
 

Arizona Early Childhood Development & Health Board 
Gila River Indian Community Regional Partnership Council 

 
Meeting Minutes – May 15, 2014 

Call to Order 
Chair Madrid called to order the Regular Meeting of the First Things First, Gila River Indian Community Regional Partnership 
Council held Thursday, May 15, 2014, at 4:30 p.m.  The meeting was held at Early Education Childcare Center, 280 South Ocotillo 
Road, Sacaton, Arizona 85147.    
 
Members PRESENT    Members ABSENT 
Melissa Madrid, Chair    Priscilla Foote 
Dale Enos, Vice Chair    Brooklyn Dee 
Emily Warburton     Mary Tatum 
Priscilla Antone      
Honorable Kami Hart 
Sandra Nasewytewa 
Kim Franklin 
 
Chair Melissa Madrid welcomed council members and members of the public.  She also called for an invocation from Member 
Priscilla Antone.  Member Antone provided an invocation.   
 
Consent Agenda  
Chair Madrid called for a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes of April 17, 2014.  Member Honorable Judge Hart moved to 
approve the meeting minutes as presented.  Member Antone seconded.  Motion carried 7-0.  
 
Call to the Public 
Non e 
 
Read On Arizona Presentation 
Chair Madrid welcomed Arizona Literacy Director Terri Clark with Read On Arizona.   Ms. Clark presented and informed the council 
about the statewide Read On Arizona program.  The focus of the work is to empower and engage communities in supporting literacy 
development in young children.  Partnerships are made within communities- and each community looks different, reflecting the 
actual community, local priorities and resources, and local culture.   Ms. Clark offered support and technical assistance, if the 
regional council or community should have interest, for any community to become a “Read On” community.  Director Brown will 
follow up with the council.  She will also be reaching out school principals, school board coalition, and Early Childhood Education, 
and other community programs bring Read On information forward.  Member Franklin also expressed an interest in engaging 
parents and the community of her school, VHM.  
 
Considerations and Recommendations for Grantee Contract Renewals for SFY15  
Regional Director Brown provided a brief overview of grantee program performance for SFY14.  She further indicated grantees that 
are up for contract renewals for SFY15.  The council approved the SFY15 renewal recommendations as presented by Director Brown.   
Chair Madrid called for single motions for each agreement and asked that council members declare conflict of interest as needed.  
 
Motions: 
Strategy:  Family, Friend, & Neighbors 
Member Franklin moved to approve the SFY15 contract renewal recommendation for Association for Supportive Child Care, 
contract #FTF-MULTI-13-0407-01-Y2, in the amount of $50,000.  Member Honorable Judge Hart seconded.  Motion carried 7-0.  

 
 



Strategy:  Home Visitation 
Member Nasewytewa moved to approve the SFY15 contract renewal recommendation for Gila River Health Care Corporation – 
BabySmarts, contract #GRA-RC027-14-0634-01, in the amount of $150,000.  Member Antone seconded.  Motion carried 7-0.  

 
Strategy:  Native Language Preservation 
Member Antone declared a conflict of interest, therefore, abstained from discussion and voting.    
Vice Chair Enos moved to approve the SFY15 contract renewal recommendation for Gila Crossing Community School – Native 
Language Preservation, contract #GRA-RC027-13-0548-01-Y2, in the amount of $62,539.  Member Honorable Hart seconded.  
Motion carried 6-0.  

 
Strategy:  Parent Education Community Based Training  
Member Warburton moved to approve the SFY15 contract renewal recommendation for Gila River Health Care Corporation –Baby 
Smarts Teen Parent Education Program, contract #GRA-RC027-13-0546-01-Y2, in the amount of $104,150.  Member Honorable Hart 
seconded.  Motion carried 7-0.  
 
Chairs/Council Member Updates and General Discussion 
Statewide Chair and Vice Chair Meeting (May 1

st
, Phoenix) – Vice Chair Enos reported that FTF CEO Sam Leyvas, with FTF board 

members, presented the Fiscal Policy recommendations to the group of 40 Chairs and Vice Chairs from across the state.  The new 
direction will be implemented in SFY16. Overall the policy helps to manage FTF funding and provide stability and longer term 
funding.   The recommendations will be presented to the FTF Board. 
  
