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Why Early 
Childhood Matters
Research shows that 80% of a child’s brain is 

formed by age 3; more than 90% by age 5.

Because of this rapid development, what happens 

to children in the early years lays the foundation 

for a lifetime. Research has demonstrated that kids with 

quality early childhood experiences do better in school. They 

are more likely to advance into college and successful careers. 

They also tend to be healthier and demand less from the  

public welfare system.

On November 7, 2006, Arizonans made a historic decision on 

behalf of our state’s smallest citizens. By majority vote, they 

made a commitment to all Arizona children 5 and younger: 

that kids would have the tools they need to arrive at school 

healthy and ready to succeed.

The voters backed that promise with an 80‐cent per pack  

increase on tobacco products, so some reliable funding for 

early childhood services for our youngest children would  

be available.

The initiative also created the statewide First Things First 

Board and the 31 regional partnership councils that share 

the responsibility of ensuring that these early childhood  

funds are spent on strategies that will result in improved  

education and health outcomes for kids 5 and younger.

Not all children have the same needs; and voters designed 

First Things First to meet the diverse needs of Arizona  

communities. Decisions about which early education  

and health strategies will be funded are made by the  

31 regional partnership councils made up of community  

volunteers. Each regional council member represents a  

specific segment of the community that has a stake in  

ensuring that our children grow up to be healthy productive 

adults, including: parents, tribal representatives, educators, 

health professionals, business leaders, philanthropists  

and leaders of faith communities. The regional councils  

study the challenges faced by children in their communities 

and the resources that exist to help kids in their area.  

Because of all these factors, the regional councils know  

best what their kids need.

The Northwest Maricopa region includes the communities 

of Glendale, Peoria, Sun City, Sun City West, Surprise,  

El Mirage, Aguila, Morristown, Waddell, Wickenburg,  

Wittmann and Youngtown.

Dr. Deborah Pischke, 
Chair

Ashley Flowers 
Vice Chair

Patrick Contrades 

Judith Brengi

Stacey Cassidy 
Gina Herrera
Annette Johnson 
Margaret Morales 
Jannelle Radoccia 
Lynda Vescio

Regional Council Members
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A SNAPSHOT OF CHILDREN IN OUR REGION

   Economics

   Demographics Education

46,454
Number of Kids Under 6 in Region

9%
Percentage of Households with Kids Under 6

22%
Percentage of Young Kids in Poverty

Living Arrangements of Kids Under 6

Ethnic Breakdown of Kids Under 6

67%
Percentage of 3‐ to 4‐Year‐Olds Statewide 

Who Don’t Go to Preschool

22%
Percentage of Maricopa County 3rd Grade Students  

Not Passing AIMS in Reading

$36,280-63,535
Median Family Income (depending on community)

Employment Status of Parents with Young Kids 

in Maricopa County

10%
Percentage of Births to Teen Parents

31-58%
Percentage of 1‐ to 3‐Year‐Olds Without Recommended 

Vaccinations (depending on age) 

66%

1%

24%

2%
3%

■ Living with Married Couple

■ Living with Single Parent

■ Living with Grandparent

■ Other

■ White

■ Hispanic

■ Black

■ Asian or Pacific Islander

■ Other

■ American Indian

Early Learning Quality
and Access  42%

Family Support  29%

Health  19%

Professional Development 5%

Evalua�on  3%

Community Awareness 2%

66%

13%

42%

6%

■ Employed

■ Unemployed

■ Not in the Labor Force

52%

4%

20%

1%

66%

1%

24%
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Early Learning Quality
and Access  42%

Family Support  29%

Health  19%

Professional Development 5%

Evalua�on  3%

Community Awareness 2%

66%

13%

42%

6%

■ Employed

■ Unemployed
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52%

4%

20%

1%

   Health
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OUR REGION’S PRIORITIES
Research regarding children 5 and younger in the  
Northwest Maricopa region revealed the need for the 
following programs to promote optimal development  
and school readiness. 

Quality of and Access to Early Learning: Research shows 
that children exposed to high quality early learning are more 
prepared for kindergarten, do better in school and are more 
likely to graduate and go on to college. The region supports 
child care centers and homes in their efforts to improve 
the quality of early learning programs through coaching, 
resources to purchase books and learning materials and  
college scholarships to help teachers expand their skills 
working with infants, toddlers and preschoolers.

Family Support: Strong families are the cornerstone of strong communities. The region offers a continuum of voluntary 
programs that help build parents’ confidence in their role as their child’s first teachers. From community-based parent 
education at family resource centers to home visitation, parents get the support they want in ways that work best for them 
and their families.

Health: When children are sick, they may struggle to learn. The region partners with parents and caregivers to ensure they 
have the information they need to make healthy choices for their families. The regional council funds community-based health 
education programs to address issues related to nutrition and physical activity, unintentional injury prevention, oral health and 
the promotion of routine well child exams.

Community Outreach and Awareness: Awareness of the importance of early childhood is crucial so that all stakeholders can 
do their part to support school readiness. The Community Outreach and Awareness strategy provides grassroots support and 
engagement to increase parent and community awareness of the importance of early childhood development and health.

