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Get Ready: Arizona Launches Major Education Initiative

Sweeping “Arizona Ready” Reform Plan Brings Improved Transparency, Accountability

PHOENIX — When it comes to the education of Arizona’s children, change is coming.

Change is coming in the form of new tools for parents to assess the quality of their children’s schools.
More rigorous testing standards for students. And a higher bar for the state when it comes to the level of
education that Arizonans expect schools to deliver.

Welcome to Arizona Ready. This sweeping initiative, announced today by Governor Jan Brewer, State
Superintendent of Public Instruction John Huppenthal and a host of state and local education leaders, is the
plan for Arizona’s education future. Paired with an innovative new Website — ArizonaReady.com — the initiative
is about expecting more from our children, our schools and ourselves.

“We know that Arizona’s ability to attract the jobs of tomorrow depends upon building a world-class
education system today,” said Governor Brewer. “Arizona Ready is the roadmap. This is the plan that lays out
our education goals and how we intend to reach them.”

Parents will notice the first changes this month as the state begins issuing letter grades (A-F) that will
accompany the traditional school rating system (excelling, performing, etc.). By the 2013/14 school year, 3"
graders will be expected to read at or near grade level before advancing to the 4™ grade.

By 2014/15, all Arizona students between the 3" and 11" grades will take a diagnostic test to
determine if they're on track for college and a career. Armed with these results, parents and teachers will be
able to more effectively address a student’s education gaps before they fall behind.

“To remain a leader in America, Arizona must be laser-focused on improving the quality of our
children’s education,” said Superintendent of Public Instruction John Huppenthal. “We must hold our students
and schools to higher academic standards, while at the same time providing the tools and resources necessary



for teachers and administrators to be successful in the classroom. The goals of Arizona Ready raise the
academic bar in order to get our students college-and career-ready by the time they graduate.”

Arizona Ready doesn't just expect more of students. It sets an ambitious mission for the state with the
following goals for 2020:

o 94 percent of 3rd graders meeting state standards for reading (up from the current 69 percent);
85 percent of 8" graders scoring at or above “basic” on the National Assessment of Educational
Progress (NAEP) test (up from the current 67 percent);

e 93 percent high school graduation rate (up from 75 percent);

¢ Twice as many four-year college degrees being issued by state universities.

Arizona Ready was unveiled today at one of the state’s premier educational establishments: the
Arizona Science Center. The facility is partnering with the state over the next month to provide a free child
general admission ticket to each paying adult. Additionally, the Arizona Science Center will provide teachers a
free Educator Membership. Visit ArizonaReady.com to claim your free coupon.

“Arizona Science Center is incredibly proud to work with Governor Brewer on an effort to provide
informal science education and teacher training to children, families and teachers throughout the State,” said
Chevy Humphrey, President and CEO of the Arizona Science Center.

For more information on Arizona’s Education Reform Plan, please visit ArizonaReady.com.
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