GRIC Children in Crisis Coalition – Member Honorable Judge Hart reported the coalition presented a status report to the Education 
Standing Committee and will provide the same report to the Health and Social Standing Committee.  The coalition was invited to 
tour the Cradle to Crayons site at Maricopa County Juvenile Center.  The representatives were impressed with site and the services 
provided. Judge Hart also reported that Judge Pedro has implemented the Judge’s 0-5 checklist.  Best for Babies training will be 
provided by Mary Warren, of Prevent Child Abuse Arizona, for foster parents on May 17.   Member Franklin suggested that Elders be 
invited since many grandparents are raising and/or have custody of their grandchildren.  Director Brown stated she will post future 
information in the Gila River Indian News.  Overall, Member Judge Hart and Director Brown report the coalition is very well attended 
by community agencies.  The next coalition meeting is scheduled for May 28.    
 
Vice Chair Enos excused himself from the meeting at approximate 6:08 p.m. and recommended a future Council meeting be held on 
the west side of the community, District 6, possibly at Gila Crossing Community School.  Director Brown will coordinate a future 
meeting at Gila Crossing Community School.  

 
Regional Director’s Report 
GRIC Home Visitation Programs/MICHVE Home Visitation Coalition – Director Brown provided an update on the coalition’s work.  
The coalition is identifying coordination and collaboration opportunities.  The coalition just launched a diaper drive to help the 
community.  The coalition is also working on finalizing a community directory of services.  
 
2014 Regional Council Meeting Schedule  
Chair Madrid informed the Council the next meeting is slated for June 19, 2014.  The following meetings are as scheduled:   
July 17, August 21, September 18, October 16, November 20, and December 18, 2014.  
 
Adjournment 
Chair Madrid adjourned the meeting at approximate 6:55 p.m.  
 
Dated this 12

th
 of September, 2014 

ARIZONA EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT & HEALTH BOARD 
Gila River Indian Community Regional Partnership Council 
 
____________________________________ 
Rosemary Galindo, Administrative Assistant 
 
_____________________________________ 
Cathy Thornton Brown, Regional Director 
 
_____________________________________ 
Melissa Madrid, Chair 



 

Arizona Early Childhood Development & Health Board 
Gila River Indian Community Regional Partnership Council 

 
Meeting Minutes – June 19, 2014 

Call to Order 
Vice Chair Enos called to order the Regular Meeting of the First Things First, Gila River Indian Community Regional Partnership 
Council held Thursday, June 19, 2014, at 4:30 p.m.  The meeting was held at Early Education Childcare Center, 280 South Ocotillo 
Road, Sacaton, Arizona 85147.    
 
Members PRESENT    Members ABSENT 
Dale Enos, Vice Chair    Emily Warburton  
Priscilla Foote     Melissa Madrid, Chair 
Mary Tatum      
Priscilla Antone      
Brooklyn Dee 
Honorable Kami Hart 
Sandra Nasewytewa 
Kim Franklin (Teleconference) 
 
Vice Chair Enos welcomed council members and members of the public.     
 
Call to the Public 
Non e 
 
Community Outreach 
GRIC Community Outreach Plan – Director Brown provided a brief overview of FTF’s statewide strategic communication plan goals.  
FTF is building awareness of the importance of early childhood and the available programs and services.  Director Brown updated 
the council on the community awareness and outreach tactics underway.   
 
Early Childhood Speaker’s Training- Raising Awareness-   Phoenix Community Outreach Coordinator Rachel Egboro provided 
information on speaking about the importance of early childhood.   Council Members provided Ms. Egboro positive feedback and 
recommended that GRIC grantees and partners be invited to attend training.  Ms. Egboro also informed the Council the training will 
also be offered at the FTF Summit in August.  
 
SFY2014 Funding Plan/Program Implementation Review/Update 
Director Brown provided a brief overview of grantee program performance as of 3

rd
 Quarter for SFY14.   

 
Review and Discussion of SFY2016-2018 Strategic Plan Development 
Director Brown provided an overview of the strategic planning process for SFY2016-2018.    In order to complete this process the 

regional council must have a strong vision of what they would like the early childhood system to look like in the future.  The chosen 
strategies link priorities to the selected school readiness indicators.   The Regional Council’s primary priority areas 
continue to be Family Support and quality of/access to Early Care and Education. Tribal sovereignty adds to the vision of 
the Regional Council and engagement with Tribal Leadership continues to be of great strength to supporting the early 
childhood framework in the Community. 
Violeta Dominguez, with University of Arizona, presented and reviewed the Needs and Assets information with the 
council members.  
 
