unifizd District ) 1 2
Sanba £ruz Vatley U d District z 55
AN 5znta Crez County Ristrics 3 118
28 Arizena Uiskrics 220 10,053
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Hzad Stert/Early Heod Start
Head $tzrt s a compiehensive early chifdhood education program for children pre-schoel ege
vwhoss famities meet Incom2 eBgibility eriterfa. Arzena residents not meeting these criterfa may

s are: homieless, in foster care, or recehve
igibility 1s determined by Head Start program staff end some grograms enrell a

percentage of chifdren from fermiizs with Incomas =hove the Poverly Guldelines as well 47

Head Stert zddresses a wids range of early chidhocd neads such s edueation zrd child

dzvelopment, specisl education, hea'th senices, nutriticn, 2nd parent 2nd femily develepment.
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Takle 287 Characterstics of Heod Stort and Forly Feod Start particponts In $nta (ruz Ceunly

GRAN L0

+ CHARACTERISTICS OF FROGRAM PARTIOPANTS

HEAD START [
ENROLLMAENT BY AGE 129%)
Under Ora Year 12 238 -
QreYear 21 Eir) -
Two Years 13 35% - -
Three yeats - - £5 294
Four Yezts - - i 1%
Hisparnc er Letinge Origin 51 10334 255 1007
Hea-Hizpanit/Nondeting Origia (1] - 1 0%
D15 SBAMY SEAVICES
ed Education Flan} 1] - 39 13%
d Famity Senvices Fizn) 1 ri ] -
PRILAARY DISASILTY (D15 GNDSIS AND SERVICES)
Spaechlmpa'rment a - 29 114
Developmantal Delzy 1 2% 5 P
HEALTH BiSURANCE AT ENAOLLMENT A3 24% 57 4
IALAUNIZATIONS AT ERFOLEMENT 49 944 G §5%
O Fret Cante, Crimrd gt prmzed CrET T

Cost of Childeare
In Arizena Tn 2012, {he averege 2nnuzl cost of center-based full-time dii'd c2re for 2nlnfent
wes $8,671, 2nd for a four yeat o'd, $7,398. * The averaze cost of 2 yaer's tuition end fezs atan
Arizena public college was only 10 percent more. The costs of childeare increase with more
than ene child In a household, with the sverage annual cost for ene infent and one fow year old
3t $16,059. Family based providers cost shghtly less, with the annusl cost for 2a Infant at $6,641
2nd for a four year o'd et $6,285. Arizona was rarked 16% Ia the nation fer least-affordabla
childcare for zn Indent in a center, 2nd 147 for least affordable For a four yzar old In a center. At

tha state level, to pay for eenter-based child care for a four year old, a famiy of threa st the
federa! poverty level wot'd spend nearly 40 percent of their 2nnuzlincome, while a famity of
three at 200 parcent of tha federal poverty level would spend almast 20 percent of their anneal
Treame. Table 30 shaws the averzze cost of child cere Ina child eare center for chifdren of

=g Cere e el Anarica. Fareots #+4 the Hgh Contof Oh03 Cere 2013 Rzt
Erp ffs er irares care ol e e O e o I OCTRATC R ZIOL N 21513 £ F

Firt T f Croa Frge oLt E0

Theta are four Head Start centers in the Sznta Cruz region; threain Hoge'ss and one in Rio Rico.
Al of them offer h2'f-dsy sessions.

Earty Head Stert Is a similar program targeted at ferilizs with younger children, and Arizona’s
Early Head Start Frograms zre targeted at Tow-incoma pregnant wiomen 2nd wormsn with
children agad birth to threa years. Exth Early Hezd Start progrzm determings its own &l

fity
riteria, zlthough general efigibility eriteria 2re similar 1o Hzad Start. The gozf of the pragram is
to =l young mothers in befng better tezchers and caregivers for their children, nd to enhance
the development of participsting dhildren. Both home-based and center-based care is provided
by tha Ezrty Head Start Program. There are two Early Hezd Stait programs in the region, both
lacated In the &ty of HHogales.

AN Bead Start and Early Head Stert programs in tha region are oparated by Child-Parent Centers
Ine., whith provides Head Start services to five countizs in southeastern Arizona, Data pronvided
by Chitd-Parent Centers for the region show that tha four Head Start 2nd hwo Early Head Start
programs enrclled a total of 349 chi'dren {297 chitdren in Head Stact, and 32 children in Earty
Hazd Start) in progrem year 2012-2013. The majority of children enrolfed (211 or 60%) were
four years ¢!d {(Chi'd-Parent Centers, February 2014).

Takle 23: Particpation In Heed Storf end Forly Heod Start
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Additionzl Information Is availsble an the characteristies of ehildren enrolled in Head Start 2nd
£arly Head Start In tha region in 2012-2013, shown In Table 20 balow.
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different eges in S2nta Cruz County. These ate estimates for ene chitd in care, fo needing child
care for multiple chi'dren would increasa these costs.

Tob!s 30: Costof early ehidhood core for one Infart {Median cost per dayf
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Tab'a 31 shows the average estimated cost of chid care Ina ¢hitd care center by pereent of
median family tncoma ta a number of commurities in the region, s well asin Santa Cruz
Counly and the state. As ¢zn ba seen, the averzze cost for ful-tima center-based cere In the
region is fikely to exceed the Department of Hea'th end Human Services recommendstion that
patents spend no mora than 10 percent of theit family incoma on child care. Berause thelr
medizn incerme tends to b2 lower (se2 Tebla 11), the percent of intoma spent on childczre by
the averzge single parent would ke ebout twice as high.

Toble 31: Costof full Ume ohild core in 7 child care canter by percent of median family Income™
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Professionat Development

Formal educational attzinment of Ezrly Childhoed Education (ECE) stail is Enked with Improved
quality of care In early cere end education settings. According to the 2012 Early Ceve 2nd
Education Werkforce Survey, the number of assistent tezchers obtaining a credentisl or degrea
Tnereased from 21 pertentin 2007 to 25 parcentin 2012, and the parcentzze of 2fl teachers
ho'ding 3 coeze degree rose from 47 to 50 percent ovar the same time perfod, Dering that
same period however, ths wezes of assistant leachers, teachers and zdministrative directors

viprking in Hicensed early care 2nd education settings scross the state decreased whan 2djusted
for inflztion. Those werking in early care 2nd educstion seitings In Arizona only mzke ebout half
the annuatincome of kindergarten and elementary sthoal teachzrs zcross the state. Elpis
leely that these Issues impzet retention and turnover of early care 2nd education professionals
zross the state.

Scholarships

Fitst Things First offers Teecher Education and Compensstion Helps {TEACH) Schotatships to
suppert chitd care providers In their pursuit of their CDA certification or Assodste of Arts [AA)
certificate/degree. Thiough participation in TEACH, child cere providers (center or heme
based), directors, aselstant directors, teachers, 2nd sssistant teachers working in Erensed ot
regulsted private, public and Tribal programs zre able Lo perticipate in 9-15 college credits of
colleze coursework leading to thelr £DA {Chi'd Developmant Assodiates) wedentiz! or AA
dzgrea. ABzchelor's Degrae modelof the TEACH program s elso currently being piloted Inanz
ETF Region. Accarding to the regian’s 2015 funding plan, 25 of fizcal year 2014, thece were five
child care professionals I the Senta Cruz Region whao had received TEACH scholarships to take
courszaork leading to 20 assaciata’s degreatt

Cppertunitles for Professional Development

In addition to the TEACH schelziships, 3 “Becruitmant Ento Field” professional des
program Is avaiizhle In the Santa Cruz Region fundad by the First Things first Reglana!
Partnarship Council in pzrinership with the lecal community colizge. This nitd

community mambars over 18 years o'd who hold a high schcol d'ploma or Gerzezl Education
Deve'opment (GED} dipkama and provides them with schelzrships for cetlege coursework. The

schelarships cover Lctien end registration For coutses In Early Chitdhood Education. Beczuse
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Figure 14, Felmary Care Areas In the reglon
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Medicafly Urderserved Areas end Populations (MUAs and MUPs) are federa!ly designated areas
af poputations thzt hava 3 need for medical sandces basad on:teo few primary cate previders;
high infant mortality; high poverty; andfor high efdecly population. Graups designated asen
FAUP Includa those with economiz barrers such 25 belng lsrgely low-ncama or Medicaid-
eligible populations, or those with culture andfor Enguistic access barrers to primary care

st 5. With 36 MUAs aed 10 MUPs In Arfzonz, e2ch of Arizona’s 15 countles has some zrezs
designated as medicaliy undersarved sreas or population

The Arizona Department of Heelth Primary Czre Area Program designates Arizona Medieally
Urderserved Argzs (AzMUAS) in order to [dentify portions of the state that may hava
Inadequate zccess to hea'th care. Ezch PCAIs glven 2 score based on 14 wighted tems
Inghuding peints grvan fors embutstery sensitive conditiens; goputatinn ratle; transpertation
score; percentege of population below poverty; parcentage of uninsuted births; kow birth
weight births; prenatal cere; percentage of daath before tha LS. brth tfe expectancy; infant

rtrget el eath Sorvices.
rthauesnent gt
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these indiiduzls are not working in the early chitdhood education fizld at tha time of
recruitment, they zre nat elizibla for TEACH scholarships. However, the Santa Cruz Regienal
Partrarship Councl eonslders this 8 “funnciing pregram” that will eventualy leed these
indfviduals to vork In early hood eare and educstion. In FY2014, 18 professonals
partigpated in this program.®

There is one colleze in the region, Cochise Cellzge, which has the S2nta Cruz Centet in Hogzles,
which oifers =n AA in Early Childhood Edutaticn. Additicnz! support in the reslen for chid care
providers secking professionz| develepment suppert is the Prafessianal Carezr Pathweys
Praject (PCPR).E This program, sponsored by DES provides tuition end texthook support for
sarty chitdhood education dasses for those werking as childcare providers, and (s aveffable for
coursewotk tzken at Cochiss Colleze

Health

Access to Care

The Arizona Department of Hae'th Primary Care Area Program des'gnstes Primery Care Areas
{PCAS) as geagrephieelty based 2reas n which most rasidents seek primary med'czl care withia
the same places. © The labzls for the Primzry Czre Areas 2re drawn from the majer pepulation
centers for those areas, Fach Primary Care Area ='eo carries a designation based enits
population density™. Thera are three Primary Care Areas withln the region: Nogalas (which
intludes Rio Rico Nerthwest 2nd Rig Rico Southwast), Patzzonia, 2nd Tubac (which inchrdes Rio
Rica Horthesst end Rio Rico Southzast). Flgure 14 balow shows a mep of the reglan’s FCAS,
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morlality rete] and pateent minonitias, g'deily, end unemployed. Baszd on thelr scores, the
Tubzr FOA Is desiznated o5 an Arizena Medically Undersanied Ares ® Al of Sents Cruz County
Is designated 25 a Federal i edicaty Underserved 2res,® and 2 of S2nta Cruz County Is also
degiznated es a Dental Health Frofessfons! Shortage Area®

A Rew priotity for the State Title V priaritizs for 2011-2016 for Arizena’s maternzl znd child
haalth population is to Improve access to 2nd guz
According ta 2 2013 repert, Arizona may hsve intreasing czpadty to provide preventive hesith
services for chitdren 2ges birth theugh five yeers threugh funding from Flrsk Things First, 2nd
through potentiz! funding far hoes e Visiting programs threugh the Affordzble Care Act?

+ of preventive hea'th services for chi

Figure 15 thows the ratio of the pepulation to primery care providers Inthe region by FCA. The
ratio of the population 16 the nurter of primary ¢are previders can be used 25 an Indicator of
the healthcars Infrastructure within the region. In Arizona as 3 whole, the ratio of residents per
primary zre provider Is ehout 785:1; In Santa Cruz County it cimbs te 1,740:1. Individual PLAs
In tha region vary, with 3 much lower ratlo of 55021 for the Pategonla PCA

Figure I5. Ratfo of pepalotion to primery core providers by Primary Care Area
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There are severzl haalth care facitties availzb'e to community membars in the region, slthough
they 2re mostly centratized In Nogales; two malar facilities, Holy Cross Hospital end the
headguarters of the Mariposa Cemmunity Hezlth Center, 2re located there.
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Holy Cross Hospitalis a 25-bed Griticat Access Hospital located in Nogeles zndis Santa Cruz
County's only inpatiznt madiczl center, Health care services offered include general mediczl
2nd surgical services, 24-hour emergency care, rehabifitation, mammuozezphy, ultraseund, CT

and MRIimzging, chemotherzpy, hosplce, homa he:
Izsbgratary and Birthing.

2nd lang-term cere, Gl procedures,

Itaripasa Community Hezlth Center is a Federa!ly Quefified Health Center that offers the
Fellowir z rendces: adultfinternal medicing, pediztrics, ohstetrics 2nd gynzcalogy, dentistry,
behaviarat health end a ful-senica phermacy. Commiunity auirezch znd education sarvices zre
provided through the Hezlth and Wellnzss Department (fecmerly Platicamos Salud), which
nchudes a recently opaned building designated solely to WIC, Marlposa Community Hea'th

ical and Dantzl Center 2nd Pztagonta Hzzlth
ing seevices to Patagenia, Senoita and Elgin.)

Center 2150 has two satellite efinics: Ria Rito Med

Center {prov:

The Rio Rico Madical and Dental Center Is staffed by 2 fulldime internal medicine physican and
a full-time pediatriciam. In 2011 a new dentzl chintc was 2dd2d to this factity offering general
dentlstry services by a full-time dentist and complate dentzl support steff,

The Pztagonia Health Center s staffed by a full-tima Farnty Nurse Practitioner 2nd a part-time
Femily Fhysicien. Daity deliveries of prescriptions from tha Health Center's fulbsenvice

ble to patients in this locstion. Alth
svailable ot this dirle, the Family Hurse Practiioner provides ce

pharmacy In Nogalesare wgh ne padistridanls

3 to chifdren.

Horthwest Alied Physlcians 21 Tubze 15 open four days a waek 2nd offers healtheere services
from a Family Nurse Practitioner 2nd a physician certified in family medicine and pediatrics in
tha ity of Tubsg,

Soncita Famity Hezlth whith served Soncita and susrounding areas, closed in September, 2013

Despite thase hea'thezre options, many residents In the region must stilf travel to Tucsen for
many aspects of spadizlty care. Findings from twe 2013 community hezlth zssessments of S2nta
Cruz County showed thet access to adequata healthcare wes a key concern for the residents ™
12 pgth thesa assessmants found a shortzze of bath primaty care providers end rpadh:
resuiting In fong weit times for zppaintments with aval

its,
le providers, or teavzl to Mexico er
Tucson for care. The cost of care, In particulzr copays for those who did haye Insurznce, w

re
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oith tha use of current haz'th dzta, bsseline measures, and areas for specific Improvemznt.
The Healthy People 2020 target for receiving prenatal carein the first timester is 78 pareent er
mote. In Arizona as a who'e, seventy-nine percent of births mest this standard. The kekle
kelow iftustretes the need to addiess the percent of binhs vith exly prenatal care Inthe
resion, whith fall below the Heslthy Peop'e 2020 target across m
for which data are &
target, 71 pareent.

pla years. The latest yezr
., 2012, did shovw the elosest percentzge to the Haakhy Peepla 2020

Figure 17, Avercge pereant of Births with prenstel care begun first trimester by yeor la the Santa Gz
Reglen {2003-2012)
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In 2ddition to eatly care, it is Important that women raceive adeguate grenatzl care throughout
their pregnancy, in erdet to men’tor their hea'th 2nd provide them with infermation for a
healthy pregnzncy 2nd post-natal pericd. The Americzn Cofege of Obstetrics 2nd Gynecelogy
[ACOG) recomimends 2t Jeast 13 prenatel visits for & full-term pregnancy; seven visits or fewer
prenatsl care visits are considered 2n inzdaquate number,™ The Healthy Peopla 2020 targat for
receiving fewer than five prenatal care visits is 2ss than 22 percent, The Sznta Cruz Reglon has
met thes2 targets from 2009-2012, hawever there hat been a tight Increase In the percentzge
of women receiving fous or fewar prenata] visits from 2010 to 204 {see Figure 18).

Fuest i

iso found to be a lzrgz berrjer to care. Anothet key concern was the lack of adequate mantsl
kealth support, with no psychiatrist precticing in the county.

