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Parents' emotional closeness with their baby can
strongly influence that child's intellectual development

In terms of learning about language, children DO NOT
get an equal benefit from hearing someone talk on TV
versus hearing a person in the same room talking to

them

Children's capacity for learning is NOT set from birth
and CAN be greatly increased or decreased by how the

parents interact with them

A baby from birth to one month can begin to sense
whether or not his parent is depressed or angry, and

can be affected by his parent's mood

Parents can begin to significantly impact a child's brain
development from birth (prenatal)

Infants right from birth begin to really take in and
react to the world around them

A child's first year has a major impact on school
performance

First Things First
South Phoenix
Region
Arizona

Letter from the Chair 

  
	
  

 
  

5 

Secondary	
  Data	
  ............................................................................................................................	
  128	
  

Regional	
  Population	
  and	
  Poverty	
  Estimates	
  ....................................................................................	
  128	
  
Census	
  and	
  American	
  Community	
  Survey	
  Data	
  ...............................................................................	
  128	
  
Small	
  Area	
  Health	
  Insurance	
  Estimates	
  (SAHIE)	
  ..............................................................................	
  129	
  
Food	
  Insecurity	
  Estimates	
  ................................................................................................................	
  130	
  
First	
  Things	
  First	
  Family	
  and	
  Community	
  Survey	
  .............................................................................	
  131	
  
First	
  Things	
  First	
  Central	
  Phoenix	
  Regional	
  Breakdowns	
  .................................................................	
  131	
  
Secondary	
  Data	
  Analysis	
  ..................................................................................................................	
  132	
  
	
  



Letter from the Chair 

  
	
  

 
  

5 

Secondary	
  Data	
  ............................................................................................................................	
  128	
  

Regional	
  Population	
  and	
  Poverty	
  Estimates	
  ....................................................................................	
  128	
  
Census	
  and	
  American	
  Community	
  Survey	
  Data	
  ...............................................................................	
  128	
  
Small	
  Area	
  Health	
  Insurance	
  Estimates	
  (SAHIE)	
  ..............................................................................	
  129	
  
Food	
  Insecurity	
  Estimates	
  ................................................................................................................	
  130	
  
First	
  Things	
  First	
  Family	
  and	
  Community	
  Survey	
  .............................................................................	
  131	
  
First	
  Things	
  First	
  Central	
  Phoenix	
  Regional	
  Breakdowns	
  .................................................................	
  131	
  
Secondary	
  Data	
  Analysis	
  ..................................................................................................................	
  132	
  
	
  

 

52% 

72% 

51% 

72% 

53% 

83% 

49% 

84% 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

A 15-month-old baby is too young to be
expected to share his/her toys

A 3-year-old child is too young to be
expected to sit quietly for an hour or so

Letting a 2-year-old get down from the
dinner table before the rest of the family

has finished their meal is appropriate

Letting a 5-year-old choose what to wear
to school every day is appropriate

First Things First
South Phoenix
Region

Arizona
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A 6-month-old child is too young to spoil

Picking up a 3-month-old every time he/she cries is
appropriate

First Things First
South Phoenix
Region
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The Neighborhood and its Children

The Central City South Neighborhood is located in the Northeast 
corner of the First Things First South Phoenix Region. Isaac 

Elementary District is the primary district serving the neighborhood.  
The smallest neighborhood of the First Things First South Phoenix 

Region, Central City South has a total population of 52,520 and 6,210 of 
those are children ages birth through five. Most of 

those very young children are Hispanic or Latino 
(92%), 3% are African American and 3% are 

White.  Fifty-eight percent of households 
with children under the age of 6 are married 
couple families, while 28% are single female 

headed households. 

The Neighborhood Economy

The Central City South Neighborhood has the highest percentage of child poverty 
with more than half of children birth through 5 (54%) living in families in poverty. 

Yet, less than half (49%) of family survey respondents reported having gone 
without basic needs in the past year. The median family incomes in the Central 

City South Neighborhood are lower than in any of 
the other 3 neighborhoods of the First Things First 

South Phoenix Region. Married couple families 
in the Isaac Elementary School District area 

earn less than $36,000 per year and 
single female households earn an 

average of $15,140  
per year. 

