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Arizona Early Childhood Development & Health Board 
 

Gila Regional Partnership Council 
Regular Meeting of June 18, 2009 

 
Welcome and Call to Order 
A regular meeting of the First Things First Gila Regional Partnership Council was held on June 18, 2009 at 
the Payson Police Department, Training Room, located at 303 N. Beeline Highway, Payson, Arizona  
85541 
 
Chair Rivera called the meeting to order at approximately 10:07 a.m. 
 
Members Present:   
Alexis Rivera, Dr. Diane Bricker, Jennifer Kinnard, Sharron Moody, Audrey Opitz, Ann Tolman, Sue Yale 
 
FTF Staff present: 
Marla Chamberlain, Central/East Regional Manager; Eva Cook, Gila Regional Coordinator; Mary 
Courvoisier, Gila Regional Administrative Assistant; and Edith Lee, Graham/Greenlee Administrative 
Assistant. 
 
Members Absent: 
Roger Kortman, Paula Horn, Hubert Nanty 
 
Introduction of Jennifer Kinnard New Council Member – School Administrator 
Chair Rivera introduced and welcomed Jennifer Kinnard, new School Administrator Member who was 
appointed to the Gila Regional Partnership Council on May 15, 2009.   
 
Consent Agenda 
The items on the Consent Agenda included the meeting minutes from the May 18, 2009 Work Session 
with the San Carlos Regional Partnership Council and the May 18, 2009 regular meeting minutes.  
Member Opitz motioned to approve the Consent Agenda and Member Moody seconded the motion.  
Motion carried. 
 
Call to the Public 
There was one Call to the Public response made by Margret Celix of Association for Supportive Child 
Care (ASCC)/Child Care Resource and Referral (CCRR).  Ms. Celix provided a handout and ASCC/CCRR 
updates to the Regional Council. 
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Council Member Updates 
Chair Rivera informed Regional Council Members he would be unable to Chair the July 16, 2009 regular 
council meeting (but he plans to attend the meeting by phone).  Chair Rivera asked for a Regional 
Council Member to volunteer to Chair the meeting.  Member Tolman volunteered to chair the July 
meeting.   
 
The Regional Council had a brief discussion regarding the July 16, 2009 meeting attendance, which 
resulted in a concern about having a quorum for that meeting.  FTF staff will confirm a quorum. 
  
Quality First! Presentation 
Linda Williams-Tuenge, Quality First Coaching Supervisor, gave a Quality First presentation and provided 
a Component Overview handout.  Ms. Williams-Tuenge introduced Elisa Mongeluzzi, Quality First Coach 
for the Gila Region. 
 
Ms. Williams-Tuenge announced the statewide initiative Quality First participants for the Region:  
 
 Child Care Center 
 Payson Community Christian School - Payson 
 
 Home Providers 
 Amy’s Child Care Group Home - Payson 
 Rhonda’s Child Care - Globe 
 Sylvia’s Preschool - Globe 
 
Regional Coordinator Report 
Regional Coordinator, Eva Cook, presented a monthly report.  Ms. Cook provided updated information 
relating to both statewide initiatives and regional strategies.  Mrs. Cook also reviewed the Regional 
Operational Plan (revised June 8, 2009). 
 
Oral Health RFGA FTF-RC004-10-0047-00 Discussion and Possible Award of Oral Health Grant 
Member Moody made a motion to move into Executive Session to discuss the Oral Health RFGA Review 
Committee recommendations.  Member Yale seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
Chair Rivera directed members of the public to exit the meeting room for Executive Session. 
 
Member Tolman declared a Conflict of Interest relating to the Oral Health RFGA because of an existing 
relationship between her employer and the RFGA applicant.  Member Tolman recused herself from 
Executive Session and exited the meeting room.   
 
Executive Session began at 10:50 a.m. 
 
Member Opitz made a motion to move back into Regular Session at 11:20 a.m.  Member Yale seconded 
the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
Chair Rivera announced that in Executive Session the Council was presented with the recommendations 
of the RFGA Review Committee for Oral Health RFGA #FTF –RC004-10-0047-00. 
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Member Dr. Bricker made a motion to accept the recommendations of the RFGA Review Committee for 
Oral Health RFGA FTF-RC004-10-0047-00.  Member Opitz seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
The Regional Council directed the Regional Coordinator to gather additional information regarding the 
oral health strategy and present to the Council at a later date. 
 
Next Meeting – Thursday, July 16, 2009 
Chair Rivera announced that the next meeting will be held on Thursday, July 16, 2009, beginning at 
10:00 a.m., at the Department of Economic Security, Conference Room A, located at 605 S. 7th Street, 
Globe, Arizona  85501. 
 
Recognition of Council Members 
Ms. Cook acknowledged the hours of hard work and volunteerism given by each of the Regional Council 
Members over the past year and presented each Member present with a Certificate of Recognition.   
 
Adjourn 
There being no further business, Member Tolman moved to adjourn the meeting at approximately 11:25 
a.m., seconded by Member Dr. Bricker.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
Submitted By:      Approved By: 
 
___________________________________  _____________ __________________________ 
Eva Cook, Regional Coordinator                   Date  Alexis Rivera, Chair        Date 
  