Pregnandies and Births

The populstion of Arizona has grown in recent years, kowsver, the number of births dzerezsed
from 2007 to 2011, with a very slizht Incresse In 2012.1 A5 czn b2 sen In Figure 16, estha
2onua! nunthar of births Tncreassd fght?y In the state in 2012, tha S2nta Cruz Reglon continued
tosee 2 decreass.

Figure 15. fumber of births par ca'endar year In the Santa Cruz Reglen [2609-2012)
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Meny of the risk fzctors far poor birth and neonzia] outcomes can ba mitigated by poed
prematal ezre, which s most effectivs if delivered early and throughout preznancy to provide

e A e U e s dats e Led fro B e Th g Pl

risk sssessment, treatment For medical conditions of risk reduction, and education. Research
has suzgested that the benefits of prenatzl care zre most proncunced for secloeconomicatly
diszdramezed viomazn, and prenata! care decreases the risk of nzenatzl mostality, infant
martality, premature hirths, and low-binh-weight births ™ Care sheuld Ideally beginIn the first
trimester.

Healthy Pecple Is a science-based government Inftiativa which prevides 10-yezr natlenal
oblectives for Improving tha health of Amerleans. Healthy People 2020 targets are developed

erat 2od €hrd Health Sersices T V Focd Grent, Sate Karrathae for frgora, AppTeesion for 2004, Arval Paprt for
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Figure 18, Avercge percant of Erths with fewer than fi2 prenztol care visits by year In the Santa Lruz
Reglen {2003-2012)
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taw bitth waight is the risk fzctar most closely assedsted with nzonatal death; thus,
improvements in infant Eirth waight can contribute substantizlty to réductions in the infant
mortaity rate. Low birth weizht Is assodated with 2 numer of fzctors Incfuding maternal
smeking or 2'cchol use, insdequate maternzl weight gain, maternz! ege youngerthzn 15 or
clder than 35 years, infections Involving the wterus orin the fatus, placents! problems, end
birth defects™, 25 well a5 2ir polfution™. The Haclthy Pecp'e 2020 target Is 7.8 percentor fewer
births where babies are a low birth welght. As shown n Fizure 19 befow, tha region hss
treproved In this srea since 2069, now meeting the Healthy People 2020 targst.
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First Things Tisst

Figura 18, Avercge percent of Births viith fow bieth weight (5 (5., 802, or lass) irths By yeor in the
Sonta Cruz Reglan (2003-2012)

Cepsrdmentef Fesih Sorvies (2319 -
Doty Feguest

Teenage parenthond, particefary when teenzge mothers are under 18 yeers of ege, s
zscoriated with a number of health concarns fur Infents, Including rzonatal death, sudden
infent desth syndrotrie, and chitd sbuse and neglect. 7 in addition, the children of teanzga
mothets ere mere likely to hzve lower school achizvement znd drop out of high scheol, be
inczreerated at some time during edalescence, give birth &5 a teenzger, end face
unemploymant 35 a young 2dult, Teenzzed mothers themsalues ere fesy Prely to complete high
schoal or co'lege, end mare Ikely to requite public ascistance and to live in poverty then their
peers whe are not mothers. ™

The teen Birth rate In Arizena in 2017 wes 18.7/1000 for fermalzs zzad 15-17, 2nd 66.1/1000 for
fernz'es aged 18-19. Although th2 number of tezn birhs in Arizona has dramatically decreased
in recentyaars, Arizona stid hss the 117 highest teen birth rate nationzF? Beczuse young
{een perenthood (10-17) canhava far-n ing consaquences for mother and baby alike, and
cAder teen parenthoed (18-19) can continue ta Impact educationzl attaTnment, these rates

indicete that teen parenthosd senviees for teen pazents may be tmportant strateglasto
consider In erder to improve tha welbbaing of young children inthese areas.

Tn 2012, nina percent of !l Births in Afizana were to mothzrs e5ed 19 or younger; In the Santa
Cruz Regien, 16 percent of births were ta tean maothers {s¢2 Fgure 20).
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Figure 21, Percent of preteem births funder 37 weeks) In the Scata Gruz Reglon by year [2095-2012)
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tiote thzn hz'f of the Births {$23) in the $znta Cruz Region ware to unmarrizd mothers in 2012,
up stightly from 2009. This is 2'so shzhtly Hizher thaa the ciate of Arizona, whet2 45 parcent of
Births I 2012 were to unmarvisd mothats.

Figire 22. Births 1o vrunarrizd prothers in the Santa Cruz Reglan by yeor (2093-2012)
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The nuerbzr of births te women with AHCCCS Insurance covarage hasincreasedintheregion in
recent years, vith almost 70 percent of births in the region having AHCCCS or HS as the payee
for birth expenses. This is considershly hizher than the state as a whale, which had 55 parcent
of blrths with AHCCCS or fHS 5 the peyea In 2012,
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=1

Frep e antof Beh Services (2524 £

Arizenz had the largest deckinz Intezn pregnancy In the nation between 2007 and 2010, with 2
29 percent decline.f However the teen birth rate in Atizana is st hizher thzn the nationat
average, for both girls 2zed 10-14 2nd 15-19. In Arizona, teen pregnancy was estlmated to have
cosl the stata $240 miffon in 2010. The costs in previsus years had been much kigher end if the
declines Inteen pregnancy seen in recent years had riat eecurred, the state would have needed
to sgand en estimated $287 milfon more in 2010.% Reducing the rate of teen pregaancy smong
youth less than 19 yzars of eze is one of the ten State Title V priorities for 20112036 for
Arizena’s maternzl znd child health papulztion®,

Althsugh teen pregrancy Is often linked with preterm births®, the percent of preterm Birthsin
1he region falls below the Healthy Peopla 2020 targat, end in 2012 vwws the s=mz &s tha state
with nine pereent of bitths belng preterm births.
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Very few women In the S2nta Cruz Region report using tobacco during pregnancy, meeting the
Health Peaple 2020 target. The parcent of women smoking during pregnancy in the region (1%)
1s much lowr than for women statewide [43).

Figure 24. Tobueco use durlng pregnancy In the Sonta Cruz Reglon By year (2009-2012)
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Insurance Coverage

Affordable Care Act ond ifedicold Expansion
Tn 2012, Arizona had the third highest rate of uninsuted childien In tha country, with 13 percent
of the state's ch?dren [Ihuée under 18 yeats of 2ze) uninsured ™
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The Patiznt Protection and Affcrdable Care Act {ACA) wes sizned inta law on March 23, 20310,
The ACA aims to expsnd zccess Lo haalkh care coverzge, requires Insurers 1o cover preventative
and screzning sarvices such as vacdnations, and ensures eoverage for these with pre-eudsting
conditions., [n 2013, states covld chonse ta expend Kedicaid, with the federel government
covering the entire cost for thtee yzats 2nd 90 percent thereafter, which Arizona chose to da.
Arizorans who garn bess then 133 parcent of the fedsral poverty level [epprodmately $14,000
sband $29,000 for a family of four) are ol i {ARCCCS),
while those with an income between 100 2nd 400 parcent of the federzl poverty Tevel who are
ot elgible for other affordable coverage may recelye tax aradits to help ofret the cost of
Insutance premiums. & Thess individuals cen purchese health Insurance thru health Insurance
exchanges. The ACA requires most Americans to ebtain Insurznce coverage.

e to enrcll In Meds

In 2ddition to Immunizalions, the ACA requires Insurance plans to cover a numbaer of "essentizl”
sanices relevant to children. These induds routine eyz exams end eye glastes for children once
seryear, and dental check-ups for children every six menths.® However, In Arizena, offered
hezlth plans 2re not required toinclude these pediatric vition and oral services, aslong as

supplemantal, stand-2lone pediatic dentel and viglen plans are aveiable to consumers.® A
potentizl barrar to this method Is that a separate, edditienz! premium for this supplemantal
Elants requited™, and subsidles witl not be aveTable for these separately purchased plans®™,
Both thease fzctors may make these supplemantal padiatric dental and visien plans unsffordable
for some f2mifies. in 2ddition, whan these "essentizl’ senvices 212 offeredin a stend-2lone plan,
famifies 2re not required to purchase them to svold penalties. These factors may Emit the
uptahe of pediatric dentzl 2nd vislen coverage in Arfizona.

Tab'e 32 shows the percent of the populaticn in the region, county, state 2nd 1eglona!
communitizs who zre estimzted to bz uninsured. The percentzge of the tota! pepulation
uninsuced in the region {21%) is Wgher thza the pereentzge of eninsured children 2ged birth
through five in the resion {133), while both are stightly hizher than the parcentages without
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Combined, KidsCara 2nd KidsCzre flinsured sbout 42,000 Arfzona children, with almost 30
pareent being covered thru tha KidsCare |Eprogram. On February 1, 2014, KdsCare Il was
eliminsted, Familizs of thzse childrenthen had twa oplions for Insurence coverage; they tould
enroll in Medicald {AHCCCS)f they earn less than 133 percent of the FPL, or buy subsidized
Tnsurance on tha ACA heahhinsurance exchange if they mada batw=en 133 and 200 percent of
1he £FL Howevas this laaves a gap group of up to 15,000 kids In Arizona whose fam
afford fnsurence bzezuse they don't qualdy for sub

sean't

es. A sefuticn proposed by Arfzena
|zgislators Is to again aliow chifdren whose families ezrn batween 133 2nd 200 parcent of the
poverty level to enroll In 1odsCare.5

Currently, errollment for the orlginal KidsCere will remain frozen In 2014, Children envolied In
KidsCare with famitzs making between 133 percent ard 200 percent of the FRL will remainin
KidsCare as Jong as they continue to mest eligibity requiremants, and continue paying the
monthly premium. Children enrolled In KidsCare whose famiias mzke between 100 2nd 133
percent of the FPLwill be maved to Medicaid {AHCCCS), New applicants to I04sCare with
tncomes below 133 parcent of the FPL vl ba efigibla for Medicald [AHCCCS). Applicants with
incomes abova 133 percent of the FPLwill ke referred to the ACA healthinsurznce exchanges
to purchasa [potenlizlly subsidized) health Insurarce™.

Table 33 below shows that very faw children in both the region and the state were envolled In
KidsCere in 2014,

Tabfe 33, Chitdran (0-17) with KidsCare coverage (2012.2014]

GEOGRAPAY 1 POPULATION (0-17)F 1 MARGH 3012 2 T MARCH 013 - T MARGE 2014
Sarta Oruz County 14,560 170 12% - 420 2.5% 26 034
Srizona L625.014 15646 OTA , 35855 223% 2,148 01%
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Developmental Screentngs and Services for Chiidren with Spedal Developmentaf and Health
Care Needs

The Arizona Child Find programisa ponent of the Individuz!s with Diszbifies Education Aot
{IDEA) that reguires states ta Wantify and eveluate afl childran with disabifities (birth through
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health insurzrce in the state as a whole {1735 and 11%). The estimatgd
paptation without insarznce 2lsa varies across communitles in the region.

Takle 22; Parcent of poputation uninsured
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Medicaid [AHCCCS) and fidsCare Coveroge
Chitdren tn Arizona are covered by the Arizona Health Care Cost Contalnment System {AHCCCS),
Arizena’s Medicaid, through both tha Title XIX program (Traditional Medics'd 2nd the
Proposition 204 expansion of this coverzge of up te 100 parcent of the Federal Poverty Levetor
FPL} 2nd tha Titfe XXI program (Arizena's Childrem's Hezlth Insurance Program known as
KidsCare). KidsCare operates as part of the AHCCCS program and prevides coverzga for children
T househo!ds with Incores between 100 2nd 200 parcent of the FFL Hewever, dua ta bzt
zuts at tha stata level, enroliment in the KdsCare Program was frozen on January 1, 2010, and
te new spplicants were referred to the KidsCere Office to b2 sdded to a wziting Bst.

Beginning May 1, 2012 a temporary naw program <2'led KidsCare || berzme aveilzble through
wery 31, 2014, For a imited number of elizible children, KideCare 1t had the same benefits
2nd premium requiraments as KidsCare, but with a lowzr income [
open to childrenin Fouszh
family size. Monthly pre
fadsCate ST

it for eligibifity; it was only
Ids with incomzs from 100 ta 175 percent of the FFL, based on
m payments, however, ware lower for KidsCare lihza for
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252 21} to attempt to essure that they receive the supparts end sanices they need. Children
ere identified through physicizns, perent referrels, school districts and screenings at comemunity
events, Ezch Arizona school district Is mandated to participate in Child Find end to provida
preschool services to children with speciz! neads efther though their own wchoo!s or threugh
sgresments with other programs such as Head St=rt.

Tha Hationsl Survey of Children with Specizl Hes'th Care Nieds estimated thet 2.6 pareznt of
chitdren from birth 1o fiva {and zhout 173 of scheateged children) in Arizona have speca!
health care needs, defined brozdly as “those who have or are at Increased risk for a chronle
physiczl, developmental, behavioral, ¢r emotionz! condition 2nd who slso require health and
relsted services of a type er amount beyond thet regquired by chitdren genzrafly”. 5% The sunvey
2150 estimztes that nearly ene In threa Arizana children with spediat hea'th care nzeds hava en
unmetneed for health carg services [cornpared to about ane In four nationatly).

In 2ddition, 2thoush 2l newborns In Arlzona are screensad for hearing foss 8t Birth,
zppreximetely ona third of those who fz! this initfal scresning den't receive appropriate follow
up services to address this suditory need ®

A2EIP Refzerals and Services
Sereening and evzlustion for children from blrth to three are provided by the Arfzona Early
Intervention Program {AE(F), which e'so provides services or mekes refervals to ather
2ppropriate egendles {e.g. for Dhvision of Develepmental Disabititizs (DDD) case manzgement).
Children eligible for AZEIP services ere those who have not rezched 50 percent of the
developmental miestenes for his or her z2ge in one or more of the following ereas: physical,
cognitiva, communicatlon/lznguage, sodz!femotional or &d
high risk for developmental delay batzuse of an este!

va self-help. Children who gre at

ishad condition {e.g., prematurity,
cerebral pa'sy, spina bifida, among others) zre 2lso eligible. Fam¥es whe have a child wha is
determined ta be eligible for services work with the service grovider to develop an
individualized Family Service Plan that ideatifies femily prioritizs, child znd femily outcomes.
desirad, 2nd the services needed to suppert attainment of those cutcomes,

E1? praviders can offer, where aveilable, an erray ofservices Lo elizibla children and their
famsties, including asslstiva technology, audiclegy, Femily tralnlng, counseling 2nd in-home
wisits, health sznices, medicel sendees for gt

2znostic evaluation purposes, nursing services,
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rutrition, accupaticnsl therspy, physical therapy, psychalagical xenvices, service coordinztion,
sacial work, spaeial Instruction, speech-languzge therapy, vision senvices, and transportation (o
gnstle the chid and family to participate In ezrly Intervantion senvices). The contracted AzEIP
providers In Sznta Cruz County are Child and Farrily Resources and the Easter S2als 8lake
Foundation.®¥

Privateinsurance afien dezs not covar the therzpiss needed for childeen. The 2003-2010
National Survey of Children with Special Health Cate Meeds found that about 22 pareant of
fasmifies with 3 child with spacfal health care needs pay $1,000 of mere In out of pocket redica!
expanses.? The cost of care has Bacome 2n even mare substantis! issuz as state budget
shortfalls have led AzEIP to kegin instituling a system of feas for certain services. Althoughno
fees ere assodsted with determ! ty or developing 2n lvdividuztized Family Sendiee
Plan, some senvices that were praviousty offered free of charge, such as speach, cocupationa!
2nd physical therzpy, now have fees for those not enrolled in AHCCCS.®® However, in 2n effary
to help reduce the finandal burden for senvices on families, A2EIP has recently propesed to
efimirate Family Cast Participation, which requires families to thare In the costs of eerly
intervention services based upon femily size 2nd income. AZEIP Is currently n the process of
recehdng public comment about this proposed changa In poficy.”