Neighborhood Spotlight 
Central City South

SOUTH 
PHOENIX 
REGION

of children birth through 
5 were in families earning 
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Housing

As compared to the other neighborhoods in the 
region, parents surveyed in the Central City South 
Neighborhood are most concerned about having stable 
housing. Eleven percent reported they went without a 
home or place to stay over the previous 12 months. 

Kindergarten Readiness 

In the two districts serving the Central City South Neighborhood, 
there were 1,203 children enrolled in kindergarten. Research shows 

that children who have early 
learning skills at kindergarten 
do better on standardized 
tests in 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades.4 
According to the DIBELS, an 
assessment of children’s early literacy 
skills, 15% of kindergartners in the Issac 
School District were at grade level at the 
beginning of the school year in 2010/11.

Family Reading 

Over one-third (47%) of parents surveyed reported either not reading at all to their child in 
the last week, or just reading once or twice in the Central City South Neighborhood; the least 
frequently of any neighborhood in the First Things First South Phoenix Region. 

There is a lack of children’s books in the home. In the 
Central City South Neighborhood, 56% of parents said 
they had 10 children’s books or fewer in the house. 
Research shows that children in homes with 10 or 
fewer books do poorer on standardized tests even at 
4th grade compared to children who have access to 
more books.6 Parents are also reporting not taking 

their children to the library. Forty-one percent of 
parents surveyed in the neighborhood said they 

didn’t go to the library in the last month. 

2

Reported  
READING TO 
THEIR CHILD 
 more than 5 days 

in the last week5

17%

15%
Kindergartners AT GRADE 
LEVEL3
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Early Learning and Education

The problem for children who are not ready for kindergarten is that their school difficulties may 
continue to persist through 3rd grade and beyond. The AIMS standardized tests check how well 
children are reading at 3rd grade. About half (48-58%) of 3rd graders in the Central City South 

Neighborhood were at or above the reading 
standard on the test, leaving about half below the 
reading standard. 

Third grade reading scores are an excellent 
predictor of later school success, including high 
school graduation rates and career success.8 About 
69% of high school students graduated from Carl 
Hayden High School in the neighborhood in 2012, a 
downward trend from 81% in 2008. 

Health Care 

There were 1,050 children born to mothers in the 
Central City South Neighborhood in 2009. Seventy-
two percent of mothers received prenatal care in 
their first trimester of pregnancy, but 9% of babies 
were born at low birth weights, similar to Arizona at 
7% that same year. 

There are many medical providers for the population 
of Phoenix, at a ratio of 1 primary care provider for 
every 480 people in the Phoenix - South Central 
Primary Care Area, more than Maricopa County at 
one provider for every 739 residents. 

81%

69%

2008

2012

GRADUATING HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS 

from Carl Hayden  
High School7

primary care provider ratio,  
phoenix - south central 9
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First Things First is committed to helping Arizona 
kids five and younger receive the quality education, 
healthcare and family support they need to arrive at 

school healthy and ready to succeed.

Knowledge of First Things First 

Parents in the Central City South Neighborhood were most 
knowledgeable about what First Things First does in the 
community (57%), as compared to the other neighborhoods 
(46% to 48%). Central City South neighborhood parents 
reported attending  parenting classes and parent support 
groups at the greatest levels (34%), as compared to 15% 
to 24% in other neighborhoods in the First Things First 
South Phoenix Region. 

To better understand the diversity within the region, the South Phoenix Regional Council 
has divided the region into regional neighborhoods. They have defined four neighborhood 
areas in the region: Maryvale; a portion of Central City South; Laveen/Southwest 
Suburban; South Phoenix. These divisions are used to better identify and target the 
needs and assets of children in the region.

FIRST THINGS FIRST SOUTH PHOENIX REGION

ATTENDED SUPPORT 
GR

O
U

PS
5

34%
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Neighborhood Spotlight 
Laveen/Southwest

SOUTH 
PHOENIX 
REGION

1

The Neighborhood and its Children

The Laveen/Southwest Suburban Neighborhood is located in 
the southern part of the First Things First South Phoenix Region. 
Geographically, it is the largest neighborhood in the region.  It is 

served by three elementary school districts, Fowler, Riverside and 
Laveen. The Laveen/Southwest Neighborhood has a total population 

of 66,146 and 8,643 of those are children ages 
birth through 5. Most of those very young 

children are Hispanic or Latino (60%), 16% 
are White and 11% are African American.  

