
John & Doris Norton School of Family & Consumer Sciences

2012 First Things First 
Needs and Assets Report 
Project Overview

Michele Walsh, PhD

For Yavapai Regional Partnership Council 
Meeting
Prescott, AZ
August 24, 2011



EVALUATION, RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT UNIT

Purpose of this Presentation

 To introduce The UA Norton School of Family 
& Consumer Sciences Project Team

 To briefly summarize the Scope of Work for 
the  FTF 2012 Needs and Assets 
Assessment 

 To review the draft community indicators and 
possible geographic areas for additional work 
products
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FTF Needs and Assets Reports Scope of Work

• Reports are to provide a snapshot of 
 the characteristics of the region’s children under six and their 

families
 the assets available to children and families 
 the unmet needs of these children and families 

 Examine six goal areas primarily thru the collection and analysis 
of available data

1) quality and access to early care and education 
2) health 
3) professional development of early care teachers and workers
4) family support 
5) public information on awareness of early childhood issues
6) coordination among early childhood programs and services 

John & Doris Norton School of Family & Consumer Sciences



EVALUATION, RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT UNIT

Goals

 To understand and convey the particular character 
of the Yavapai Region and its families and children

 To identify community needs and to recognize and 
document the considerable strengths of the 
communities in the Yavapai Region that can be 
leveraged to meet those needs

 To identify, in partnership with the Yavapai Regional 
Council, relevant and “actionable” recommendations 
based on the information gained
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Additional Work Products

 Matrices of community-level indicators
 Identify and define appropriate geographic 

analysis areas within the Yavapai region
 Identify appropriate and accessible indicators to 

be collected for each community
 Web-based data querying system
 Allowing display and comparison of indicators by 

geographical area
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Review of Draft Community 
Indicators and Potential 

Geographies
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Potential Community Indicators
Population characteristics
 Number of children 0-5
 Number of families with children 0-5
 Racial/ethnic group, immigrant or tribal status
 Family composition (e.g., single parent, grandparent 

led family, etc.)
 Language usage
Economic Circumstances
 Median income
 Number and/or percent of children zero through five 

and/or families with children zero through five (or 
families with children 1-18) living at 50%, 100%, 
150%, and 200% of the federal poverty level

 Employment and unemployment data
 Other economic indicators (e.g., unemployment 

insurance, TANF) 
 Data about food security and childhood hunger 

(e.g., SNAP, use of food banks)
 Number of children in free or reduced lunch 

program

Educational Indicators
 Data on the educational attainment of parents,
 Standardized test scores by school district
 Data about homeschooling
 Data on literacy and kindergarten readiness 

(assessments school by school basis)
Quality and Access
 Number of accredited early care and education 

centers/homes
 Number of early care and education programs
 Cost of early care and education to families
Health
 Health insurance coverage
 Healthy births (prenatal care, low birth weight, 

preterm births, teen births) 
 Oral health
 Immunizations
 Infant and child mortality and morbidity 
Family Support
 Child abuse/neglect, foster care
 Juvenile justice involvement
 Incarcerated parents
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Yavapai County Zip Codes
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36 zip codes
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Legislative Districts

9

5 current legislative 
districts

LD1, LD4, LD6, LD7 
and LD8
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Proposed Legislative Districts
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ADHS Primary Care Areas
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10 Primary Care Areas
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Project Timeline
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Task July-Aug
2011 

Sept-Oct
2011 

Nov-Dec 
2011 

Jan-Feb  
2012 

Mar-Apr
  2012 

May-June  
2012 

July-Aug 
2012 

Identify models of geographic areas and draft indicators        

Meeting with Regional Partnership Council to review workplan 
and draft indicators 

24 
Aug 

      

Collect, clean, analyze existing data for base report          

Collect, clean, analyze data on community indicators and 
resources              

(Note:  Tribal approvals will be sought in advance of collecting 
data from Yavapai-Apache Nation and Yavapai Prescott Indian 
Tribe agencies and stakeholders) 

        

Develop community-level fact sheet drafts          

Present fact sheets for review and comment by Council    25 
Jan 

    

Develop and test querying system, with Director and Council 
input 

        

Integrate community-level data into draft base report        

Regional Director reviews draft report and querying system      Apr 
10 

  

Present draft and querying system to Regional Partnership 
Council for  review  and comments  

     May 
23 

  

Revise and deliver final report        24 
Aug 

Once monthly meetings/updates with FTF Regional Staff         

Meetings/updates with FTF central and divisional leadership        
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Questions and Comments?
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