2 el

fogicnal AZEIP data were unzvai'sble for the current repart, however statedevel data was
provided. The tabla below shows the total, unduplieated number of children s2nved by A2EVP
from 20069 ko 2012, The data provided was point In time data for eechyezr, Ascanba seenin
Tzbia 34, the number of children served in Arizona by AzEIP, The Arizona Schools for the Deaf
znd Blind, 2nd DOD has dzcreazed overa!l from 2003 10 2012,

Tabie 33: Number of A2£1P eF3iblz ¢fildrea servad In Arizona
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Patazorta Bementary District 2 (=] €25 113

Sznits Cruz Elementary District 2 129 €25 113
Santa Orur Ve Unifigd District 10 1973 1€5 5%

Senslta Elmaatary District 2 23 <23 Ds
Al S2nta (ruz County Charter Schasls 3 132 <25 DS
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Immunizations

gecammanded immunizatiens for chi'dren birth through aze six 2re desizned to protect infants
and children when they are mest vulnzreble, znd before they ate exposed to thess potentiatiy
Efe-threstenlng diseases.? Parsonz! belief exemptions, parents/guzrdizns opting out of
requied Immunizations for their children for personal reasons rather then medical onzs, have
risen in Arizens kindergartens In recent yzers from 1.6 parcent 1n 2803 to 3.9 percent for the
2012-2013 school year.t< More than a third of kindergartens (35%), 2nd 23 percent of chideare
facitias In tha state have persons| belief exemption rates greater than five pzreent. Personal
belel exemplions zre most often dene for corvenlence (it may be eacier than obtalning
veceination records) or duz to fears gbout the negativa health consequences of the vacdne
itself. Thos2 obtaining personz! belief exermptions in kindergarten seitings are more likely to ba
from white, highar income far:

ies, with highar rates zlse found in charter schools compared ta
public scheals ™ Thisis pertleufarly interesting when considered 2fong with the fact thst
Artzona has the highest number of charter sehoe!s in the country. Geographic dustering of high
personal befef exemption rates also exists In the state, which is of partfcular concern when
cans’dering the &

heod of vaccine-preventab!s disease autbreaks, e.g., pertussis. Insum,
parental refusal to vacdnzte Is contributing to lev

s of under-vatdnation zeross the state.
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DD Services

Tha Division of Developmental Dis
state. DBD supports the family unit by encours ¥ Lo serve as primary taregivers
and by providing In-heme assfstance 263 respite care. To qualify for DDD senvices an individual
must have 3 cognitive delay, cerebr
dibays. In zddition, the dalsy must li g eraass
saif-care, communication, lesrningz, mobility, indepandent Tving. or earning potential, Chifdren
2zed birth through two 2re eligib's if they thow significant delays In one or more zrea of
development They ate often served by the Arizona Early Intervention Pregram [AZEIP) which
werks to support their devdopment end ceach the family In supporting the child’s

ities (DDD) serves 2dults 2nd children througheut the

13 tha fam

2lsy, autisem, epilepsy or be ¢ risk for onz of thes2
the Individual in theee or mace of the fello

development. Chitdren aged three to sic 2re eligible if they are at-risk for a developmantal delay
ifthey don't receive senvices. DDD 2lsa offers support groups fer families dealing with sutism ot
Dawns Syndrome or fam

5 reciving services who zre Spznish-spaaking oty ™

The number ef children recelding sendees from DDD in the 52nta Cruz Rezicn are too small ts
report due to data suppression guida'ines. Howsver, in tha reglon, tha number of children from
birth to 2.9 years of 222 recefving services has Intressed by 40 percent from 2010 to 2012,

whilz the numbar of thitdren between the ezes of three and 5.9 years recehing services has
decreased by 33 percent during the same time, The rumber af visits mada by DDD to provids
services has howaver increzsed continually from 2010 to 2012 from & low of 1,254 visits in 2010
10 2 high of 1,704 visits In 2012.37

Preschool ord Elementary School Children Enrolled In Special Fducation

Another Indicator of the nzeds for de.
nz&ds is the number of chiddren enreled in specal education withla schosls. Because of the

prental senices end services for children with specizl

sma'l number of students In somez sthoals In tha region, data suppression guldelines enly
2llowed viewing of data for two districts In the regien. As can be szenin Tabl2 35, the
percantzze of siudeats enrclled in spacizl education Is pina perceat bn the Nogales Unified and
Soncita Elemantary Districts. Across the stete, 12 pereent of prescheol and elementary scheal
students zre enroled In spcial education.
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In response to theee concerns, the Arizena Oepartmart of Health Senvices has developsd an
Action Flzn to Addrass Increasing Vaccine Exemptions.*® This plzn includes stretegiss simed at

schools, childcare centers, physidans’ offices and parents consisting of revicions to exemptions
forms, educztion zrd training, streamlined Immunization reporting end better resources

covering Immunizaticn requiremznts. Impzmentation of these strategies hras bezun and rates

of exemptions will ba trecked over time to judge the success of thase strategies,

Santa {ruz County Is cet onz of the 2rezs in the state with high rates of personal beliaf
exemptions. In fact, within chid ¢are settings, religious and medical exemptions zre rare [cz2
Tzble 36), and are cnly fightly higker In bindergarten settings (see Teble 37).

Tekle 35, bmmunization rates for cfildren encelled fn cki'd care (2012-2013F
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Behaylaral Haalth

Reseaichers and early chidhood praclitioners have come to recognize the impenznce of
healthy social and emational developmant in Infants znd youngz chitdren = Infant and toddler
rnantzl health is the young child’s devaloping capa¢ity o “expetience, fegulate 2nd express
emations; farm closa Interpersona! relstionships; 2nd explore the environment and learn.*¥
When young children expericnee stress end trauma they have limited responses avaifable to
react to thoss experlences. Mentzl hea'th disorders In small eht'dren might be exhibited in
physieal symptems, delayed devalopmeant, uncentrollable arying, sleep problems, of Tn older
teddiers, eggression or impulisiva Behavior ' A number of interacting Factors influenze tha
younz chi'd’s haalthy develepment, including bloTogleal Faetors {which czn be affected by
prenstal end postnsts! experiences), envirenmantal facters, and relationship factors. 11

A continuum of senices to zddress infant 2nd toddler mental health prometion, prevention and
tntervention has been proposed by @ number of pationzl organizatians. Pecommendations to
athieve a comprehensive system of infent and teddler mental hez!th services would ndude 1)
the Intzgration of infant and eddler mentzl heatth into ol dhild-related services and systems,
2} ensuring eatlize identificztion of znd intervention for mentel hes!th disorders in infznts,
toddters end their parents by providing ¢hild and Family practifioners with serezalng and
assessment teols, 3) enhznding system capacity through prafesstonzl development end trelning
far all typzs of providers, 4} providing comprehensiva mental health sendices for infents and
young children In foster care, 2nd 5) enzaging chi
mentzl hezlth consultation and support. iz

care programs by providing 2rcess to
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childhiced nd therapies specific to Interacting with chitdren, particularly in more turl areas,
has been noted as anz baerizr to meating the full continuum of service needs for yourg
chidren. Children in foster care are also more Ikely 1o b presaib2d pyychotropic medications
thzn other children, likely due ta 2 combination of thelr eaposure to complex trauma and the
Jzck of svailzbla assessmeat and treatment for these yourg chitdren.?? Vinlsnce-exposed
chi'dren who get trzuma-focused treatment can ke very resifient end develop successlully. To
zehieve this there needs to ba better and quicker identification of ren exposad to violznce
and raumz 2nd In need of mental health Interventian, and more child-spedfic, trauma-
Informed servces avaitable to treat these chitdren 22

Ozat Health

Orzl kazth Is 2n esseabial compenent of a youna ¢hild’s overall health end well-being, as dente}
dicease Is stronzly correlated with both sodlo-psychological and physiczl health problems,
incddudina Impaired speech devalopment, poor sodst relationships, decreased schaol
performance, dizbetes, 2nd cardiovasaular problems. Although pediatricians end dentists

recommend that children should hava their first dante! visit by 23e one, half of Arizona children
zz2d birth through four yzars have never sean 3 dantist. ¥ Tn a statewida survey conducted by
the Arizona Depertient of Hezlth Sendces, Office of Oral Health, parents dted difficulties n
finding a provider who wil see very young ehildren (2434), and the beliefthat the chid does not
reed to sta 2 dentist {4632) ss primary rezsens for not taking their child ta the dantist. 13

Sereentngs conducted In Arizona preschools in 2003-2009 found that seven pereent of children
sged ona year endyounger showed the first fzns of tooth decay, and 28 parcent of children
zzed birth though four years had untreated tooth decay. Thirty-caven percent of four year elds
wete identifed as needing dental cere within waaks te evold mere sigrificant predlems, whitz

three percent of four yzar olds were Ientifisd 55 nsading urgent trestments dua to sevare
dacay. ¥ Arizons had nearly twice tha propartion of children 2zed two to four years with
untreated teath dacay (303} compared to the US 35 a whe's (16%) and were more thea three

= Soviees. Letter t $nte Dirasters for Onld Wedare Dated bty 11 2013
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hlentzl heslth suppatt 2ad servites have been cited 25 2n 21ea of high needin Santa Cruz
Couaty. 3.3 The need for programs znd senvices specificatly for young children sre likely exen
raore caree In the region.

Enroliment In Public Behavieral Health System

In Arizana, the Divisten of Behaviors! Health $envices (DBKS) of the Arizona Department of
Health Services contracts with community-based argznizations, known 25 Reglonal Behavioral
Health Autheritizs {kBitAs) end Tribz) Regionat Behmdoral Hez!th Authorities (TRBHAS), to
administer behadorat health sendces. Arizona s divided [nta separate gecgrephica) senvice
areas served by werious RBHASYY: Cenpatico Behaviora) Hezth Senvices (CBHS) serves La Paz,
Yuma, Green'es, Greham, Cochise, Santa Cruz, Gila, and Pinzl Countizs. In 2012, there were
25,168 enrolleas in CBHS, representing 83 percent of those enrclled in Arizona RHEAS.™

£ach REHA contracts with a network of service providers similer 1o health plans ta deliver a
range of behsdoral health services, induding treatment pragrams for 2dults with substencz
ren with serfous emetional disturbznce.

shuse disarders, 2nd services for
In 2012, over 213,000 Asizanzns wire entollzd in the public behavieral health sstem.
According to Arzena Department of Health data, 63,743 (3234) of envollecs were children or
adoleseents, up fram 21 percent in 2011; chitdren zzed birth though five years comprised

elmost five percent of all enroliess!? In 2012, compared to four parcent i 201174, With about
546,669 children zzed birth to five in Aritons, this means that 2'most lwe pereent of young
children stelewide are receiving care in the public behavieral heslth system. Itls Phely that
there is a much higher praportion of young children in need of thess types of services than are
recelving them. The lack of highly tralned menta! health professionals with expertize In early
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tirmas hizher than the Healthy People 2010 target of nina percent. Untreated deczy was hishest
zst ehTdren whose parents had Tess then a hizh school educstion, 1

An edditionzl barrizt to adequate dentz! care for children s tha fact that Arizona has 155
decignated Dental Health Professlonal Shottage Areas; 21 of Santa Cruz County Is designated as
cuch. Theen represent areas with a lzck of dentel providers, aress with geographle barrizrs to
accassing tzre, and £reas with l2rg2 low-intome pepulztions who would be unzble to sfford
cate Arizona nezds en estimated 246 additional denlal health professionals to mest the neads
of Arizonzns ™

Ona item from the 2012 Family & Community Survey assestes whether young children have
regulzr denta! visits with the sz es in the Santa
y to zzree that they have a regutar pravider of dentef cere for
their younz children than famTies In the stste a5 a whots (79%). This finding may indicate the
Impact of the naw dentz! ¢finfe a1 the Ria Rico Medical end Dantz! Center,

»a provider. As cen be teén In Figure 25, fer

Cruz Rigion (887t} arz moral

Hgure 25; Family & Commanity Sunvey 2012: Regular dental care

11V CHILD/CHILDREN AGE 5 AHD UKDER HAYE REGULAR
VISITS WITH THE SAME DENTAL PROVIDER
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Overweizht and Ohesity

Overwelzht children are at Increassd risk for becol

ing obzse Childhood chesity ks assodated

with a number of hea'th and psycho-sodzl problems, including high blood pressure, high
chelestere], Type 2 dizbates end zsthma. Childhood obasity is 2lso a strong predicter of adu’t
obasity, with its related health risks. Of particulzr concein for younger thidren is reszarch that
shaws a chiid who enters kindergarten cver
2ges of five snd 14, then 2

tls more likely ta become abese between the
itd who Is not everwzight before indergartent®s,

A maJor nzav report reveeled promising news, however: a 43 percent dechine in the obesity rate
emong children 2ged bwo te five years-old in the Urnited States over the past decade, from
2bout 14 percent to zbout 8 percent 147 While the cause for the decline Is not knoum, possible
reasons nclude reduced censumption of everzd czlories and sugary drinks by younz chitdren,
tnereased breastfeeding andfcr state, lotel or federz] policies 2Tmed &t reduding chegty, Whila
this decline Is indeed promising, the disproperionste rates of obesity In minority and low-
incoma children remain. Nationz!ly 2meng two to fiva year oldsin 2012, sbout four percent of
white children were cbese, camparad ta 11 parcent of Back children and 17 percent of
Hispanic children. This is in 2pite of falrly simif2r obesity rates for childien under biwo years ald.
And while 18 cther states hava shown a decrezse In obasity amaong law-Ircomz preschoclers
Setween 2008 and 2011, Arizona was not ang of thosa states.1™?

As noted atove, bresstfeadng czn play a role in obesity prevention for bables. This elsa holds
true for mothers, Exdustely breastfeeding among Arizona WIC partidipants doubled Betwean
2007 znad 2011, 2lthough tha melarity of Infants on WIC zre st formuta fed 1™ The Centers for
Disease Centrol 2nd Prevention eko recommend supparting breastfeeding i hospltals and the
workplace a5 3 $trategy to decrease childdhood ebasity'™®,

In Santa Cruz County Tn 2011, 14 parcent of children 2ged brith through frva years of 2z were
obese. For children eged two to five years of aze in Sznta Crus County in the same year, 17
percent wzre overweizht, and 16 percent were obese. These figures zre sTzhtly higher thsn
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Substance Use

£xposure to adversa childhood experiznces including sbuse, reglzet 2and household dysfunction
can Jzad to a varlzty of consequences, Including increased risk of 2'coholism 2nd increased
litalhcad of initiating drug use end erperizncing eddiction®™,

In Arizons In 2012, the age-edjusted mortzlity rate for elcoholinduced deaths ves
14.2/109,000. This rate in S2nta Cruz County Wes shizhtly loveer at 11.6/100,000, the third
lowest county rate In the state 1 In Arizona In 2012, the sge-adiusted morfabity rate for drug-
fnduced daaths was 16.3/100,000. This rate was 2gala kower in S2nta Cruz County 2t
85/100,000, snd aga'n the third lowest county ratain the state.

Family Support

Chitd Welfare

Chi'd 2buse and neglect cen have sedous edverse develepmental Impacts, end infznts and
teddlars are at the greatest risk for negative outcomes. Infants end toddars who have been
2bused or neglected are six mes more likely than other children to suffer From developmental
delays. Later In life, it is not uncormon far maitreated chi'dren to experiance school fatture,
engzge in eriminet behavior, or struzgle with menta! endfor physlcal illness. Howeaeer, research
has demonstrated that 2lthoush Infants 2nd toddlers 2re the mast vulnersbla fo maltraatment,
they ere also most posituely Impadied by Intervention, which has bzzn shown tobe particutarly
effectiva with this 2ge group. Thls research underscores the fmportance :;fearmdenliﬁcalion
of 2nd intervention for child maltreatment, as it cannat enly chanze the cutleak for young
chitdren, but 2lso ultimately sava state and federal zgencies ronay in the usage of othar
services ¥,

Children with disza! las ara atincreased rlsk of child abuse, espectally ect, Children with
disabifitles related to communication, leztning, 2ad sensory or behavior diserders appaar ta ba
at Increased ris’ Authers of 2 recent study revieaTng the current Fterature on chidd abuse, child
oratection and diszbled children also noted that the level of child abuse end neglect of diszbled
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those for tha state s a whofz. In 2011, 13 percent of childeen in the state 2ged birth through
five yaers were obase, 2nd 16 percent of chitdren 2zed two thraugh fiva ware evarweizht, and
14 were classified as ohese

Chitd Fatalitles

Since 2005, the Arirona Child Fatality Review Program has reylawed the death of every child
who died In the stzte. In2012, there were 854 child fatefities (2zed birth to 18) in Arizona. Of
these, 72 percent (616) were younz children between birth end frve years a/d 32 Mora thzn
ana third of thece deaths (325, or 383) were during the reonatzl perled (birth-27 days) end
were due to natural cevsss [premszturity, congenitzl znomaties, and other mediczl conditions).
About ene-fifth {171, 2034} viete during Infancy {28-365 days), of which almast tao-thirds (6434}
were undetermined (mest of which {81, 477) attributed to Sudden Infant Death Syndrome).
Onz in seven deaths In early childhood {120, or 143t} wara of children one to four years of zge.
In this zge group, 40 percent of deaths were altriduted to homldde, and 15 percent were duz
ta drawning.