Sixty-nine percent of households with 
children under the age of 6 are married 

couple families, while 21% are single 
female headed households. 

The Neighborhood  Economy

Median incomes in the Laveen/Southwest 
Suburban neighborhood vary.  Households 

in the area served by Laveen Elementary 
School District reported the highest 

median income in the First Things First 
South Phoenix Region, with married 

couple families at over $81,000. 
Yet, the median income of 

married couple families 
in the area served by 

Riverside  
Elementary was 

roughly $53,000, 
and single female headed households in the 

area served by Fowler Elementary were at 
roughly $25,000. The Laveen/Southwest 

Neighborhood has the lowest child 
poverty rate in the region, with 24% 

of children birth through 
5 were in families earning 

LESS THAN THE 
FEDERAL 
POVERTY 

LEVEL2

24%

8,
64

3 KIDS AGES 0-5 1
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2

of children 0-5 in the neighborhood living in 
households in poverty and 45% of family survey 
respondents reported having gone without at 
least one basic need in the past year. 

Housing

As compared to the other neighborhoods in the region, 
parents surveyed in the Laveen/Southwest Neighborhood are 
the second least concerned about having stable housing. Three 
percent reported that they went without a home or place to stay 
over the previous 12 months. 

Kindergarten Readiness 

In the three districts serving the Laveen/Southwest Neighborhood, there 
were 1,270 children enrolled in kindergarten. Research shows that children 
who have early learning skills at kindergarten do better on standardized tests in 
3rd, 4th, and 5th grades.4 Just 18% of students at Fowler School District entered 
at grade level in 2010/2011, similar to Riverside School District at 14% that same 
year.

Family Reading 

One factor contributing to kindergarten readiness is families reading together. Parents 
in the Laveen/Southwest Neighborhood read to their children the most frequently of any 
neighborhood in the First Things First Region. Almost 
one-third (32%) of parents surveyed reported reading 
to their child more than 5 days in the last week. 

There is a lack of children’s books in the home. In the 
Laveen/Southwest Neighborhood, 43% of parents 
said they had 10 children’s books or fewer in the 
house. Research shows that children in homes with 10 
or fewer books do poorer on standardized tests even 

at 4th grade compared to children who have access 
to more books.6 Parents are also reporting not 

taking their children to the library. Thirty-four 
percent of parents surveyed in the neighborhood said they didn’t go to the library in the 

last month. 

Reported  
READING TO 
THEIR CHILD for 
more than 5 days 

in the last week5

32%
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Early Learning and Education

The problem for children who are not ready for kindergarten is that 
their school difficulties may continue to persist through 3rd grade 
and beyond. The AIMS standardized tests check how well children 
are reading at 3rd grade. Fifty-nine percent to 73% of 3rd graders in 
the Laveen/Southwest Neighborhood were at or above the reading 
standard on the test, leaving about  a quarter to a half below the 
reading standard. 

Third grade reading scores are an excellent predictor of later school 
success, including high school graduation rates and career success.8 
Twenty-four percent of the population over the age of 25 had less than 
a high school diploma.

Health Care 

There were 310 children born to mothers in the 
Laveen/Southwest Neighborhood in 2009. Seventy-
six percent of mothers received prenatal care in 
their first trimester of pregnancy, but 11% of babies 
were born at low birth weights, similar to Arizona at 
7% that same year.  

There are many medical providers for the population, 
at a ratio of 1 primary care provider for every 480 
people in the Phoenix - South Central Primary Care 
Area, more than Maricopa County at one provider 
for every 739 residents. 

24%  
of the population 
over 25 has less 
than a high school 
diploma7

primary care provider ratio,  
phoenix - south central 9

1 PRIMARY CARE PROVIDER FOR EVERY 480 PEOPLE

3
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Report Produced by Applied Survey Research
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First Things First is committed to helping Arizona 
kids five and younger receive the quality education, 
healthcare and family support they need to arrive at 

school healthy and ready to succeed.

