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Child Care Demand & Capacity Study:

Region-Initiated Study — 9
Participating Councils

Developed to Examine Parent
Demand as well as Capacity to
Meet Demand

Demand and Capacity are Now
Separate Studies




System Outcomes Examined:

» All children have access to high quality,
culturally responsive early care and
education that promotes their optimal
development.

» The early childhood system is high
quality, child and family centered,
coordinated, integrated, and
comprehensive.

FIRST THINGS FIRST




Child Care Capacity Study:

Pu rpose Build on the findings of what
parents/families want in child care
Examine early care provider
capacity to meet family needs
Investigate capacity in regulated
and non-regulated care
Understand assets and challenges
in capacity and meeting family
needs

Timeline Study implementation: August
2013 - December 2014

Budget $1.25M




Findings from Child Care Demand Study




Major Questions:

What Types of Child Care do
Arizona’s Parents Use?

How do they Make Child Care
Choices?

What do They Think of their Child
Care Choices?
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Major Findings:

Parents Use a Patchwork of Care
Parents are More Similar Than
Different in Their Child Care Needs
Quality Care and Education is Critical
to Parents

Cost is a Barrier

Parents Need More Information
Parents are Both Satisfied and
Unsatisfied with their Choices
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Child Care Use:

All 3 categories

Statewide (N=1350)

Self-Spouse + Child Care Center/ Self-Spouse + Family/

Family Care Home Friend/Neighbor/
Sitter




Trends in Usage:

e Parents of Infants Tend to Rely on
Family, Friends, and Neighbors to
Supplement Their Own Care

Parents of Older Children (3-5 years)
Increasingly Use Center and Formal
Home-Based Care

Parents with Higher Education and
Income are More Likely to Use All
Types of Care
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Trends in Usage:

* Parents Struggle to Pay for and
Maintain the Patchwork of Care for
Their Children

Single Parents Tend to Use all Types of

Care

Households with 3 or more Adults Tend
to Rely on Family, Friends, and
Neighbors

Decisions on Care are Based on
Preferences AND Availability and
Affordability
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Recommendations:

Greater Access to Affordable, High-
Quality Care

More Care that Accommodates
Multi-Age Siblings

Flexible Schedules

Support During Transition Periods
Reliability and Continuity for Children
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Recommendations:

 More Information for Parents on How
to Prepare Their Child for
Kindergarten

e (Clear, Accessible Information on Child
Care Options

* Professional Development for
Teachers
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Dissemination of Findings:

“High-Quality Child Care and Early
Education: What Arizona’s Parents
Want”

Regional Snapshots for Participating

Councils
Brief Report for wider dissemination
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Thank you!