Local Child Fatelity Revie s Teams review each death and make a determination of
preventzbfity for each death, atter reviewing alt avzitable mformation cn the dreumstances (in
935 of ¢ases, there were unabla 1o determine preventzbility). Based on thesa reviews, the
tearns concludad that five parcent of perinate! deaths, 49 percent of infant daaths, and 49
pereent of young child deaths ware prevantakle,

The Chi'd Fata!ty Review Tezms 2'so meke 2 determinztion of whether the death can be
dassfied as maltreatment by parent, guardian of caretaker, based en thelr 20ting, or failing to
2tt, in a way that presents a risk of serlous harm to the ehitd, S=ven parcent (S8) of 24 daaths
of children frem tirth to fiva were classified as mattreatment. These may hava been dlassified
2s homidide {2.8. due to zhusive head trauma), nztural (8., prenatzt substance use that
resulted In premature birth, of Feilure 1o seck medical czre), or zecidental [eg., unintentional
Injurtes cauced by ne;

ence or impzired driving).

The rumbar of child fatatties has inereased In Sznta Cruz Cotnty bebweean 2007 and 2012, with

stx deaths reported in 2007, stc 2za'n In 2008, seven in 2003, nine in 2010, only fourin 2011 2nd
ning 2z2!nin 201213
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chifdren is Lxely underteported and that chitdren with d:: izs areinneed of greater
altention Lo improva child shuss prevention and protection efforts.1¥?

What constitutes childhood neglect (intermittent, chronic and/er severel, end how these

vels affect children is becoming mere clearly understood. ™™ Fram shortly after birth,
inthe

vanynzle

tha child’s Interaction with carggivers impzcis the farmation of nsurat connections wi
developing brz!in. IF those Interzetions zre incansistent, tnzppropriate or ebsent these
connections czn be disrupted, and lzter hea'th, learning end behavior cen be impacted. As with
other Issves affecting children, earfier identification 2nd intervention for thase experending
neglect s key, couplad with polides end prozrams focusing on prevention 10 stop neghzet

2!
before it ocours,

Tha Deparimznt of Health end Human $anices has utlined a ross-systems approach to
promaoting the welkbeing of children who have exparlenced treuma.t*? The essantial
components of this eppreach indude 1) pariedic functicnzt essessmerts of the child’s well-
being, 2} trauma sereening to eveluste trauma symptoms andfor histery, 3} en In-depth, dinteal
mentabhea'th zssessoment, 2nd 4) outeomea measurement and progress monitoning to assess
the epprogpelateness of services at both the individuzl and systems level

{rs
n 2013, tha Arizcna Department of Economlc Security’s {DES) n cf Children, Youth znd
Famiies (DCYF) was the state-administrated child welfare services agency that aversaw Chil
Protectiva S=rvices ((P5), the state program marndated for the protectlon of ¢

ren zll=ged to
ke ebused end neglected. This program receives, scraens and investizates e¥egations of chiid
abuse end neglact, parforms assessments of child safety, sssesszs tha imminent sk of harm to
tha ¢hildien, and evalustes conditions that suppert or refute tha afleged ebuse or neglect and
rezd fer emargency Intervention. CPS 2!se provides senvices degizned to stabilize a family in
trisis &nd to préserve the family unit by reduding safety #nd sk factors, On January 13, 2614,
the Governor of Artzona sizned an Exscutiya Order abelishing the Arirona Department af
£conomit Szeurity’s [DES) Division of Chitdren, Youth & Famlies [DCYF) end establishing a new
ceblnet level Division of Child Safety & Family Services {DCSFS) which would focus on end house

I Suaken, K, & Mebrtha, K (2012) €674 4tse, o pratecion 2o $xmabled entdnen At clietent rezearch. 74
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5 laveis

tha state child v.e'fare programs, induding CPS, fostet care, adoption, and the Comprehensive
IMedical and Dantal Program.*? CPS s now known as the Depariment of Chitd Safery ¥

The Arizona Depariment of Eeonomic Security (DTS} provided data enthe rumbar of children
d from thelr homes within fiscal years 2011, 2012, and 2013 who were fovz years or
younzer st tha time of removal. Teble 38 shows these numbers for the Santa Cruz Pesion,
communites within the region, tha caunty and the state. The nurrber of ehitdren remaved
belwzen the azas of birth and five has decreased fram 2011 te 2013, in the region [-13%) and
county {-11%). This Is cantrary to the psttern In the state, which has sezn 2 35 petcent increase
In remevats of young children between the yezrs 2011 2nd 2013,

reme

Tekie 38: Numbet of ehiidren removed fram thelr homzs who were five years of younger at temavol

HLDREN [46E5 0-5) REMOVED BY (55

GRS F 2010 2002
4,435 <id
48 a 1} ) -
2,240 <id <10 <10 4B
#5524 (Petzponia) &0 [} <] 1] -
B5637 (Surivita) 35 0 o i3 -
85550 {Tumatzotl) 25 <10 <10 0 s
85546 [Tu! 32 a Q [ -
85518 (RTa Rico) 1,976 <10 <10 +100%
Szt Cruz County 2,435 <10 <10 113
Arizena 515,608 3178 4,233 +153%
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Jurvenile Justice fnvokizment by County
The Attorney General's Hational Task Force on Children Exposed to Vielenca'*? recommaends
that the juveni’e Justice $ystem screzn youth entering the system for violance-expasure &nd
offer rauma-informad trestment as 2n essentis! companznt to rehzbiftating thesze youth. in
addition, they assert thzt Juvenia justice employees nead to vndersiand that trauma changes
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3) Pay attention to the nzeds snd wants of foster parents {appointment times}
4} Communication tr.
5) Ask what specific infermation foster parents want end Induda thz Information In tranings

nz far foster parents end case managers

£) Nanstery support is necessary fer foster parents to centihue, and
7] Uisten to foster parents’ sugsestions when enacting pelicy thanges.” (p. 8)

Incarcerated Parents

A 2011 ragort from the Arizona Criminzl Justice Commission estimates that In Arizana, about
three parcent of youth undar 18 have onte of maore Inczreerated parent. This statistic Includes
an estimated 6,184 ncercerated mothers and an estimsted 46,873 incareerated fathers,
sugesting that Ia Arizona, there are over 650 times more incarcerated fathers than
incareerated mothzrs, 7 More recent data fram the Arizana Yeuth Survey corcaberate this
estimation. The Arizona Yooth Survey Is edministered 1o 8%, 107, 2nd 127 gradessin 21 15
countias aeross Arizona every other year, In 2012, three percent of youth Indicated that thay
curtrently have a parentin prison. Fiftesn percent of youth indicated that ene of thelr parents
has previously been to prison. This suzgests that sppraximalely onz in seven adolescents In
Arizena have h2d an incarcerated parent at some point during their youth. >

In Sarita Cruz Tounty, apprommately two percant of youth indicated that they currently hzd 2n
Incercerated parent, znd 11 percent indiested that they had a parent vha hed presdously been
incarcerated. This is stizhily lowar that the state percentzzes reperted shove,

Children with Incarcerated parents represent a papulation of youth who are at grest risk for
nezative developmental cutcomes. Previous research demonstrates that parentz! incarceration
dramatically Increaces tha Exelhood of maritat hardship, troubling family relationships, and
Fnancizl instability. Moreover, chitdren who have incsreerated parents commonly strugs'e with
stizmatization, shame and sodizl challenges, and are far mora kely to e reported for school
behavior and performance problems than chi'dren wha do niot hava Incarcerated parents™. In
recent studies, even when ceregivars have [ndicated that chiidran were copirg well witha
parent's Incarceration, the youth expresszd extensive and often seeretive fezlings of enger,
s2dnass, 2nd resentment Children who witness thair pzrents arrest 2'sa undergo sgnificant
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train chamistry in thees vie'ence-exposed youth by Imiting impulse coatrol, the understanding
of consequences, 2nd tha 2blity to tolerate confiict.

According la the Arizona's Juvenitz Court Counts summzry far fisea) year 201293, during that
wear, 33,617 fuves
County 425 frveniles were referred, representing 13 pereent of statewide referrals. Intha
county thara were 138 fveniles detained in fiscal year 2012, about 2 parcent of the aumber of
juveniles detained across the state. Overall, the number of Juvenile refertals 2nd detentions has
dropped In Arizena bztween 2010 and 2012, with zn 18 percent drop in referrsls and a 20
rpercent drop in detentions. In S2nta Cruz County, the reduction in juvent's referrals wes even
greater, deckning 30 percent between 2010 and 2012, while the reduction In juvenila
detentions was the same as the state at 20 pareent.®

s were referied et lzast once to Arlzona’s juvenilz courts. In S2nta Croz

Foster Parenting
Arizena's foster parents care for zpproxdmately ha'f of the chitdren who hava beznremoved
from thelr horoas in the stzte. In March 2013, thete were 3,576 lirensad foster homes
throughout Arizona. Betwzen Detober of 2012 end March of 2013, there was a et decrease of
18 foster homes. Freviously, between Aprit and September of 2012 there was 2 natincreasa of
252 foster homzs, w

‘ch wes the first time since 2063 that more foster homes were opened
then closed in the state.™?

A 2012 studytS 2ssessing Arizona fosier parent's satisfactinn with and lelihoed to continue 2s

afoster parent identified 3 numbzr of tssues afferting foster parents, Including f2ck of suppart
fram CPS, monatery eonstre

15 from continting budget cuts, 2nd a desire for more sodia!,
emolionzl 2nd educstionat suppert 1o enhznce their role as a foster parent The study suthors
mede the following recomm.endstions to improve the Arizona foster care system:

1) “leclude th foster parent as 2n essentizl part of the team
2} Providemare practlcz! AND emotionz! support 1o foster parents
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trauma from experisncing that evant and often develop négative attitudas regsrding law
enfercemant.?

The emotionat risk to yery young d

ren {azed birth through fove) is pariiculasly high. Losing a
parent or piimiry tategiver to inczreeration ¥s @ treumatic experience, end young children with
inczrcerated parents may exl symptoms of attzchment disordzr, post-traumatic stress
disorder, and attention defieit disorder )t Studies show that children who visit their
Ineztcerated parent(s) have better outcomes than these wha are not parmitted to dosoland
the Arizona Departrment of Corrections states thet it endaavors te suppart Interactions
batwezn Incarcerated parents nd chil
$

&n, 25 long 25 Interactions ate safe. 5 Resaarch

zests that stronz relztionships with other 2dufts are the best protection for youth agalnst
risk factors associated with haing an incareerated parent. This person can be, but dees net
necessarity nzed 1o ba, the caregiver of the chitd. Youth also benefit from develeptng
supportive relationships with other 2dultsin thelr cemmunity. ™! Other studizs hava suzzested
that empathy Is a strong protective fzctor in chitdran with incarcerated parents. >

Regienat and even statewlde resources for caregivers of chitdren with incarcerated parents zre
sczrce. The Kinship and Adoplion Rescurce end Education (KARE) program, an Arizons
Children’s Association Inftfztiva, affers onfine infarmational brechures such as Arzona Family
Merbers Behind Baes for ceregivers of incarcerated parents. The Children of tncarcerated
Parents Project [CIP) out of Northern Arizona Unlversity offers a booklet of questions end
answars for children. 5 The Children of Friscner's Library Is an ontine bbrary of pamphlets
designzd for caregivers and health care providers of children with Incarcerated parents. Thass
resources may be downlezdad for free In English ar Spanish at

hitpf{fenetwork ergfresourcesfiibrary/chitdrenof-prisonsrsthrary.
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Domestic Vialznce

Domestic violence includes both child ebuse 2nd Intimate pariner sbuse. When pzreats
(primatily women} are exposed to physleal, psychatogica], sexual or stalking sbuse by their
partners, children can get caught upin a variety of ways, thersby bzcoming direct or indirect
targets of abue, potentially jzoperdizing their physical and emotionat safety.*? Physically
abused children are 2t =n tncreased risk for gang membershlp, criminz] behavior, &nd vielent
refatianships. Child witnesses of domestic vinlence are more likely to ke Involied tn vielent
relationships ¥

Procroting a safe home ervironment is key to providing 3 healthy stert for young children. Orce
violence has eccurred, trauma-focused interventicns are recemmendad ™ In ordet for
Interventions to be etfective they must teke the 2ze of the child inte consideration sinee

chitdren’s developmental stzze will affect how they respord to trauma. Wi trauma-sp=cific
sanices zre important {those that trezt the symptoms of tra umal, it s vital that 2!l the
previders & child interacts with provide servicesina trauma-informad mannes (with knowledga
of tha effects of trauma to avo'd re-traumatizing the chitd), Children exposed to viplence need

ongoing 2ccess 1o safe, refizble 2dulis who canhelp them regein their sense of control.

According to the Domestic Viclence Shelter Fund Annual Report for 2013, there Is ane domsstic
vislence shelter Tn the region, which served 28 2dults and 22 eitdren in 2013,
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regulzr, and adequate night-time residence According te this definition, 31,097 children In
Arizona ware repocted 2s homeless in 2013, Almost threa-quarters of thesz chitdren were
Iving temporartly with other famities, with the rest residing in shelters, motelsfhotels ar
unsheltered conditlons, 191

Schosl districts colect d3ta on the number of econemicalty diszdvantaged znd homeless
students In their schoo's. A5 definzd by the Arizana Depsrtment of Education, youth et
econentc disadvantage induda children who are homeless, neglected, refuges, evaruess,
unzeeompanied youth, or hsye unmet needs for health, dentzl or other support servicss. As
can be seen In Teble 40, the number of homeless students tn school d

cts inthe regionis
low, and lower than the state parcentaze.

Table £0: Economic dsadyentege ard horelessness By school district

{ TECHOM BISTRICT
Hogales Unifiod District
Petagenia Bemantary District
Santa Oz Elementery Bistrict

Sznta Cruz Valisy Unified District 1,773 214 1%
Sonoita Elementery District £3 0 oA
A S2nta Cruz County Schsols 22 5,257 5 1%
AT Arizena Sch 1833 610,079 10,800 i1
Armta Gps o [r1el Uspubiched rra fot Trchr 342 £ Firnt TR Frat Site A D Fegast

Parental Invelvement

parental involvement has been ientified as a key fattor in the positive grum‘h and
development of children'®, and educzting parents sbeut the Importznce of angaging In
zetivities with thelr chidten that contribute to development has hecoma an Increasing focus.

First Things First Family end Community Survey dataisd

=d to maasure many critical sress
of parent knowledge, ehifls, and Bzhavlors related te their young children. The Family znd
Commurity Survey, 2012, collected dala Tustrating parental Involvementin 2 variety of
setivitios known la centribute positively to healthy development. The figures below shaw
results fr the region and the stata for come of these aclivities, Respnnseslb tws of the three
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Food Security

Food insecurity Is defined 25 2 “household-leve! economic and socizl conditien of Emited or
uncertain zccess to adzguate food”, ¥ Episedes of feod inszourity are often brought on by
chenges in Incotna or expenses caused by evenis ke job loss, the tirth of a child, medical
emergenties, of an intrease in gas prices, 2! of which crezte a skiftin spending away from
foed 1 Farticipaticg in Hutritlonzl Assistance (SHAP) has bezn chown to decresca the
percentaze of families fzdng food ingecurity in bath 2ll houscholds {10.63%) and housshelds
with ch'dren {10.132) after six menths in the SNAP pregram. ¥

In 2012, 18 percent of 2l Arizonsns and 28 percent of chi'dren tn Arizons exparenced food
insecurity. ¥ In Santa Cruz County, 19 percent of alt residants, erd 36 pereent of chitdren undar
18 years of z3¢ feced food insecurity. Thisis the third highest county rate of chitd food
Insecurity In the state of Arizona. That more than ene-third of children In the county are food-
tnsecure woltd suzgest that expantlon of available sthoot based free breakfastzrd lunch
programs such as use of the “cemmunity eligibity” provisiant™ viould be zdvised, particu®
einca nzarly 80 percent of children in S2nta Cruz County wouls brely bz elizible for these
programss :

Homelessness

In Arizena in 2013, 27,677 edulls 2nd children experienced homelessness. The populetion of
rurel countizs makes up 3 quarter of the stte populatian, but anty nina percent of those
experisnding homelesanzss tn 20131 Children zre defined as homaless if theylzck a fuad,
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items, rezdiog sto and seribbling and drawing with your chitd, ware simifzr o the state,
However, ust over ana-querter [265) of caregihers in tha S=nta Cruz Rezlon regorted L
stories o singing songs vith thelr child sk or seven days a week, compared to 51 percentinthe
state as a whole (s22 Figure 27).