Knowledge of First Things First 

Roughly half of parents in the Laveen/Southwest Neighborhood 
were knowledgeable about what First Things First does in the 
community (46%). And 21% of Laveen/Southwest Neighborhood 
parents reported attending parenting classes and parent 
support groups, as compared to 15% to 34% in other 
neighborhoods in the First Things First South Phoenix 
Region. 

To better understand the diversity within the region, the South Phoenix Regional Council 
has divided the region into regional neighborhoods. They have defined four neighborhood 
areas in the region: Maryvale; a portion of Central City South; Laveen/Southwest 
Suburban; South Phoenix. These divisions are used to better identify and target the 
needs and assets of children in the region.

FIRST THINGS FIRST SOUTH PHOENIX REGION

ATTENDED SUPPORT 
GR

O
U

PS
5

21%

SOURCES
1  U.S. Census Bureau. (2011). Table QT-P2- Single years of age and sex. American Community Survey. Retrieved from http://factfinder2.census.gov.
2 U.S. Census Bureau. (2012). Table B17006- Poverty status in the past 12 months of related children under 18 years, 2007-2011 5-year estimates. American 
Community Survey. Retrieved from http: factfinder2.census.gov. 
3  Fowler, Riverside and Laveen School Districts. (2014). DIBELS scores. (Personal communication February 13, 2014).
4 Annie E. Casey Foundation. (2010). Early Warning! Why Reading by the End of Third Grade Matters. Retrieved June 23, 2010 from http://datacenter.kidscount.org/
5 Applied Survey Research. (2014). [First Things First – South Phoenix Region: Survey for parents with children ages 0-5]. Unpublished data. Watsonville, CA.
6 Center for the Improvement of Early Reading Achievement. (1998). Improving the Reading Achievement of America’s Children. University of Michigan.
7  Arizona Department of Education. (2012). Graduation rate. Retrieved from http://www.azed.gov.
8 Applied Survey Research. (2008). Does readiness matter: How kindergarten readiness translates into academic success. San Jose, California: Applied Survey 
Research.
9 Arizona Department of Health Services. (2013). Primary care area statistical profile. Retrieved from www.azdhs.gov.

For all other sources and neighborhood data, please view the complete First Things First South Phoenix Region 2014 Needs and Assets Report at http://www.
azftf.gov.
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Neighborhood Spotlight 
Maryvale

SOUTH 
PHOENIX 
REGION

1

The Neighborhood and its Children

The Maryvale Neighborhood is located in the Northwest 
corner of the First Things First South Phoenix Region. While 

geographically small, it represents the largest neighborhood in the 
region. The neighborhood is served by Cartwright and Pendergast 

Elementary Districts. The Maryvale Neighborhood 
has a total population of 175,787 and 23,075 

of those are children ages birth through 
5. Most of those very young children are 

Hispanic or Latino (85%), 7% are White and 
4% are African American.  Sixty percent of 

households with children under the age of 6 
are married couple families, while 26% are 

single female headed households. 

The Neighborhood Economy

The Maryvale Neighborhood has more than 9,000 children under the age of six 
(39% of the population) living in poverty.  The Maryvale Neighborhood had 

the highest percentage of family survey respondents who reported having 
gone without basic needs in the past year (57%). Median incomes in the 

Maryvale neighborhood varied widely, with married couple families in the 
area served by Pendergast Elementary School 

District earning roughly $66,000 per year and 
married couple families in the Cartwright 

Elementary area earning roughly 
$37,000. Single female headed 

households in the area 
served by Cartwright 

Elementary School 
District had a 

median income 
of $20,724, 

roughly half the 
income needed for 

self-sufficiency in Maricopa County. 

of children birth through 
5 were in families earning 

LESS THAN THE FEDERAL 
POVERTY 
LEVEL2

39%

23
,0

75 KIDS AGES 0-5
1
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2

Housing

As compared to the other neighborhoods in 
the region, parents surveyed in the Maryvale 
Neighborhood are least concerned about having 
stable housing. Thirty-four percent reported that they 
went without a home or place to stay over the previous 12 
months. 