 



Chairs and Council Member Updates and General Discussion 
Children in Crisis Coalition Update - Member Honorable Judge Hart provided a brief overview of the coalition’s progress 
and tasks.  She also shared trainings that have been held and slated to be held in near future.  
 
Regional Director’s Report 
GRIC Home Visitation Programs/MICHVE Home Visitation Coalition – Director Brown provided an update on the coalition’s efforts.  
The coalition is identifying coordination and collaboration opportunities.  The coalition just launched a diaper drive to help the 
community.  The coalition is also working on a community directory of services. 
 
New Council Member Orientation – Director Brown announced that a new member for the Educator seat has been appointed to the 
council and has been invited to attend an orientation on July 10

th
.   

 
School Readiness Indicators /Benchmarking Resolution – Director Brown provided a status update on the draft resolution.  FTF Tribal 
Liaison is working with Tribal Legal Department of finalize.  Once finalized, it will be presented to Education and the Health and 
Social Standing Committees, then to Tribal Council.  Director Brown will continue to update the Council. 
 
FTF Summit – Director Brown encouraged council members to attend to the annual FTF conference “Summit” and the Tribal 
Gathering.  The Summit will be in Phoenix in August.   

 
2014 Regional Council Meeting Schedule  
Vice Chair Enos informed the Council that the August 18 meeting will be cancelled due to FTF Summit attendance the same week.  
The next meeting will be held September 18.  Future meetings are scheduled as follows:   October 16, November 20, and December 
18, 2014.  
 
Adjournment 
Vice Chair Enos adjourned the meeting at approximate 6:48 p.m.  
 
Dated this 12

th
 of September, 2014 

ARIZONA EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT & HEALTH BOARD 
Gila River Indian Community Regional Partnership Council 
 
____________________________________ 
Rosemary Galindo, Administrative Assistant 
 
_____________________________________ 
Cathy Thornton Brown, Regional Director 
 
_____________________________________ 
Dale Enos, Vice Chair 



Gila River Indian Community Regional Partnership Council SFY2014- CLOSE OUT

9/18/14 Regional Council Meeting 

Grantee Name
Total

Allotment
Awarded

Expended YTD  

SFY14 Closeout  

9/12/14

Units

of Service

Contracted 

Proposed 

Units

Q1

July-

Sept

Q2

Oct-

Dec 

Q3

Jan-

Mar

Q4

Apr-

Jun

 Total 

YTD
Notes

# New Families 49 0 13 11

# Families Served 40 49 49 62 73 73
# families enrolled end of 

each quarter
40 40 43 40

# of Participating 

Professionals
250 72 108 108 85 373

# of Home and/or Center 

Based Providers Served
2* 3 2 2 1 8

# of participating adults 252 273 462 182 1169**

# of books distributed 40*** 115 59 70 75 319

Gila River Health Care Corporation $100,650 $100,000 $100,000 # of Participating Adults 400 141 69 126 53 389

$313,189 $312,539 $304,234

$10,000 $10,000 $9,962
# of Professionals Receiving 

Conference Scholarships
0 0 5 36 41

Conference scholarships strategy is a Regionally directed strategy and therefore numbers are 

generated by the Regional Director and not from the FTF PGMS system.  5 attendees for 

women's mental health conference, 29 attendees for the ITCA Sharing is caring Conference, and 

7 attendees to the Prevent Child Abuse Conference.

Scholarships TEACH Strategy

Association for Supportive Child Care $12,800 $12,800 $0
# of Professionals Receiving 

Scholarships
4 4 5 5 4 5

TEACH Scholarship costs has been paid from FTF Statewide funding.  Use of local funding was 

not required to accomidate the students.   

$22,800 $22,800 $9,962

FAMILY SUPPORT  - Goal Area Subtotal: 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT - Goal Area Subtotal:

Program Name and Description

Baby Smarts Program    Teen Parent Education using the 

Parents As Teachers, Teen Parent Education model.  Teen 

Parent group meetings are held weekly at Ira Hays High School 

and VHM High School.  Developmental screenings for children 

using ASQ and ASQ-SE. Support groups and case management.