W

Figure 26: Femily & Commurity Survay 2012 0355 reading to ohii:

DURINE THE FAST WEEK, Hi

W MANY DAY DIDYOU OR

OTHER FARIILY MEIMEERS READ STORIES TO YOUR
CHILD/CHILBREN?
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Figurg 27: Fomily & Commurity Survey 200 Days telling starfes to chifd

DURILG THE PAST WEEK, HOW LIANY DAIS DiD YOU OR
OTHER FARILY KIERBERS TELL STORITS OR 5ING 5ONGS
TO YOUR CHILD/CHILDREN?
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Figure 28: Fomily & Corsnurity Survey 2017: Days drowing with ch¥d

DURING TRE PAST WEEK, EOW MARY AYS 0D YOUR
CHILOSCHILOREN SCRIBILE, PRETEND DRAYY, OR DRAW
WITH YOU OR ANTOTHER RAMILY MERIBER?
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Parent Education
Parenting educztion suppatts 2nd services c2n help parents better understand the impact that
a child’s eztly years have on thelr development znd [zter recdiness for school 2nd e success.
The Family and Community Survey, 2012, collected deta ifustrating parental knowlzdze 2bout
healthy devalopment. More respondents In the Santa Cruz Peglon showed anunderstanding
that brain development can ke Impzcted Fram very early on {973 prenatz'ty or Aght from birth}
than respondents across the state 2s a whole {8056 prenatafly er right from blrth).

Fiist THrgs First Sa=la En P

»  Strengthaning Famitias?™, a 14 week family strengthening prozrem for high-risk end regular
families with chidren zges threa to five years. Thls program 1s an evidence besed family

ills trzlning ptograsm found to significantly reduce problam behaviors, delfinquency, 2nd
alrokal and druz abusz In ekildeen and to Improve soclzl compstendeas 2nd schoo!
petformance,

In 2dditlan to the resources listed above, Pilot Parents of Southan Arizanal™, senving Santa
Cruz County, providzs support ta parents of children with special needs thraugh peer-to-psr
support, parent education, sibling support groups, :6d a newsletter.

Tezn Porenting

Preventing teen pregaancy is @ key concern for many Ifving within S2ata Cruz County as
evidenced by two recent cammunity assessmentst™ V6, However, because of the large number
of women giing births In thelr teen yezrs In the Santa Cruz Reglon, programs to suppors teen
mothars and fathers asweall as thait young children are bely needed. In 2ddition to the
parenting education resources Just discussed, kezn parents are able to partidpate In a number

of hame visitation programs zva

fain tha region, (discussed In detail In the naxt section of
this report), and &' educstional opportunitizs for thair <hildren such as Bead $tart snd Early
Head Stact.

Home Visitation Programs

Home visitation pregrams offer a variaty of famnily-focused senvices ta pregnant mothers and

farmities with new bables 2s well as yourg children with risk fectors for chitd abuse or neglect,

with the gozl of improving chid health zad develupmental outeormes 2nd prevanting child
2buse. They address fssues such as maternz) 2nd chitd health, positive parenling practices,
encourezing lterzey, s2fe home envitonmants, and access to senvices. They can also provide
referrels for well thi

chechs and Immunizations, developmeantal screenings, and information
and resources about Jearning sctivities For farnitics.

A systernatle revisw conducted by the non-federal Task Force on Community Freventive
Services found that early childhood home visitation results in a 40 percent reduckion Tn
episodes of sbuse and nzglect. Not 21 programs were equally effective; those almad athigh-
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Figura 23: Fomily & Community Survey 2012: When o garent ean lmpact bratn developmant

WHEN DO YOU THH{X A FARENT CAN BEGIN TO
SIGRIFICANTLY EMPACT A CHIED'S BRAIN DEVELOFPMENT?
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A rumber of parenting resaurces zre availzble to familizsin the Ssata Cruz Region.

The University of Arizena’s Cooperative Extension offers a number of patenting resouscesinthe

& Braln Buiders for Life?®, a 16 hour training that educates pzrents ebout typical child
davelopment 2nd bra’n development for children from Eirth 1o 2ge threg;

*  Broin Waves'™, o class largeted to parents, grandparents, fostes parents, professionals, znd
ather caregivers, helps to shaw the Impzct that caregivers have on their children by

hood;

1 Partnzrsin Parenting fducation (FIPE}Y™, 2 20 sesston, 1% hour program for parents zod
their chidren ages 11 to 19 months. Perents Jearn ebout supportive parenting behavior and
ko to reduce perental stress. They learn ebout reading the cues that thair chil h

discussing basic knowledge and research zbout braln develepment Tn eatly ¢

them, 2nd the sessions give an oppartunity for parents to enzzze in positive play with their
ctildren alangside other parents;

v farly Childhood Hutrition'’?, which offers hezlthy nubtition education end breastfesding
suppert for famities with chitdren under five years of 2g2; end

3 £ P

risk Families, lasting two yaars of Jonger, and tonducted by professionals {as opposed to ralned
patzprofessions's) were more suscessfuli?

Szverzl horne vistting resourees are svailabla in the $Santa Cruz Region. These indude;

+  Healthy $tart)™, a program offered throuvgh the Mariposa Commusity Heslth Centerin
Hogales, provides educstion and connects pregnznt mothers and mothers with chitdren
under tha 2ge of two with community arganlzzlicns and resources;

¢ Heelthy Familes™™, offered through Chitd znd Femily Resources, s a frea program for
families with o
and education;

s High Risk Perinata!fNevborn ntensive Care Progrem!®® which Is a program fer families with
infants thzt have bezn in the NiCU for more than 120 hours or aeeding to b2 transparied
mote than 50 miles from HICU to home, and offers maternal 2nd neanstal transport,
hospitel sendces, end In home community nursing sendees; end

+  Ezrly Head Start?®™, through Chitd-Pzrent Centers Inc., offers hema based sendces far
pregaent women and children under the 2z2 of three with waskdy home visits and Bl-waekly
Eroups to sod;

ildren under six helping them ta buid parenting skil's and obta’n resaurces

iz thildren and prepere them for classreom emviconment.

According ta the rezion’s 2015 funding plzn, 25 of fiscal year 2014, there were 75 famifies in the
Santa Cruz reglon seryed as part of the region’s Homa Visitatlon Strategy.?

Family Resaurce Centers

A malor asset in the Santa Cruz Begion are three Family Fesource Centers In Nogales, Ria Rico
and Patezonia. The Nogeles and Rio Rice sites openedin August of 2010 znd the Center In

£d in Octeber of 2011, Tha Family Resource Denters 2re furded by the Santa
Cruz First Thirgs Reglonat Partnership Councl. The University of Arizona, Cooperative Extension
Santa Cruz County operates thesa Feendly Resource Centers In partnership with Hogales Unified

Patagenia o
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Schoal District Mo. 1 {Hoza'ss Centar), Sz=nta Cruz Valley Unified School District Ho. 35 (Rio Rico
Center), 2nd Patzgona Elementary Schoo! District Ne. 6 {Patzgonia Center).

The Family Resource Centers provide 3 veristy of programs and senvices to the fam
caregivers of young children in the region, including early leerning oppottunities, 2ccess to
Tnformation and edugation on a numher of chitd developmient and health topics, parentfehitd
playgreups and referrals to other relevent services. In addition to offering parenting education

5 and

tha Centets 2o provide adult education opportunities {ESL and computes classes). The unfque
et up of the Family Resource Centers ellows parenls Lo 2ccrss this eriticel resource while
remaving a majer barrist they faca vihen trying ta edvanca In thelr edocztion; the lack of
childeate white attending classes.

According to the region’s 2015 funding pken, g5 of fiscal year 2014, there were 250 familiesin
the Sants Cruz Region served thraugh the Family Rezourca Centers Strategy. ' The strutture of
tha Family Resource Center in Patagonta changed in July, 2014, Rather thzn having a Center
housed 2t the Patagorta Elementary Schoot, a Family Recource educator will provide one
educationa! diss per waek, potentially In different Jocations withfa Patagonts, Suncita and
Elzin.

An evaloation stud AN, aimed In part, 3t sssessing how well the heme vigtation and famify
resoutce center strategles wark together to 2chlave intended outcomes In the S2nta Crvz
Reglen, rated these grograms 23 “establiched. This rating mezns that the home visitzetion 2nd
family resource center programs are wet-desizred, have Righ czpadity to provide ztcessible,
high-quality Fzmiy support services, ate ad=quately mplemented, plsy enimpartant refz in
imptoving th [rves of chi'dren and famitizs In the reglon, ere beginning to contribute ta the
early childhood system in the region, end are alse beginning to optimize svailabla resources to
meet the reeds of young children znd thelr families.

Pubile Information and Awareness and System Coordination

The primary quentitative data source for Pubfic Awareness intha region bs the Frst Things First
Family and Community survey (FCS) (First Things First, 2012},
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Figure 31: Fomiliy & Lem ty Survey 2002: Satigfaction with ccordination arad tommunleation

HOW SATISFED ARE YOU VWITH HO\W CARE PROVIDERS
AND GOVERNMENT AGEHCIES WORK TOGETHER AND
CORAFAURICATE V/3TH EACH OTHER?
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An effort attive in the S2nta Crez Region ilfustrating system o

borzticn Is Read On Arzona,
Pead On Arizonals a statewide, public/privete partnership of egendas, philanthrople
organlzations, znd communities working to ereate en effective continuum of services to
fenprove lznguzge 2nd literacy cutcomes for Arizena's young chitdrent™ The Santa Cryz Reglen
is niow a member of tha Rezd On Arizona Netwaork. Rezd On Santa Cruz will receive technical
assistznce, access to research and data, 2nd affective litaracy suppert from Pead On Arizons.
Read On Seata Cruz has gathered numerous collzborative partners, induding tha Ciy of
togales, school districts, the county schosl supstinteadent, charter schools, secizl senvice
dubs, County Board of Supaivisots, Chamber of Commerce, Unlversity of Arizana South and
First Things First?™

First Things First Capacdity Building Initfative

In August 2012, First Things first awerded the Alliznce of Arizona Nonprofitsa statewlde
czpzcity buflding planning grant to; 1) identify nternal znd external factors that hinder sgendizs
from successfully 2ecessing or utitizing First Things First monles, 2} develop relevant, culturelly
sppropriste, end bast-practice strategies for enhandng czpacities within and amang these

zzancles, end 3) Incress2 the number of norprofits with the eapatity to zpply for, receive and
{replement First Things First grants.

w32

Data from Family 2nd Community Survey, 2012

The overall resdts of the 2012 First Things First Famity 2nd Cornenunity Survey demonstrated
lower levels of satisfaction with avsTable informaticn and resources In the reglon and highar
i of dissstisfaction with cootdination =nd communtcztion emeng providers in the region,
cemparzd 1o the state, For example:

« 24 peteent of Santa Cruz Regien respendents indicated they were “very eatisfied”
with tha community infermation end resources zvaitable ta them about thelr
chitdren's developrrant znd health, compared to 32 percent across the state;

s 48 gercent of respondents in the Santa Cruz Region Indicated thay were
“yomewhat” af “vary dissztishied” with how cere previders and govenment

azendes wark togéther and communicate with sach cther, compared to 29 percent
fot the state as a whola.

Flgvre 30; Family & Commurity Sutvey 2012: Stisfoctien with Informaticn and resourges

HOW SATISELED ARE ¥OU WITH THE CONMUNITY
EHFORIAATION ANO RESGURCES AVAILABLE TO YOU
AEOUT CHILDREN'S DEVELCPMENT AND HEALTH?
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The Implzmantatisa phese of this project was awerded ta the same ergarnizationin July 2013
The gos} of this phase was to proide targeted capecity buitding services and techniczl
zssistance to early childhead previders throughout the state in order tor 1) fncreass.
urderstznding of the missian, goals, lotzl governance structure and contractuzl requirements
of Ferat First; 2) explere the petentisl pathways for participating fn the Rrst Things First
system; and 3) identify end increase the capsctizs nacessary for successful partnership with
First Things First andfor othar majer funders. In this second phase, perticpating szenzies wl

te paired with 3 quafified conseitant who will assist egency [zaders {n designing a capacity
bulding actlicn plen customized to the eapacity reeds of each enra’ed organization, deliver the
corresponding technical asgstznce sendces, end provide ongolng guidence end coaching as
staff determines and [nitistes strategies deamed most feasible and refative to vatzble
tesources 2nd buy-in fram staff, board and clients. This process was stated ta continue through
Junz 2014,

Ten
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Summary and Conclusion

This ne=ds and assets report s tha fourth blennial asezssmant of early edacation, haalth, and
f2rmily suppart in the $anta Croz eglen. In addition to provlding an ovenizw of the region, this
report looks mere dosely 2t some of the community-teval variztion withinit.

It Is clear that the region Rzs substantizl strengths. These sirengths inchuda: bi

pertidipstion
T WIC and SNAP, quality parenting education resources, home visitation programs and Famisy
Fesource Centers to support eaely [teracy ppportunitles and optima! chitd devalepment,
increasing rates of eatly prenatal czre among pregrent wemen in the region, @n ovarell
decreasing pereentaze of low Birth weight births, 2nd very low rates of smoking during
pregnancy. Atzh’s containlng a full summary of these 2ed other regional essets czn be feund In
Appendix 1.

Howevet, thizie continue to be ch2flenzes to fully senving the nseds of famikes with young
ehi'dren threugheut the region. [tis particulzdy importznt to recogniza that there is
considersbla veriakility in the needs of fzmifies zcross the region. Althoush the pepulation
centers of Nogales and R Rico are more tkely to have reseurees and opportunities for young
children and thelr familizs, there are continuing reeds seross 2l 2reas of the Santa Cruz Region.
These zteas tun the risk of belng cvatlonked for services if onlty regionsl or county-devel

“averages” are evamined. A tabla containing 2 full summary of identified regionat chellanges
can ba found ta Appendix 2, Many of thess hsve been recognized es enzoing Issues by the
Santa Cruz Reglonel Pertnership Council ead are baing addressed by current First
supperted strategies in tha region.

mgs Frst-

+ Aneed for affordable, high quality and accessible child care ~ The capacity of early czre
and education slots avz¥able compared to the number of yourg chifdren In the regien, 2nd
1he number of Head Stzit znd Early Hz2d Stert sfots compared to the number of young
chitdren Fning In poverty, point 16 a shertage of zlfordzbl2 and accessible eary care and
leamning oppastunities in the region. Quality First Scholarships will continue 1o be funded In
arder to address the nzed for affordeble early childhoad education, as will Quatity First
Cozching & Incenthves 1o continuz to improva the quality of ezsly czre and educationin the
region.

» The need for additions] health resources for children~The reglon belng designzted zs 2
rrzdicay underserved 2raa, end community h2alth assessments citing =ccess to heslth
services a5  key concern, paint to the nead for additfenat hes'th resouress for children. The
Santa Cruz Reglonal Partnziship Councit has recegnized this need and Is Inuesting tn the Oral
Hzalth ttrategy, to support the dentzl health of young children in tha region, 2nd the Chitd
Care Hzlth Consultation strategy, to provida health and safety information to child cere
providers who are caring for tha reglen's youngz chitdren.

il

Frise Thinzs First Sands Doz Fegh 2 Coantit 30E4 273 zsvEts Fepest THIMD

thelr famities dezling with thase Issuss. The reporled Tack of educated and certified ments!
health professiona’s skiled in treuma-based tharapy working with young chifdren In rural
zreas T the state supports the need for add'tional mental hizz'th end behavloral resources
for children In tha Santa Cruz Reglon.

v Low educational attatnment ia adults — Low Tevels of adult education in the reglon may
fimit employment oppoituritizs for many in the region, end eatly Yteracy opportunities for
eoma children. The Family Resource Centersin the region discontinued classas that
supported Indedduals recebving thelr Wigh-sehoa! equivalency credentiz! {GED), so
hemative supports for families of young children who wish to putsua 2ddifenal education
might ba neadad.