Kindergarten Readiness 

In the two districts serving the Maryvale Neighborhood, there 
were 3,258 children enrolled in kindergarten. Research shows that 

children who have early 
learning skills at kindergarten 
do better on standardized tests in 
3rd, 4th, and 5th grades.4 According 
to the DIBELS, an assessment of 
children’s early literacy skills, 58% 
of kindergartners in 2012/13 in the 
Pendergast School District are in need of 
substantial intervention to meet benchmarks.

Family Reading 

One factor contributing to the poor outcomes in 
kindergarten readiness is tied to the lack of families 
reading together. Over half (60%) of parents surveyed 
reported reading to their child 3 or more days in the 
last week. 

There is a lack of children’s books in the home. In the 
Maryvale Neighborhood, 47% of parents said they had 
10 children’s books or fewer in the house. Research 
shows that children in homes with 10 or fewer books 

do poorer on standardized tests even at 4th grade 
compared to children who have access to more books.6 Parents are also reporting not taking 

their children to the library. Forty-six percent of parents surveyed in the neighborhood said 
they didn’t go to the library in the last month. 

Reported  
READING TO 
THEIR CHILD for 
more than 5 days 

of the last week5

19%

58%
Kindergartners NEEDING  
SUBSTANTIAL INTERVENTION3
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Early Learning and Education

The problem for children who are not ready for 
kindergarten is that their school difficulties may 
continue to persist through 3rd grade and beyond. The 
AIMS standardized tests check how well children are 
reading at 3rd grade. Roughly two-thirds (64% to 69%) 
of 3rd graders in the Maryvale Neighborhood were 
at or above the reading standard on the test, leaving 
about a third below the reading standard. 

Third grade reading scores are an excellent predictor of 
later school success, including high school graduation 
rates and career success.8 High school graduation rates 
ranged from 77% to 86% across the four high schools in 
the neighborhood in 2012. 

Health Care 

There were 3,519 children born to mothers in the 
Maryvale Neighborhood in 2009. Seventy-six 
percent of mothers received prenatal care in their 
first trimester of pregnancy, but 7% of babies were 
born at low birth weights, similar to Arizona at 7% 
that same year.  

There are many medical providers for the population 
of Phoenix, at a ratio of 1 primary care provider for 
every 480 people in the Phoenix - South Central 
Primary Care Area, more than Maricopa County at 
one provider for every 739 residents. 

86%

GRADUATION RATES RANGED 
AMONG THE 4 MARYVALE HIGH 
SCHOOLS7

77%

primary care provider ratio,  
phoenix - south central 9

1 PRIMARY CARE PROVIDER FOR EVERY 480 PEOPLE

3
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First Things First is committed to helping Arizona 
kids five and younger receive the quality education, 
healthcare and family support they need to arrive at 

school healthy and ready to succeed.

Knowledge of First Things First 

Parents in the Maryvale Neighborhood were among the least 
knowledgeable about what First Things First does in the 
community (46%). And Maryvale neighborhood parents reported 
attending parenting classes and parent support groups 
at the lowest levels (15%), as compared to 21% to 34% 
in other neighborhoods in the First Things First South 
Phoenix Region. 

To better understand the diversity within the region, the South Phoenix Regional Council 
has divided the region into regional neighborhoods. They have defined four neighborhood 
areas in the region: Maryvale; a portion of Central City South; Laveen/Southwest 
Suburban; South Phoenix. These divisions are used to better identify and target the 
needs and assets of children in the region.

FIRST THINGS FIRST SOUTH PHOENIX REGION

ATTENDED SUPPORT 
GR

O
U

PS
5

15%

SOURCES
1  U.S. Census Bureau. (2011). Table QT-P2- Single years of age and sex. American Community Survey. Retrieved from http://factfinder2.census.gov.
2 U.S. Census Bureau. (2012). Table B17006- Poverty status in the past 12 months of related children under 18 years, 2007-2011 5-year estimates. American 
Community Survey. Retrieved from http: factfinder2.census.gov. 
3  Pendergast School District. (2014). DIBELS scores. (Personal communication February 13, 2014).
4 Annie E. Casey Foundation. (2010). Early Warning! Why Reading by the End of Third Grade Matters. Retrieved June 23, 2010 from http://datacenter.kidscount.org/
5 Applied Survey Research. (2014). [First Things First – South Phoenix Region: Survey for parents with children ages 0-5]. Unpublished data. Watsonville, CA.
6 Center for the Improvement of Early Reading Achievement. (1998). Improving the Reading Achievement of America’s Children. University of Michigan.
7  Arizona Department of Education. (2012). Graduation rate. Retrieved from http://www.azed.gov.
8 Applied Survey Research. (2008). Does readiness matter: How kindergarten readiness translates into academic success. San Jose, California: Applied Survey 
Research.
9 Arizona Department of Health Services. (2013). Primary care area statistical profile. Retrieved from www.azdhs.gov.

