
       
 
 

Arizona Early Childhood Development & Health 
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community 

Regional Partnership Council 
 
Meeting Minutes October 15, 2013 Regional Council Meeting 
 
Call to Order 
The Regular Meeting of the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community was held on October 15, 2013.  The 
meeting was held at the Two Waters Building A, Wi:Hom conference Room, 10061 East Osborn Road, Scottsdale, 
Arizona 85256. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Loring at approximately 11:50 a.m. 
 
Members Present 
Chair Virginia Loring, Toni Harvier, Joyce Helmuth, Michelle Jameson, Bella Miller, and Lance Silverhorn. 
 
Caroline Sekaquaptewa joined the meeting at 11:52 a.m. 
 
Members Absent 
Vice Chair Chris McIntier, Ron Ransom, and Deana Washington. 
 
Invocation 
Invocation was conducted by Member Silverhorn. 
 
New Council Member Bella Miller was introduced.  Council Member Miller told us about herself, her background 
and all the Council Members introduced themselves to her. 
 
Consent Agenda 
Council Member Helmuth moved to approve the meeting minutes of September 17, 2013.  Council Member 
Silverhorn seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously 7-0. 
 
Second Reading of the Governance Policy Review – Discussion and Possible Action 
Member Silverhorn made a motion to approve the Governance Policy with the four identified changes to sections: 
1-103, 1-105.2, 1-107, and 1-109.  The motion was seconded by Member Jameson and it was approved 
unanimously 7-0. 
 
2014 Funding Plan Discussion and Possible Action 
Director Vinarskai recommended bringing $160,000 to carry forward from the Home Visitation Strategy due to the 
strategy not being implemented by Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community Regional Partnership Council.   
Member Jameson made a motion to accept this recommendation to bring $160,000 to carry forward and Member 
Helmuth seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously 7-0. 
 
2015 Funding Plan Discussion and Possible Action 
Director Vinarskai provided an overview of each strategy and shared expenditure history. 
 
Discussion took place about the low expenditure of the TEACH strategy and a decision was reached to reduce it by 
50 percent. 
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In addition, discussion took place about the Food Security Strategy and the need for diapers and formula.  Director 
Vinarskai was asked to find out if there is any other First Things First strategy that could provide diapers and 
formula to meet needs. 
 
There was also some discussion about expanding the Summer Transition Strategy which will be further discussed in 
the upcoming Subcommittee meeting. 
 
There were nine 2015 strategies discussed and voted on. 

• Community Awareness Strategy –  
Council Member Harvier moved to approve $4,000, Council Member Helmuth seconded the motion, and 
it passed 7-0. 

• Food Security Strategy –  
Council Member Helmuth moved to approve $10,000, Council Member Jameson seconded the motion, 
and it passed 7-0. 

• Mental Health Consultation Strategy – 
Council Member Jameson moved to approve $30,750, Council Member Silverhorn seconded the motion, 
and it passed 7-0.  

• Native Language Enrichment Strategy –  
Council Member Sekaquaptewa moved to approve $5,000, Council Member Harvier seconded the 
motion, and it passed 7-0. 

• Parent Education Community-Based Training Strategy – 
Council Member Silverhorn moved to approve $98,315, Council Member Harvier seconded the motion, 
and it passed 7-0. 

• Parent Outreach and Awareness Strategy – 
Council Member Miller moved to approve $3,000, Council Member Harvier seconded the motion, and it 
passed 7-0. 

• Reach Out and Read Strategy –  
Council Member Harvier moved to approve $1,500, Council Member Silverhorn seconded the motion, and 
it passed 7-0. 

• TEACH Scholarship Strategy – 
Council Member Helmuth moved to approve $8,250, Council Member Jameson seconded the motion, and 
it passed 7-0. 

• Summer Transition to Kindergarten Strategy – 
Council Member Jameson moved to approve $18,000, Council Member Silverhorn seconded the motion, 
and it passed 7-0. 

 
Regional Director’s Updates 

• First Things First had a table at Safety Day, on October 7, 2013.  There was great attendance.  The 
attendees were interested and got informed about First Things First.  More giveaways are needed at the 
next community event. 

• The Chair and Vice Chair meeting went well. 
• The Parent Education Community-Based Training Strategy reporting will change from duplicated to 

unduplicated. 
• Director Vinarskai shared that First Things First will be contacting the Tribe about entering into a five year 

data sharing agreement.  The Tribe will decide whether they want to share data or not. 
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Regional Partnership Council Member Updates 

• Member Helmuth met with Hazel Thomas.  Ms. Thomas will help with surveys at the University of Arizona 
vendor booth during the upcoming Tribal fairs and events.  As of today, a contact number for Bonnie 
Tucker cannot be found. 

• Council Members Harvier and Helmuth mentioned other fairs and events.  They were the Halloween 
Carnival to be held on October 25, 2013 and the Diabetes/Wellness Fair to be held on November 5, 2013. 

 
Chair Loring announced there will not be a November 2013 Council Meeting unless the Council is contacted by 
Director Vinarskai.  There will be no December 2013 meeting. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned by Chair Loring at 12:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by:            
  
 
______________________________________   
Patty Morris, Administrative Assistant II   
 
 
 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Virginia Loring, Chair 
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