Succescfully 2ddressing the neads oulkined in this repart witl require the contineed
cancentrated effort 2nd cellaboration among First Things First and other state 2gendss, the
Sznta Cruz Reglonz! Partrership Coundil and stef, lecel providers, end other community
stakehelders in the region. Famitizs are drasn to the Sznta Cruz Region bath for the close-knit,
supportive nature of many of its commnities 2nd for the Increasing numter of opportunities
availebla to its residents, Continued family suppott 2nd early fiteracy end efforts, endJaverzging
of regional assets, have the long-term potentizl to make these opportunities avaitabla to more
farmities 2cross the $anta Cruz Region.

103

v Anced for additfonal early literacy activities In the reglon ~AINMS passing ratesin the
region zre below those In the stete 25 & who's, and few three 2nd four year olds are

enrolled In eztly lzarning settings in the region. Providing greater opportunities for early
Kteraey in the region will he!p ersure that children do notlzz behind by the time they reach
3rd grade. Early Fiterscy activities supported by the Sznta Cruz Regionzl Partnzrship Coundl
indude funding threugh the Family Rezource Centars end Home Visitation strategies, which
zre helping to address this need by providing parenting education that supports chd
devalopment, child heslth and safety, early lanzuege end literacy development, and sociz]
emotionzl development of the chi'dren throughout the region.

of Santa Cruz Regional Partnershlp Council fundad stratesizs for fierzl year 2015 is
edin Appendix 3

This teport 2lso hishlighted seme additionel areas of need that could be considered as targats
by stekeha!ders in the region.

»  The high numbers of young children living with grandparents — In all but ene of the
region's 7ip code areas presented in this report, there were a highet percentage of younz
children Iiving with grandparents than 2cross tha state as a whole. The Home Visitatlon 2nd
family Rescurce Center strategics of the Sznta Cruz Reglena! Partnership Council can help
to 2ddress the needs of these grandparents, in part. In 2dditlen, expansion of grendparent
resources in the region, couplzd with efforts to Increase awareness of these resources, as

Ele to

well a5 avzilable online resoutces, may 2dd 1o the pool of support services ave
these grandparents

s The need for edded stpports for Kith and kin providers — Duz 1o the smzi aumnber of
young chi'drenin the region baing served through lcensed ¢hild care, there [5 8 Eelihood
that mzny younz children are recelving tare thtouzh kith and kin providers. Whia itis
hoped that Family Resource Cenler resources and home visitation programs wou'd be
utilized by thesz kith 2nd kin providers to Emprove the quality of care and eariy learning
appartunities they provide, ea examination of the seniees and resourcas these providers
mizy benafit fram might be a worthwhila endeaver.

+ The hizh number of births to teen mothers - In 2012, 16 perzent of births in the region
were to teen mothers. Parenting education and support senvices are svetlable te 2% psrents
in the region, but parenthecd sendees specificelly targeting teen parents may be Important
to consider.

v TFheneed for edditions] mentzl health resources for children and famitizs ~ Mantzl health
wppart and services being identified as a key regionzl need n community hezfth
assassments, and the lack of a psychiatristin Santa Cruz County, may reflect the nzed for
edditionzl reseurces for chifdren with mental end behsvioral health cera neads. lesuzs of
zhuse, damestic vielence and substzncs use can fmpact the we'fare of young children and

[57)

Appendix 1. Table of Regional Assets

st Things First .S_éngu Cruz Reg lonaf Assets

Tha region s comprlsed of many dose-knit, suppartive communitias
Oyer half of the yourz chidren Tn S2nta Cruz County ere benefitting from WIK participatien,
znd 49 pereent are benzfiting from SMAP benefits.

The region funds chi'd care scholzrships 1o bhelp address the issue of affardal

es fzre.

y that many

The regica is served by a Fedzrally Quatfizd Hezlh Center with locations tn Nogales, Rie
Rico and Patzzon®a, which may he!p to make general medicat and dentsl senvices more
sccessible for some in tha regisn

The percentage of women receiving ezrly prematal care has increzsed rince 2009,

The percentage of low birth we'ght Eirths has decreased overz® from 2009,

Tha region has very low rates of wemen smoking during pregnancy.

Tha Sznta Cruz Region Is served by a number of parenting education progtams.

Family Pesource Cenlter reseurces 2ra availzbla In Nogalas, Rio Rico, Patagonfa and
surrounding communities to premote early literzey 2nd provids parenting support end early
lzaming opportunitics cutsida of licensed child care szliings.

Guzlity hema visitation programs ere sveilshlz in the region to support fam:
children’s optimal deszlopment.

and

Funding to suppert fecruitmant znd retention of 3 skl'ed and well-prepared early childhood
devalopment workfarce,

There has heen a decreasa in Lthe numbar of young childrza remeved from thelr homesin
theregion balween tha yaars 2011 and 2013,

N




arehdoioim Pazert

T

Frst T'mzs Frcl foite ey s Fertnaiship Qoo 204 He

Appendix 1. Table of Regionai Challenges

g First Things Fustsantn a-ux Rzgpo

Abo..e averags unempm.rrr:nt end FUJ:J\Y!a\ES mzan families are more Pely to ke

stressed and in need of alferdable {of fre2) senvices for young children.
The profected incresse in births in Sznta Cruz County over the neat decada willlikelylaad to

2n Increased demand for senvices end resources for young chitdren 2nd their familizs In the

COMming yezrs.

A high percentzze of young children living with theiv grandparents, vith a quarter or more af
yaung childrea ling with grandperents In Patzgonis, Hogales and Tubac

A high percentzze of young children in the region are living in poverty, with over haif of
thi?dren 2zed birth though five yazrsin Hogales and Palzzonia Iving in poverty.

IMore than one-quarter of adufts in the reglon do riot have a high school diplerms or GED.
Only 18 percant of three end feur yaar o'dsin the region gre estirnated to be enrolled in
nursery schaol, preschoal or kindergerten.

Thare is low availzbitity of Head Start and Early Hzad Start stats in comparisonto the
percantage of young childien Iivirg In povarty In the tegion.

Lorg wait times or travel zte often associsted with sccessing hez'th tare senvicesin the
regicn.

Thete 2re lower levels of salisfection with avafabie informaticn 2nd resources, and

tevels of diseatisfaction with coordinztion 2nd communleetion amang providars, In the
region, cornpared to the state.
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Appendix 4. Santa Cruz Region Primary Care Areas

Nogales Primary Cara Area
Other Ploces In Areo: Austerfitz, Bznzdid, Brickwoeds Ranch, Buzna Vista Ranch, Corral Hueyo,

Calzbasas, Campa Leco, Cass Pladra, Chist Mine, Duquesne, Gu
!

pi Cruz, Humboldt Mina,
Jusn Endinas, Kino Springs, Lows Rench, Mora'es Houss, Hogales, Old Glory, Gro Blance,
Partridga, Packs, Pena Blancz Lzke, Rio fico Merthwest, Rio Riro Southwest, Ruby, Trench
Camp, Tubze, Werlds Fair Ming

Patagonia Primary Care Area

Gther Ploces in Area; Ashburn, Bell Mare Mininz C=mp, Cenelo, Casa Blanca, Chapo Ranch,
Elgin, Foct Buchznan, Fort Crittenden, Haclenda Los Encine, Harshaw, Larimare, Lochiel,
Lowe'ls, Mansunita, Patagonia, Ra'n Vallzy Rench, Rancha Costa Flente, S2n Rzfael, $2nta Rita,
shazhys, Senoita, Titus, Tumers Aznch, Wadsworths, Washington Camp

Tubac Primary Care Area

Other Places in Area: Amada, Agua Fria, Agua Linda, Beyrvitle, Carmen, Castro, Chaves,
Farallon, Finfeys, Gotos Crossing, Guevayst Misslom, Hacienda Del Santa Rita, IMarshalls, Otzro,
Pin= Sopar Ranch, Rancho S2nta Cruz, Ris Rico Mortheast, Rio Rico Southeast, San Cayetana Da
Tamzcacorl, Sifva, Turnacacari, Wards
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First Things First

Santa Cruz Regional Partnership Council

Governance Policy Manual

PREFACE

This document, initially adopted by the Santa Cruz Regional Partnership Council on May 29,
2008, and updated periodically thereafter, constitutes the complete and official body of policies
for the governance and operation of the Santa Cruz Regional Partnership Council.

DISCLAIMER

ALL POLICIES FOUND IN THIS GOVERNANCE POLICY MANUAL ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE
FROM TIME TO TIME AS APPROVED BY THE REGIONAL PARTNERSHIP COUNCIL. THE FIRST
THINGS FIRST REGIONAL OFFICE DISSEMINATES HARD COPIES OF ADDITIONS/REVISIONS
NOT MORE THAN TWICE EACH YEAR.

THE WEB COPY, LOCATED AT HTTP://WWW.AZFTF.GOV IS UPDATED AS NEEDED FOLLOWING
APPROVAL BY THE REGIONAL PARTNERSHIP COUNCIL. PRIOR TO ACTING IN RELIANCE UPON
A SPECIFIC COUNCIL POLICY AS IT APPEARS IN ANY COPY OF THE GOVERNANCE POLICY
MANUAL, PLEASE CHECK TO MAKE SURE THAT THE COUNCIL HAS NOT RECENTLY APPROVED
ANY ADDITIONS OR REVISIONS TO THAT SPECIFIC POLICY.

Contact: Francisco Padilla, at 602-769-5957 or email fpadilla@azftf.gov

Contact Us:

First Things First
Santa Cruz Regional Partnership Council
1740 N. Mastick Way, Suite C
Nogales, AZ 85621

520-761-3012
Fax 520-761-3032



1-101 Organization, Authority and Location

The Santa Cruz Regional Partnership Council (herein “the Council”) is established as a result of
a ballot initiative, Proposition 203, which was approved by voters in November 2006. The
purpose, authority, powers and duties of the Council are included in A.R.S. Title 8, Chapter 13
as well as in other statutes and laws of the State of Arizona. The Council is appointed by the
Arizona Early Childhood Development and Health Board and assisted in the performance of its
duties by staff employees known as the First Things First Staff. The Santa Cruz Regional Office
is located in Nogales, Arizona. The office is maintained by the Regional Staff.

Adopted May 29, 2008

1-102 Departure from Council Policy
Persons desiring to depart from the policies adopted by the Council shall submit a request in

writing to the Chairperson of the Council

No departure from Council policy shall be permitted without the approval of the Council

Adopted May 29, 2008



1-103 Meetings of the Council

The Council shall adopt a calendar of regular meetings of the Council prior to the beginning of
each fiscal year. The Chairperson or any four members of the Council may at any time call a
special meeting of the Council.

A majority of the membership of the Council shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of
business at any meeting of the Council, but a number less than a quorum may adjourn from
time to time. Council members may participate at any meeting in person, by teleconference
and/or by videoconference provided that all members may hear one another.

Public notice of all meetings of the Council shall be provided in accordance with the
requirements of law. In addition, written notice shall be provided to each member of the
Council. All notices required by this policy shall at least specify the time, date and place of the
meeting.

Written notice of any regular meeting of the Council, plus the agenda and all material relating
to agenda items, shall be transmitted to each member of the Council at each member’s last
known place of residence or other designated address by the quickest and most reliable method
at least seven days prior to the date of such meeting. Amendments to the agenda and
additional supporting materials, not previously available, shall be transmitted at least three days
prior to the scheduled meeting. Except with the approval of three-fourths of the voting
members in attendance at a meeting, and if permitted by law, no action shall be taken by the
Council on any matter where material is not timely submitted in accordance with this policy.

Special meetings may be held upon such notice to the members of the Council as is appropriate
to the circumstances and upon such public notice as is required by law. Special meetings may
be held by teleconference and/or videoconference. All material relating to special meeting
agenda items shall be transmitted to each member of the Council as far in advance of the
meeting as possible.

Adopted March 4, 2013



1-103 Attendance Adopted January 7, 2009

“This policy is intended to support the full contribution of all Council members. A council
attendance problem shall be defined as:

-A member having two un-notified absences in a row (un-notified means that the member did
not call or email the Council chair or Director prior to the meeting.)

-A member has three notified absences in a row.

-A member who misses more than three meetings without excuse in a twelve-month period.

In the event of a Council attendance problem, the Vice-Chair (or Council designee) will contact
the member to discuss the problem. The member’s response will be shared by the Vice-Chair
(or Council designee) with the entire Council at the next Council meeting. At that meeting, the
Council will decide what action to take regarding the member’s future membership.

This policy is effective January 1, 2009.



1-104 Meeting Procedures

The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised (available
online at http://www.rulesonline.com/) shall govern the deliberations of the Council in all cases
to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these Council policies
and special rules of order the Council may adopt, and with any applicable statutes.

The order of business for any regular meeting of the Council shall be in accordance with the
written agenda prepared for the meeting. Such agenda shall provide for both an executive
session and open session in accordance with requirements of law. The open session portion of
the agenda shall provide at least for the following:

Call to order

Call to the public

Approval of minutes of prior regular or special meetings if not included on consent agenda
Adoption of all consent agenda items

Matters presented by the chairs of standing committees of the Council

Reports, if any, from ad hoc or special committees appointed by the Council

Matters presented by the First Things First Regional Director

Announcements and adjournment

Routine matters listed in the open session portion of the agenda for a regular meeting of the
Council may be grouped together and decided by the Council without discussion or debate.
Such matters shall be designated as “Consent Agenda Items.” Any member of the Council may
request discussion or debate on any individual item listed as a Consent Agenda Item, and the
matter shall be considered and decided separately at such time in the meeting as may be
directed by the Chairperson.

During the course of any regular meeting of the Council, the Chairperson shall act as presiding
officer and all motions shall be directed to the Chairperson. However, the Chairperson may
delegate to the chair of each respective standing committee the responsibility for chairing
discussion of items presented to the Council by that chairperson. Whenever a matter before
the Council is deferred for further discussion, the Chairperson may assign the matter to an
appropriate committee, schedule the matter for further consideration at a future meeting of the
Council, or take other appropriate action, and may otherwise direct the Regional Staff with
respect to the matter.

All meetings of the Council are open to the public except for executive sessions. The Council
reserves the right, however, to maintain order to prevent interference by any member or
members of the public with the conduct of its meetings.

Adopted May 29, 2008


http://www.rulesonline.com/

1-105 Call to the Public Procedure

During each Council meeting, the Council conducts a “Call to the Public” when members of the
public may address the Council. Speakers who wish to address the Council:

Must turn in a signed request (using the form provided at the Council meeting) to the Regional
Director. Any written materials for the Council should be included with this request.

Are given up to five minutes to make their remarks.

The following priority will be given to speakers during “Call to the Public”:

Matters scheduled on the same meeting’s agenda.
Other matters; presenters who haven't address the Council in the previous two months.
Other matters: presenters who have addressed the Council in the previous two months.

The Council retains its prerogative to:

Refuse to hear comments on a specific issue if a public comment session has been held on the
issue.

Limit the time or the number of speakers on the same issue.

Refuse to have letters read on behalf of other individuals.

If speakers have comments that are too long for the time allowed, or if members of the public
would like materials distributed to the Council, written materials may be provided to the
Regional Director. All written materials are distributed to and given consideration by the
Council.

Because of the diversity of issues presented during “Call to the Public,” Council members
generally do not respond to speakers during this comment period. The speaker’s concerns are
recorded and may be referred to the appropriate staff for follow-up. The Council is informed of
the outcomes of the staff efforts to respond to the speaker’s concerns.

Adopted May 29, 2008



1-106 Minutes of Meetings of the Council

Minutes of all meetings of the Council shall be created and maintained in accordance with the
requirements of law. The Council may incorporate by reference into its minutes lists of staff
changes, reports, lists of budget information, formal written resolutions and other material of
similar import, and such material shall be maintained in a permanent file to be designated as
the “Santa Cruz Regional Partnership Council’'s Documents File,” which shall be kept in the
custody of the Regional Director and available for ready reference.