Financial Report
EXPENDITURES BY GOAL AREA – FY2013

Early Learning Quality and Access $5,618,534 

Family Support 1,945,937 

Health 1,660,319 

Professional Development 260,970

Community Awareness 181,474

Evaluation 103,707

Coordination 12,999

TOTAL $9,783,940

66%

1%

24%

2%
3%

■ Living with Married Couple

■ Living with Single Parent

■ Living with Grandparent

■ Other

■ White

■ Hispanic

■ Black

■ Asian or Pacific Islander

■ Other

■ American Indian

Early Learning Quality
and Access  60%

Family Support  25%

Health  11%

Professional Development 3%

Community Awareness 1%

Evalua�on  <1%

Coordina�on  <1%

66%

13%

42%

6%

■ Employed

■ Unemployed

■ Not in the Labor Force

52%

4%

20%

1%



Northwest Maricopa Regional Partnership Council 2013 Annual Report 5

OUR REGION’S IMPACT
Improving Early Learning 
Promotes School Success
As the owner of three child care centers in Glendale, Mark 
Werber is a strong believer that the early years are the most 
important in a child’s life. So it’s no surprise that he was one of 
the first to enroll his centers in Quality First, First Things First’s 
child care quality improvement and rating system. 

“These are children’s most formative years; it’s not just 
babysitting,” Werber said. 

He explained that the children attending his centers have benefited greatly as a result of Quality First. 

With the help of a Quality First coach, Brown’s staff have improved their interactions with children – one of the key components 
of quality early learning programs. Several staff members have used college scholarships offered through the program to expand 
their skills working with infants, toddlers and preschoolers. In addition, the program provided funding to purchase smaller tables 
that allow children to work together in small groups. 

Improvements like these will help more of Werber’s young students prepare for success in kindergarten and beyond. 

Healthy Habits Start Early
The health of young children covers many different aspects, from safety to ensuring good nutrition and adequate physical  
activity. Because of this, the S.N.A.C.K. program of the Maricopa County Department of Public Health addresses multiple facets 
of health to help improve the lives of young children in the Northwest Maricopa region. 

S.N.A.C.K. stands for Safety, Nutrition, Activity and Care for Kids, and the program offers car seat education to parents and  
caregivers as well as providing nutrition and physical activity guidance to child care providers. The final component, Care for 
Kids, enlists a social worker to help locate resources for families in need. 

All staff members at Valley Child Care in Glendale were trained by S.N.A.C.K. in a healthy eating and physical activity curriculum, 
said Center Director Corrine Cakebread. She’s grateful for that training and other resources offered by the program. “We are 
always looking for ways to supplement and enhance learning experiences for our children.”

251
FAMILIES ENJOY STRONGER, MORE SUPPORTIVE  
PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIPS 

6570  
PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS AND CAREGIVERS ATTENDED  
VOLUNTARY CLASSES IN COMMUNITY-BASED SETTINGS ON  
TOPICS SUCH AS PARENTING SKILLS, CHILD DEVELOPMENT,  
LITERACY AND NUTRITION

8754 
ORAL HEALTH SCREENINGS ADMINISTERED TO CHILDREN

8351 
FLUORIDE VARNISHES APPLIED TO PROTECT AGAINST  
TOOTH DECAY 

1340
INFANTS, TODDLERS AND PRESCHOOLERS RECEIVED  
SCHOLARSHIPS TO ACCESS EARLY EDUCATION PROGRAMS

12084  
FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN PROVIDED RESOURCES AND 
REFERRAL INFORMATION TO IDENTIFY AVAILABLE SUPPORTS  
AND SERVICES 
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MOVING FORWARD
The Northwest Maricopa Regional Partnership Council is 

committed to helping to build a sustainable early childhood 

system that ensures all children start school healthy and 

ready to succeed. 

The regional council recognizes that great progress has been 

made, but also acknowledges that regional system‐building 

efforts are still in the infancy stage, and gaps remain. 

One vital missing component is a strategy that addresses 

developmental and sensory screenings. Research shows that 

delays in language development, other developmental areas 

or sensory deficits impact a child’s ability to be ready for 

school. Additionally, data reveals that less than 50 percent of these problems are identified before kids start school and the 

opportunities for early intervention have been missed.

The regional council is working with community partners, parents, school districts, grantees and the health community to  

establish and implement a comprehensive developmental and sensory screening strategy. Efforts to date have resulted in an 

assessment of current screening activities and opportunities in the region. Data collected will be analyzed and then used to 

guide the development of a developmental and sensory screening strategy that addresses the specific needs of the region. 

Grantees – FY2013
• Arizona Department of Education

• Arizona Department of Health Services

• Association for Supportive Child Care

• Central Arizona College

• Chicanos Por La Causa, Inc., dba Parenting Arizona

• Child and Family Resources Inc.

• Glendale Elementary School District #40

• Maricopa County Department of Public Health

• Pendergast Elementary School District

• Peoria Unified School District

• Pima County Health Department

• Southwest Human Development

• Southwest Institute for Families and Children

• St. Mary’s Food Bank Alliance

• Sun City Area Interfaith Services, Inc. dba Benevilla

• Teen Outreach Pregnancy Services

• University of Arizona Cooperative Extension

• Valley of the Sun United Way

Northwest Maricopa Regional 
Partnership Council 

14050 N. 83rd Ave., Suite 140 

Peoria, AZ 85381

Christina Lyons, Regional Director 

Phone: (602) 771-4961  |  Fax: (623) 486-0557 

clyons@azftf.gov

JOIN THE CONVERSATION
Twitter: @AZFTF

Facebook: /AZFirstThingsFirst

www.readyazkids.com