Home Visitation Strategy

Gila Crossing Community School

Native Language Preservation Strategy

Parent Education Community-Based Training Strategy

Conference Scholarships Strategy

* Number of sites is duplacated count for year end total.                                          **Number of 

Participating Adults is high because Gila Crossing Community School invites all parents who 

have a child attending GCCS to attend Native Language Workshops, thus the large number 

reflect all parents attending weekly workshops (not only pre-k parents).  The number is a 

duplicated count for total year end.                                                                                                     

***Number of books distributed is  much higher than initially contracted. This is because the 

technology has allowed grantee to easily allow electronic access to children and families both at 

school and in the family home.  Additionally, books can be physically created through a 

specialized printer at GCCS.  

Native Language Early Literacy

Revitalization of the Akimel Ootham and Pee Posh languages at 

two Community Schools, Gila Crossing and Casa Blanca.

Increase the children's classroom instruction of and exposure to 

Akimel Ootham and Pee Posh language and culture; specifically 

to learn additional conversational and directive words and 

dances as appropriate to ages 3-5 year old children.  

Additionally, the Grantee is working with the First Onehundred 

Institute to increase number of native language books in 

classrooms and homes through digital storytelling.  This work 

includes elders recording stories in Akimel Ootham and Pee 

Posh, and children and families accessing digital stories through 

classroom and home computers.

$62,539 $62,539 $54,592

Number of familes served includes "turn over" - families exit and new.    Number of families end 

of each quarter reflects a consistent and appropriate "case load".  This program also includes 

Developmental Screenings.  In SFY 14, Screenings were conducted for 86 children. 

Baby Smarts Program Home visitation using the Parents As 

Teachers Education model.  Developmental screenings for 

children using ASQ and ASQ-SE. Gila River Health Care Corporation $150,000 $150,000 $149,642 

Increase knowledge and awareness around early childhood  by 

providing  trainings and conference opportunities to parents 

and professionals within the Gila River Indian Community.

Provide Teachers and Teacher Assistants scholarships to pursue 

CDA's and/or early childhood AA/BA.
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Gila River Indian Community Regional Partnership Council SFY2014- CLOSE OUT

9/18/14 Regional Council Meeting 

Grantee Name
Total

Allotment
Awarded

Expended YTD  

SFY14 Closeout  

9/12/14

Units

of Service

Contracted 

Proposed 

Units

Q1

July-

Sept

Q2

Oct-

Dec 

Q3

Jan-

Mar

Q4

Apr-

Jun

 Total 

YTD
NotesProgram Name and Description

Home Visitation Strategy

Association for Supportive Child Care $50,000 $50,000 $50,000
# of Home Based Providers 

Served
30 11 16 23 34 34

Valley of the Sun United Way $351,441 $351,441 $267,091
# of Children Supported by a 

Scholarship
65 26 45 44 40 44

3 locations were originally identified to receive scholarships. Early Education Center (D-3) 

Blackwater (D-1) and Gila Crossing (D-6) for a total of 65 children. Unfortunately, Gila Crossing 

didn't participate in the QF program this year due to program adjustments.  Early Education 

Center, Blackwater and Sacaton are now enrolled.  

$442,020 $441,655 $355,296

Community Awareness (FTF Directed) $700 $700 $225

$700 $700 $225

Statewide Evaluation (FTF Directed) $32,805 $32,805 $8,155
includes Regional Needs and Assets $377

$32,805 $32,805 $8,155

YEAR END TOTALS: $811,514 $810,499 $677,872

QUALITY FIRST - Goal Area Subtotal:

COMMUNITY AWARENESS - Goal Area Subtotal:

STATEWIDE EVALUATION - Goal Area Subtotal:

Community Awareness

Statewide Evaluation

$40,214 $38,205

Quality First Strategy- Package

Increase access to early care and education programs  by 

providing funding to programs through available "scholarship" 

slots. 

Expand support for families, friends and neighbors caring for 

young children.

5 GRIN Articles 

2 3 3 3

2 Quality First slots paid for by the Gila River Regional Partnership Council.  Additional 2 Quality 

First Slots paid for by the South Phoenix Regional Council.  Increase access to early care and 

education, programs in the region, by expanding funding to programs with available slots.

Quality First Scholarships Strategy

Family, Friends & Neighbors Strategy

$40,579
Coaching & Incentives/Child Care Health Consultation/Academy/Inclusion Warmline/Mental Health 

Consultation Warmline/Triage Warmline/CCHC Warmline

# of Center Based Providers 

Served
4 2
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