Each member of the Council shall be furnished with copies of the minutes of the open session
portion of each regular and special meeting of the Council. Members of the Council shall be
furnished with copies of the minutes of the executive session portion of any meeting of the
Council for the purpose of approving those minutes, after which all copies shall be returned to
the Regional Director.

All minutes of the open session portion of any meeting of the Council shall be open to public
inspection during regular business hours at the First Things First Regional Office located in
Nogales, AZ. Minutes of executive sessions shall be kept confidential except from members of
the Council or as otherwise required by law. Copies of minutes or excerpts from any minutes of
the open session portion of any Council meeting or from any executive session, if the law
permits such disclosure, may be furnished by the Regional Director. If such minutes have not
yet been approved by the Council, they shall be marked “Draft.”

Adopted May 29, 2008



1-107 Committees and Subcommittees

The Council may establish and maintain standing committees composed of members of the
Council appointed by the Chairperson. The Chairperson will serve as an ex officio member of all
standing committees.

Standing Committees may meet either apart from regular meetings of the Council and provide a
report to the Council of business conducted, or may meet as a committee of the whole during
the course of a regular Council meeting. All members of the Council attending a standing
committee meeting are eligible for voting on standing committee matters.

The Chairperson of the Council may establish such other ad hoc or special committees as the
Chairperson deems necessary or advisable. The Chairperson shall appoint the membership of
such committees, which may, but need not, include members of the Council, and shall
designate the matters to be considered by said committees. All such committees shall act as
advisory bodies to the Council and report their recommendations to the Council.

All such standing, ad hoc or special committees shall hold and conduct their meetings in
accordance with requirements of law. The chair of each such committee shall be its presiding
officer and shall set the time, date and place of the meetings.

The Executive Committee shall be a standing committee of the Council. Its members shall
include the Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson and the chairs of any other Standing Committees
established by the Council. Unless otherwise directed by the Chairperson, the Chairperson will
preside of the Executive Committee. If the law permits, the Council may delegate a specific
decision-making authority to the Executive Committee from time to time. In addition, if a matter
is deemed to be urgent by the Chairperson, the Executive Committee may be convened for
specific decision-making, subject to adoption at a subsequent regular meeting of the Council.

Adopted May 29, 2008



1-108 Council Officers and Their Duties

At the first regular meeting of the Council following July 1 of each fiscal year beginning in 2013,
the Council shall elect a Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson from among the appointed members
to serve for the ensuing fiscal year beginning July 1, who shall hold office for twelve months
and until successors are duly elected. The election shall be by ballot.

In the absence of good reason to the contrary, it shall be the Policy of the Council, in
nominating members to serve as its Chairperson and Vice Chairperson, to nominate members
who have previously served as a member of the executive committee to help ensure greater
past experience on the Council. Notwithstanding the previously stated preference for
experience, the Council may nominate any appointed member for its Chairperson and Vice-
Chairperson. A majority vote of the appointed members of the Council shall be required to
elect.

It shall be the duty of the Chairperson to preside over the meetings of the Council, to call
meetings as herein provided, to serve as an ex officio member of all committees of the Council,
and to perform such other duties as are set forth in these policies or as shall be vested in the
Chairperson.

It shall be the duty of the Vice-Chairperson to assume the duties of the Chairperson in the
absence of the Chairperson. The Vice-Chairperson does not automatically succeed the
Chairperson. Both the Chairperson and the Vice-Chairperson are eligible for reelection.

Adopted March 4, 2013



1-109 Communications To or From the Council

Communications from the Council to members of the legislature, the press and the public
should, whenever possible, be transmitted by and through the Chairperson of the Council.
Inquiries in regard to matters upon which the Council has taken, or probably will take a
position, should be referred to the Chairperson.

There will be cases when an individual member of the Council will feel obligated to answer
inquiries. In these cases, the member of the Council expressing an opinion as to matters upon
which the Council has taken a position should support the position taken by the Council or make
it perfectly clear that he or she is expressing an opinion that has not been approved by the
Council.

Adopted May 29, 2008



1-110 Lobbying

The Council recognizes and appreciates the privilege each individual in this State and nation has
to express his or her opinion and to seek to make that opinion known to members of Congress,
and State legislature. The Council also recognizes the responsibilities with which it has been
entrusted in connection with the operation of the early childhood development and health
system and the advancement of early childhood development and health programs in the State
of Arizona and recognizes that on occasion the interests of the Council will not coincide with the
interests of individual members of the Council.

In approaching members of the State legislature or members of Congress, members of the
Council shall make every effort to indicate clearly that the position they take is an individual
position or is the position of a group other than the Council. In instances in which the Council
has taken an official position, the member endorsing a differing position shall make it clear to
the legislative body that the Council has endorsed a different or contrary position.

The members responsible for the disbursement or allocation of State funds shall determine prior
to disbursement or allocation that such funds will not be used for purposes of influencing
legislation unless such use receives specific authorization by the Council.

Only the Chairperson of the Council or his or her designated delegate shall speak for the Council
to members of the legislature in matters relating to policy. In responding to members of
congress or State legislators, Council members shall make every effort to accurately
communicate official Council positions. In matters for which the Council hasn’t taken an official
position, Council members should indicate clearly that the position they take is an individual
position or is the position of a group other than the Council.

This policy is not intended to nor shall it be enforced so as to restrict rights guaranteed to
individual employees or Council members but is an attempt only to separate the views of those
individuals from positions which the Council may take in attempting to discharge its
responsibilities under the statutes of the State of Arizona.

Adopted May 29, 2008



1-111 Conflict Of Interest

Council members and employees shall comply with the conflict of interest provisions of A.R.S.
Title 38, Chapter 3, Article 8. These statutes set the minimum standards expected of public
officers and employees who, in their official capacities, are faced with a decision or contract
that might affect their direct or indirect pecuniary or proprietary interests or those of a relative.
Section 38-503 provides in part:

Any public officer or employee of a public agency who has, or whose relative has, a substantial
interest in any contract, sale, purchase or service to such public agency shall make known that
interest in the official records of such public agency and shall refrain from voting upon or
otherwise participating in any manner as an officer or employee in such contract, sale, purchase
or service.

Any public officer or employee who has, or whose relative has, a substantial interest in any
decision of a public agency shall make known such interest in the official records of such public
agency and shall refrain from participating in any manner as an officer or employee in such
decision.

Under this law, a Council member or employee who has a conflict of interest must disclose the
interest and refrain from participating in the matter. Council members and employees may find
guidance on this subject in the Arizona Agency Handbook, which is available on the Attorney
General's website at http://www.azag.gov/Agency Handbook/Agency Handbook.html. Public
officers and employees should review conflicts of interest matters not specifically addressed in
the Handbook with their supervisors or legal counsel.

In addition to complying with the conflict of interest provisions of Title 38, Chapter 3, Article 8,
no Regional Partnership Council member shall vote on, or participate in the discussion of, any
grant proposal in which any entity by which they are employed or on whose Council they serve
has a substantial interest, as defined by Section 38-502.

Furthermore, in accordance with A.R.S. Section 8-1191(C)(5), Council members are specifically
prohibited from having a substantial interest in the provision of early childhood education
services as defined by Section 38-502.


http://www.azag.gov/Agency_Handbook/Agency_Handbook.html

In addition to complying with the conflict of interest provisions of Title 38, Chapter 3, Article 8,
all Council members and employees shall complete a Conflict of Interest Statement upon
adoption of this policy and annually thereafter on a form to be provided by the central office
staff. These forms will be reviewed by the First Things First Regional Director and legal counsel
for resolution or mitigation of potential conflicts of interest. Any potential conflicts of interest
that cannot be resolved or mitigated satisfactorily will be placed on the Early Childhood
Development and Health Board’s upcoming agenda for disclosure purposes and to help ensure
compliance with the conflict of interest laws. In addition, the Regional Director will prepare a
summary report of the Conflict of Interest Statements filed each year for Council review.

The Conflict of Interest Statement prepared annually by the Regional Director will be reviewed
by the Council.

Adopted May 29, 2008



1-112 Amendments

These policies shall not be added to, amended, or repealed except at a meeting of the Council
and by public vote of a majority of all voting members of the Council. Any proposed addition,
deletion, or amendment shall be filed with the Regional Director, in writing, at least ten days
before such meeting, and it shall be the duty of the Regional Director to promptly distribute a
copy to each member of the Council.

Amendments to Council policy will require a two-step process to adopt: 1) the draft policy
change will receive a first reading at a public meeting, during which Council members may
discuss the draft amendment and request that staff make changes as deemed appropriate (a
vote to adopt is not taken at this stage) and 2) the draft policy change will receive a second
reading at a subsequent public meeting during which the Council may direct staff to make
further changes or may vote its adoption.

Adopted May 29, 2008
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Ready for School. Set for Life. . — 5 TE/T/TmmsmsmssmsmsmsT
Council:  Santa Cruz Fiscal Year: 2014

Instructions for interpreting data report fields:

*Quarterly Data Submission Status

Quarterly Data Submission Status is not a strategy-specific data field. This is a FTF designated field in a report that indicates within a quarter the number of months of data that were
submitted for a single contract out of the three mandatory months for the quarter.

0 = 0 months out of 3 months of data for this quarter were submitted.

Note:

No strategy-specific data fields will be displayed for a contract with a “0” Quarterly Data Submission Status

1 =1 month out of 3 months of data for this quarter were submitted

2 =2 months out of 3 months of data for this quarter were submitted

3 = 3 months out of 3 months of data for this quarter were submitted

Note:
A Quarterly Data Submission Status of “0” may be assigned in the following scenarios:
(a) The grantee did not set their PGMS data submission status to “complete” or did not submit data via other acceptable file transfer protocols
(b) The grantee signed their contract only one month prior to the end of the quarter and data submission is not applicable until the following quarter
(c) The contract’s strategy-specific data reporting requirements may not be available and/or no training on data submission has taken place

**Contracted Service Units
Contracted Service Units only appear for a contract’s lead strategy

Instructions for reading null and zero as data field values:

Blank data field = A null data field appears if the grantee selected “NA (Not Applicable)” when given a YES/NA option on their data reporting template indicating the specific data field(s) are not a
part of their contract

0 = Grantee selected “No” in a YES/NO option on their data reporting template indicating the specific data field(s) were not collected for the quarter

0 = Grantee reported “0” on their data reporting template indicating the specific data field(s) were not collected for the quarter

Last Processed: 6/13/2014 12:55:56 PM Page: 1 of 10



T+ FIRST THINGS FIRST Data Reports by Regional Partnership Council

Ready for School. Set for Life.
Council:  Santa Cruz Fiscal Year: 2014

Family Resource Centers

Contracted First Fiscal S;Z::;i Third Fiscal F;:::T Fiscal
Contract Number/ Grantee Name Data Field Service Quarter Quarter YTD

Units** (July-Sept) (g:ta_gzz) (Jan-Mar) Quarter Total

(Apr-Jun)

FTF-RC020-13-0387-01-Y2 / The
University of Arizona Santa Cruz Quarterly Data Submission Status*
Cooperative Extension

Number of families with children (0-5 years) receiving resource & referral

. . 622 734 592
information

Number of service providers housed at the family resource center 32 36 42
Number of families (0-5 yrs) referred to services offered at the Family 561 73 132
Resource Center

Number of families with children (0-5 yrs) receiving referrals to agencies 78 161 68

outside of the family resource center

[ > Number of families served 250) 639 434 200 1273

Number of books distributed

Number of other resources distributed

Last Processed: 6/13/2014 12:55:56 PM Page: 2 of 10



T+ FIRST THINGS FIRST Data Reports by Regional Partnership Council

Ready for School. Set for Life.

Council: Santa Cruz

Parent Education Community-Based Training

Contract Number/ Grantee Name

FTF-RC020-13-0387-01-Y2 / The
University of Arizona Santa Cruz
Cooperative Extension

Data Field

Quarterly Data Submission Status*

Fiscal Year:

Contracted
Service
Units**

First Fiscal
Quarter
(July-Sept)

Second
Fiscal
Quarter
(Oct-Dec)

Third Fiscal
Quarter
(Jan-Mar)

Fiscal
YTD
Total

Sececcececcccccecesese, |Nymberof trainings conducted 357 518 356
* Parent Education

. R Number of adults attended 1165 1787 1246
¢ Community-Based

* Training is part of the Average attendance per training session 3.3 3.5 3.5

Family Resource Centers
grant, which is also
administered by the
University of Arizona
Santa Cruz Cooperative
Extension.

Last Processed: 6/13/2014 12:55:56 PM
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fi FIRST THINGS FIRST Data Reports by Regional Partnership Council

Ready for School. Set for Life.
Council:  Santa Cruz Fiscal Year: 2014

Home Visitation

Contracted First Fiscal S;Z::;j Third Fiscal F;:::T
Contract Number/ Grantee Name Data Field Service Quarter Quarter Quarter

: Quarter
%%k - IVI
iz Ouly-Sept) | (oct-pec) | ™M) | (apr-jun)

FTF-RC020-13-0391-01-Y2 / Child and
Family Resources Inc.

Quarterly Data Submission Status*

Number of families newly enrolled during the quarter 13 9 9
[ T—> Number of families served 75 70 79 88 88

Number of families at the end of the quarter (subtracting disenrolled) 59 65 66
Number of families continuing to receive services who have moved out of 0 0 0
the region during the quarter

Number of families disenrolled during the quarter 11 3 8
:l;;;:tt;ir of full time equivalent (FTE) home visitors at the end of the 3.0 30 3.0
Home visitor caseload for the quarter 19.7 21.7 22.0
Staff turnover for the quarter 0 0 0
Family turnover for the quarter 0 0 0
Families disenrolled due to moving 18.2% 0 37.5%
Families disenrolled due to unable to locate 18.2% 33.3% 12.5%
Number of children newly enrolled during the quarter 10 7 9
Number of children served 97 104 113
Number of families who received community based referrals 152 156 273

Last Processed: 6/13/2014 12:55:56 PM Page: 4 of 10



FIRST THINGS FIRST

Ready for School. Set for Life.

Council: Santa Cruz

Developmental and Sensory Screening

Contract Number/ Grantee Name

FTF-RC020-13-0391-01-Y2 / Child and
Family Resources Inc.

0000 0000000000000 00000
Developmental and
Sensory Screening is part
of the Home Visitation
strategy, which is also
administered by Child &
Family Resources, Inc.
The home visitors conduct
vision, hearing, and
developmental
screenings.

Data Field

Quarterly Data Submission Status*

Data Reports by Regional Partnership Council

Fiscal Year: 2014

Second
Fiscal
Quarter
(Oct-Dec)

Third Fiscal
Quarter
(Jan-Mar)

First Fiscal
Quarter
(July-Sept)

Contracted
Service
Units**

Fourth
Fiscal
Quarter
(Apr-Jun)

Fiscal
YTD
Total

Number of hearing screenings conducted 0 0
Number of hearing results forwarded to medical home 0 0
Number of families referred and having received an additional evaluation 0 0
Number of children received hearing screening 0 0
Number of vision screenings conducted 0 0
Number of vision results forwarded to medical home (physician of record) 0 0
for evaluation and services

Number of families that report being referred and having received an 0 0
additional evaluation

Number of children received vision screening 0 0
Number of developmental screenings conducted 45 31
Number of developmental screening results forwarded to AZEIP, Part B or a 1 4
medical home

Number of children referred for developmental delay follow-up 0 4
Number of children received developmental screening 45 31
Number of children receiving screening (children may have received 1-3 45 31
types of screenings)

Last Processed:

6/13/2014 12:55:56 PM
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FIRST THINGS FIRST

Ready for School. Set for Life.

Oral Health

Contract Number/ Grantee Name

Council: Santa Cruz

Data Field

FTF_RC029_13_0367_01_Y2 /e Quarterly Data Submission Status*
Community Health Center

—
—
—

Number of oral health screenings given to

Fiscal Year:

Contracted
Service
Units**

First Fiscal
Quarter

(July-Sept)

Data Reports by Regional Partnership Council

2014

Second
Fiscal
Quarter
(Oct-Dec)

Third Fiscal
Quarter
(Jan-Mar)

Fourth
Fiscal

Quarter
(Apr-Jun)

Fiscal
YTD
Total

200 46 21 22 89
expectant mothers
Nu.mber of oral health screenings given to 2000 634 550 677 1861
children (0-5yrs)
Nu.mber of fluoride varnish applied to 2000 634l 550 677 1861
children (0-5yrs)
Number of expectant mothers receiving oral health kits 0 0 0
Number of children (0-5 yrs) receiving oral health kits 0 0 0
Number of trainings conducted 19 11 612
Number of adults attended 0 649 391 612 1652
Number of children attended 634 431 0
Number of expectant mothers referred to treatment providers 4 0 1
Number of expectant mothers receiving services 0 0 0
Number of children (0-5yrs) referred to treatment providers 28 59 44
Number of children (0-5yrs) receiving services 0 0 0

Last Processed:

6/13/2014 12:55:56 PM
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Ready for School. Set for Life.

