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          For Parents
          For Parents.To help you do the best you can, here’s some information, tools and resources for supporting your child’s healthy development and learning.

	Parent Resources
	Recursos En Español
	Quality Child Care in AZ
	Parenting Topics

	Find Programs


Find free early childhood programs across Arizona
[image: use our search tool to find programs funded by First Things First]
Read More



        
	
          About FTF
          About FTF. Created by Arizona voters, First Things First partners with families and communities to help our state’s young children be ready for success in kindergarten and beyond.

	What We Do
	Our Mission
	How We Work
	Investments
	Publications



	Governance
	Board
	Regions
	Tribal Affairs




	Why Early Childhood Matters
	Latest News
	Region Stories
	Careers & Staff
	Media
	Contact Us


First Things First 2023 Annual Report highlights outcomes of work and collaboration in Arizona
Read More



        
	
          Grants
          Grants. First Things First invests in strategies and programs that support the development, health and learning of children birth to age 5 (before kindergarten).

	Grant Opportunities
	Potential Applicants

	Strategy Toolkit
	Grantee Resources


Building strong families one visit at a time
[image: mom, daughter and parent educator sitting on floor playing with plastic balls.]
Read More



        
	
          Get Involved
          Get Involved. First Things First partners with families and communities to give all Arizona children the opportunity to arrive at kindergarten healthy and ready to succeed. 

	Serve Your AZ Community
	Giving

	Take Action


First Things First 2023 Annual Report highlights outcomes of work and collaboration in Arizona
[image: ]
Read More
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        Explore another region
        Cochise
Coconino
Cocopah Tribe
Colorado River Indian Tribes
East Maricopa
Gila
Gila River Indian Community
Graham/Greenlee
Hualapai Tribe
La Paz/Mohave
Navajo Nation
Navajo/Apache
Northwest Maricopa
Pascua Yaqui Tribe
Phoenix North
Phoenix South
Pima North
Pima South
Pinal
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community
San Carlos Apache
Santa Cruz
Southeast Maricopa
Southwest Maricopa
Tohono O'odham Nation
White Mountain Apache Tribe
Yavapai
Yuma
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25,171
Population of young children (under age 6)
26%
Percentage of young children living in poverty



(Click for a detailed map.)

The Pima South Region is defined as the southern portion of Pima County, not including the lands belonging to the Pascua Yaqui Tribe and the Tohono O’odham Nation, plus a small part of Santa Cruz County around the Amado community.




Priorities


The Pima South Regional Partnership Council makes strategic investments to support the healthy development and learning of the young children in the region. The regional council’s priorities include:

	Strengthening and supporting families through voluntary home visiting and family resource centers
	Scholarships for young children to access high-quality child care
	Improving quality and access to child care and preschool programs







Regional Publications

	2023 Regional Fact Sheet
	Regular Meeting Dates
	Programs for Families
	Programas para Familias 
	SFY25 Funding Plan










First Things First Staff

Jessica Harrington

Sr. Director, Southeast Regional Area

 jharrington@nullfirstthingsfirst.org 520.628.6675





Jaymie Jacobs 

Regional Director, Pima South

 jjacobs@nullfirstthingsfirst.org 520.628.6689





Matthew Vrvilo

Program Coordination Specialist, Pima South

 mvrvilo@nullfirstthingsfirst.org





Chinna Garza

Community Engagement Coordinator

 cgarza@nullfirstthingsfirst.org 520.628.6694  





Ryannah Thomas

Administrative Specialist II, Pascua Yaqui Tribe and Pima South

 rthomas@nullfirstthingsfirst.org 520.628.6662




Regional Office



3610 N Prince Village Pl

Ste 100

Tucson, AZ 85719

520.628.6650
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            Grant Opportunities

            



            Upcoming Council Meetings

            



            Partnership Council
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Family resource centers provide family supports that are key to child safety and well-being


	3/20/2024


Family resource centers normalize the concept that families need support and are the perfect climate to help prevent child abuse and neglect.










[image: FTF CEO Melinda Morrison Gulick stands at a podium speaking at the United Way breakfast event.]


Tucson business and education community show up in a big way for early childhood at awards breakfast


	2/22/2024
	early childhood


The breakfast, Early Education is Everyone’s Business, brought together more than 600 business leaders and educators to champion the cause.










[image: Steve Lynn, Awarded the 2024 Business Champion for Early Education Award at the United Way of Tucson and Southern Arizona Women United Business Breakfast in Tucson]


FTF State Board Vice Chair honored as business champion for early education


	2/16/2024
	board


The award recognizes someone who has significantly contributed to the quality and access of early education in Tucson and southern Arizona. 








      


    

  


  
  




  

    Stay Up To Date.

Join our email list to keep up with the latest news and information from FTF



    



    





	



    Send me:

    
         News about First Things First
    

    
         Parenting tips and resources
    

    
         Notifications of requests for grant applications (RFGAs)
    

    
         Information about early childhood public policy
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