Data Reports by Regional Partnership Council

Council: Santa Cruz Fiscal Year: 2014

Recruitment into Field

S Third Fiscal fout Fiscal

Contracted First Fiscal : it
Fiscal Fiscal

Contract Number/ Grantee Name Data Field Service Quarter Quarter YTD
Units** (July-Sept)

Quarter
(Jan-Mar) (Apr-Jun) Total

Quarter
(Oct-Dec)

g:llAe-gReCOZO-l?:-OS?,O-OLYz JGosie Quarterly Data Submission Status*

Number of high school students newly recruited 0 0 0
Number of volunteers newly recruited 0 0 0
Number of parents newly recruited 0 0 0
Number of home-based child care providers newly recruited 0 0 0
Number of other participants newly recruited 18 0 3
Number of participants newly recruited this quarter 18 0 3
[ > Number of participants recruited 18 64 64 67 67
Number of participants at the end of the quarter 64 64 60
Number of participants applying for financial aid this quarter 4 0 3
Number of individuals with an early education career plan/pathway 18 0 3
Number of participants volunteering 0 0 1

Last Processed: 6/13/2014 12:55:56 PM
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¢ FIRST THINGS FIRST

Ready for School. Set for Life.

Council: Santa Cruz

Data Reports by Regional Partnership Council

Fiscal Year:

2014
Quality First Coaching & Incentives - Regional Funding

Contract Number/ Grantee Name

Contracted First Fiscal S;‘;z:;j Third Fiscal F;:::r Fiscal
Data Field Sefvice Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter YTD
Units** (July-Sept) (Oct-Dec) (Jan-Mar) (Apr-Jun) Total
Number of Centers 3 1 2 3 0
Number of Homes 4 4 4 4 0
Number of Rating Only Centers 0 0 0 0 0

Last Processed: 6/13/2014 12:55:56 PM
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T+ FIRST THINGS FIRST Data Reports by Regional Partnership Council

Ready for School. Set for Life.
Council:  Santa Cruz Fiscal Year: 2014

Quality First Scholarships

S d Fourth
Contracted First Fiscal ;Z::I Third Fiscal I:::al Fiscal
Contract Number/ Grantee Name Data Field Service Quarter Quarter YTD
Units** (July-Sept) Quarter (Jan-Mar) Quarter Total
(Oct-Dec) (Apr-Jun)

FTF-STATE-14-0440-01 / Valley of the
Sun United Way

Quarterly Data Submission Status*

Number of center based providers served 1 1 2
Number of center based providers at the end of the quarter (subtracting 1 1 5
disenrolled)
Number of home based providers served 4 4 4
Number of home based providers at the end of the quarter (subtracting 4 4 4
disenrolled)

[ > Number of children receiving scholarships 31 34 40
Center based providers: Number of infants receiving scholarships 0 0 0
Center based providers: Number of infants receiving scholarships at the end

. . 0 0 0
of the quarter (subtracting disenrolled)
Home based providers: Number of infants receiving scholarships 1 1 1
Home based providers: Number of infants receiving scholarships at the end 1 1 0
of the quarter (subtracting disenrolled)
Center based providers: Number of toddlers receiving scholarships 0 0 2
Center based providers: Number of toddlers receiving scholarships at the

. . 0 0 1

end of the quarter (subtracting disenrolled)
Home based providers: Number of toddlers receiving scholarships 10 12 16
Home based providers: Number of toddlers receiving scholarships at the 8 7 5
end of the quarter (subtracting disenrolled)

Last Processed: 6/13/2014 12:55:56 PM Page: 9 of 10
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Ready for School. Set for Life.

Data Reports by Regional Partnership Council

Council: Santa Cruz Fiscal Year: 2014

Center based providers: Number of preschool aged children receiving

. 17 21 25
scholarships
Center based providers: Number of preschool aged children receiving 14 18 2
scholarships at the end of the quarter (subtracting disenrolled)
Home based providers: Number of preschool aged children receiving

; 10 12 16
scholarships
Home based providers: Number of preschool aged children receiving 6 3 8
scholarships at the end of the quarter (subtracting disenrolled)
Center based providers: Number of children with special needs receiving 0 0 0
scholarships
Center based providers: Number of children with special needs receiving 0 0 0
scholarships at the end of the quarter (subtracting disenrolled)
Home based providers: Number of children with special needs receiving 1 1 1
scholarships
Home based providers: Number of children with special needs receiving 0 0 0
scholarships at the end of the quarter (subtracting disenrolled)
Number of Infant (0-12 months) slots filled end of the quarter 1.0 1.0 0.0
Number of toddler (13-35 months) slots filled end of the quarter 9.0 8.0 8.0
Number of preschooler (36 months - 5 yrs) slots filled end of the quarter 14.5 20.0 25.0
Number of slots filled with children 311 245 200 33.0 33.0
(0-5 yrs) end of the quarter
Number of FTF slots vacant for children (0-5 yrs) 0 0 0

Last Processed:

6/13/2014 12:55:56 PM
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Santa Cruz Regional Partnership Council

Regional Director’s Report

October 7, 2013
Regional Updates

Expenditure Report (See attachment)
% As of September 27", our grantees had expensed their Fiscal Year 2014 awarded funds at 9.2%, which you can see
circled at the bottom of the expenditure report.

Cross Regional Grantee Meeting
% On Thursday, September 26", the Southeast Regional Team held a cross-regional grant partner coordination meeting at
the Westside Police Service Center in Tucson.
% The topics discussed at during the meeting were:
0 Communications Plan/Messaging Updates

System Building, School Readiness Indicators, and the Benchmarking Process
Quality Assurance

Regional Boundaries

Regional Partnership Council Timeline

Community-Based Parent Education and Training Data Reporting

©O O 0O o0 o0 Oo

Affordable Care Act Resources
0 Highlights from the 2013 Early Childhood Summit
< The meeting was very well attended and some good discussion was had.

2014 Need & Assets Report
% The University of Arizona Norton School continues their work on our 2014 Needs & Assets Report.
They’re next contract deliverable, which is their monthly status report is due the second week of October.

0.0
@
0.0

Community Outreach Update
¢ On Saturday, September 21%, First Things First participated in the Special Education Conference at Cochise College,
Santa Cruz Center in Nogales put on by Raising Special Kids and the Santa Cruz Parent Love Connection.
O The conference was put on as an opportunity for parents of children with special needs to learn more about
Interpreting, IEP Basics, and positive Behavior Support.
O We had a table at the event where we handed out Born Learning materials and books.
< We continue to work on preparations for the 3" Annual First Things First Celebrates the Young Child community event
that will take place on February 8™ 2014 at the Americana Hotel in Nogales.
0 We've added several new activities for next year’s event and continue to look for new learning opportunities.
0 We are working on finalizing the contract with the venue and hope to have it finalized by the end of the month.

Statewide Updates

Quality Assurance Site Visits

+* The First Things First Quality Assurance team continues to conduct their site visits across the state.

«»* First Things First developed its process for comprehensively measuring the success of First Things First funded programs
for children ages 0-5 and their families in Arizona.

«*» The First Things First quality assurance system aims to effectively and efficiently measure performance and
programmatic implementation.

< Quality assurance visits started this month to grantees across the state. The quality assurance system is strength-based
and collaborative and their main goal is to learn more about the work that our grantees are doing in the community.

+» They have two scheduled visits during the month of November. The two scheduled visits are with:

0 Oral Health Grantee: Mariposa Community Health Center




0 Recruitment Into the Field Grantee: Cochise College

Discretionary Funding Committee

R/
0.0

0
0'0

The Discretionary Funding Committee had its first meeting and Southeast is represented by Tony Bruno (SPMA) and
Shanna Tautolo (PYT).

The vast majority if the committee members recommend that there not be any changes to the formula in the near
future. Tony and Shanna will likely present on the work of the committee during the December Board meeting in
Tucson.

KDI Update

0
0'0

O
0'0

Progress continues toward developing and implementing an Arizona Kindergarten Developmental Inventory (KDI) tool.
The Task Force convened by the Piper Charitable Trust completed their work in July, and a report of that work will be
available in September.

The U.S. Department of Education has awarded more than $15.1 million in Enhanced Assessment Grants (EAGSs) to
three state education agencies—North Carolina, Maryland and Texas—to develop or enhance their Kindergarten Entry
Assessments.

North Carolina's award amounts to more than $6.1 million.

Arizona is part of the 11-state consortium led by North Carolina.

In addition to Arizona, other states in the NC consortium include Delaware, lowa, Maine, North Dakota, Oregon, Rhode
Island, Washington DC and South Carolina as a collaborating state.

Race to the Top Application Update

X3

S

X3

%

X3

%

X3

8

The latest round of the federal Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge grant was released several weeks ago.
Arizona is eligible for up to $52.5 million over four years (about $20 million less than in 2011).

Much like the round in 2011, the deadline for applications faces an extremely tight turnaround — October 16th.

The governor designated First Things First as the lead agency for the 2011 grant. As such, we have taken the lead in
coordinating the conversations and work for a possible 2013 Arizona application.

We have met with the governor’s policy team already and have another meeting scheduled for this September 26™.
Additionally, we convened a broader stakeholder meeting last week to solicit feedback on a potential 2013 application.
The stakeholder meeting and the conversations with the governor’s office will ultimately help us finalize the goal areas
for a 2013 application.

Of course, the final call on whether or not we apply in 2013 rests with the governor’s office.

Upcoming Events

0
0'0

October 10™: Chairs & Vice Chairs Meeting in Phoenix
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FIRST THINGS FIRST

Ready for School. Set for Life.

Award Allottment
Expended | Expended

Allotment

Expense % of Award % of
Variance Expended | Allotment

Grantee Name Total Allotment Awarded YTD Expense
Community
Community Awareness Strategy 83.2%

First Things First (FTF-Directed) $18,600 $15,470

Media Strategy $25,000 $25,000 $24,401 $599 97.6%
First Things First (FTF-Directed) $25,000 $24,401 $599 97.6%

Reimbursement Activity

Pendin Paid
a [(EREIDPED)

Goal Area Subtotal: $45,000 $43,600 $39,927 $3,673 91.6% 88.7%

Evaluation
Regional Family Support Strategies 100.0%

First Things First (FTF-Directed) 100.0%

Statewide Evaluation Strategy 100.0%
First Things First (FTF-Directed) $64,943 $64,943 - 100.0%

$25,000 $25,000

Goal Area Subtotal: $89,943 $89,943 $89,943 - 100.0% 100.0%

Family Support

$555,000 $555,000 $417,556

$555,000 $417,556

75.2%

The University of Arizona Santa Cruz

Home Visitation Strateg $300,000 $300,000 $215,331 $84,669 71.8% 71.8%
Arizona Department of Economic Security $12,073 $9,198 $2,875 76.2%

Child and Family Resources Inc. $287,927 $206,133 $81,794 71.6%

$103,873

Goal Area Subtotal: $855,000 $855,000 $632,887 $222,113 74.0% 74.0%

Health

Child Care Health Consultation $133,491 $133,490 $101,306

First Things First (FTF-Directed) $8,197 $8,197 100.0%
Maricopa County Department of Public Health $2,811 $562 $2,249 20.0%
Pima County Health Department $5,110 $4,734 $376 92.6%

The University of Arizona Santa Cruz $117,373 $87,814 $29,559

Oral Health Strategy
Mariposa Community Health Center $74,800 $65,815 $8,985

$103,873

Goal Area Subtotal: $208,291 $208,290 $167,122 $41,169 80.2% 80.2%

Professional
Recruitment into Field Strategy
Cochise College $42,000 $36,758 $5,242 87.5%

Goal Area Subtotal: $42,000 $42,000 $36,758 $5,242 87.5% 87.5%

Quality and Access
Quality First Academy Strategy $4,964 $4,124 $2,714 $1,410 65.8% 54.7%
Southwest Human Development $4,124 $2,714 $1,410 65.8%

Quality First Child Care Health $2,555 $2,555 $1,621 $934 63.4% 63.4%
University of Arizona Cooperative Extension $2,555 $1,621 $934 63.4%

Quality First Coaching & Incentives $74,200 $74,200 $56,108 $18,092 75.6% 75.6%
Valley of the Sun United Way $74,200 $56,108 $18,092 75.6%

Quality First Inclusion Warmline $1,104 $1,104 $705 $399 63.8% 63.8%
Southwest Human Development $1,104 $705 $399 63.8%
Quality First Mental Health $1,136 $1,136 $993 $142 87.5% 87.5%
Southwest Human Development $1,136 $993 $142 87.5%
Quality First Scholarships Strategy $145,245 $145,245 $145,245 - 100.0% 100.0%
Valley of the Sun United Way $145,245 $145,245 - 100.0%

Quality First Warmline Triage $442 $442 $404 $37 91.6% 91.6%
Southwest Human Development $442 $404 $37 91.6%

$200
$200
$390
$390

$888
$888

$61
$61

$80
$80

$38
$38

Goal Area Subtotal: $229,646 $228,806 $207,790 $21,016 90.8% 90.5%

$1,657

Overall Total: $1,469,880 $1,467,6396 1,174 615> $293,024 ( 80 Oob 79.9%
y .

Last Processed:
7/22/2014 9:22:44 AM
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Santa Cruz Regional Partnership Council

Regional Director’s Report

Regional Updates August 4, 2014

Expenditure Report (See attachment)
% As of July 18" our grantees had expensed their Fiscal Year 2014 awarded funds at 80%, which you can see circled at the
bottom of the expenditure report.
Birth to 5 Community Forum
** The Birth to 5 Community Forum organizing committee is planning on scheduling the next meeting for late August or
early September.
+*» Debbie Curley of the University of Arizona Cooperative Extension Santa Cruz tallied participant feedback from the first
meeting, and we found that most of what people wanted from early childhood capacity building fell into three
categories:
0 Improved communication to avoid duplication of services;
0 Filling service gaps; and
0 Shared professional development opportunities
% As aresult, we will be organizing quarterly meetings in which we will highlight a topic area for early childhood services.
The first topic area will be BEHAVIORAL HEALTH. We will highlight:
0 The need for behavioral health services in Santa Cruz County
0 Presentations from various service providers that inform others on what they do
0 Possible service gaps within Behavioral Health as it relates to children birth to 5.
Back to School Events
< OnlJuly 19", we participated in the NUSD Jump Back to School event where we handed out Born Learning information
to parents of young children, grade level Scholastic books and some school supplies.
< OnlJuly 26", we participated in the SCVUSD Back to School Blitz where we handed out Born Learning information to
parents of young children, grade level Scholastic books and some school supplies.

Statewide Updates

FTF Public Awareness Campaign

+*» One of First Things First’s chief responsibilities, by law, is to increase public information on the importance of early
childhood development and health. This information is key for parents, caregivers and other adults to do their part in
getting Arizona’s kids ready for school and set for life. In order to remain visible and relevant among the wave of
advertising parents and caregivers are exposed to every day, First Things First varies the content of its advertising every
18 months or so.

% The upcoming ads are testimonial in nature and feature three community volunteer spokespeople: Nicole Teyechea
McNeil, an early educator from Phoenix; Dr. Lyndy Jones, a Tempe pediatrician; and, the Honorable Richard Weiss, a
Juvenile Court Presiding Judge in Mojave County. The content of the ads are straight-forward messages about early
childhood including:

0 Teachers Know: School Success Begins at Birth;
0 90% of a Child’s Brain Develops by Age 5; and,
0 Strong Families Build Strong Communities.

Each ad concludes with the call to action, “First Things First, Arizona!” and our web address.

«*» Our new creative will launch at the beginning of July and includes television, radio, online, cinema, newspaper,
magazine and (in areas where limited advertising space is available) grocery. We look forward to helping more
Arizonans understand the critical importance of the early years and what they can do to help our youngest children
succeed in school and in life.

Upcoming Events
% August 18" and 19™: FTF Early Childhood Summit at the Phoenix Convention Center.
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