For all other sources and neighborhood data, please view the complete First Things First South Phoenix Region 2014 Needs and Assets Report at http://www.
azftf.gov.
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Neighborhood Spotlight 
South Phoenix

SOUTH 
PHOENIX 
REGION

1

The Neighborhood and its Children

The South Phoenix Neighborhood is located in the eastern part 
of the First Things First South Phoenix Region. The neighborhood 

is served by Roosevelt Elementary District. The South Phoenix 
Neighborhood has a total population of 125,261 and 14,782 of those 

are children ages birth through 5. Most of those very young children are 
Hispanic or Latino (72%), 10% are White and 12% are African American. 

Sixty-one percent of households with children under the age of 6 are 
married couple families, while 28% are single female headed households. 

The Neighborhood Economy 

It is estimated that more than 5,500 children 
birth through 5 are living in families in poverty 
in the South Phoenix Neighborhood, 38% of 
the population. More than half (53%) of family 
survey respondents reported having gone 

without a basic need in the past year. The 
majority of students in all schools in the district 

qualified for free and reduced price lunch which is 
based upon income. Married couple families in the area 

served by Roosevelt Elementary 
District earned approximately $54,000  

per year.  

of children birth through 
5 were in families earning 

LESS THAN THE 
FEDERAL 
POVERTY 

LEVEL2

38%

14
,7

82 KIDS AGES 0-5
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2

Housing

As compared to the other neighborhoods in the 
region, parents surveyed in the South Phoenix 
neighborhood were the second most concerned about 
having stable housing. Eight percent said that they went 
without a home or place to stay over the previous 12 
months. 

Kindergarten 
Readiness 

In the Roosevelt School 
District serving the South 
Phoenix Neighborhood, there 
were 1,096 children enrolled 
in kindergarten. Research 

shows that children who have early learning skills at kindergarten do 
better on standardized tests in 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades.4  According to the 
DIBELS assessment, an assessment of children’s early literacy skills, 63% 
of kindergartners in 2012/13 in the Roosevelt School District were in need of 
substantial intervention to meet benchmarks.

Family Reading 

Parents in the South Phoenix Neighborhood were among those to read to their children the 
least frequently in the First Things First South Phoenix Region. Over a third (37%) of parents 
surveyed reported either not reading at all to their child in the last week, or just reading to their 
child on one or two days. 

There is a lack of children’s books in the home. In 
the South Phoenix Neighborhood, 48% of parents 
said they had 10 children’s books or fewer in the 
house. Research shows that children in homes 
with 10 or fewer books do poorer on standardized 

tests even at 4th grade compared to children 
who have access to more books.6 Parents are 

also reporting not taking their children to 
the library. Forty-two percent of parents 

surveyed in the neighborhood said they did not go to the library in the  
last month. 

Reported either  
READING TO 
THEIR CHILD on 
six or more days 

in the last week5

20%

63%
Kindergartners NEEDING  
SUBSTANTIAL INTERVENTION3
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Early Learning and Education

The problem for children who are not ready for kindergarten is that their school difficulties may 
continue to persist through 3rd grade and beyond. The AIMS standardized tests check how 
well children are reading at 3rd grade. About half (54%) of 3rd graders in the South Phoenix 

Neighborhood were at or above the reading 
standard on the test, leaving about half below the 
reading standard. 

Third grade reading scores are an excellent predictor 
of later school success, including high school 
graduation rates and career success.8 Seventy-one 
percent of high school students graduated from 
South Mountain High School in the neighborhood in 
2012, a downward trend from 85% in 2008. 

Health Care 

There were 2,408 children born to mothers in the 
South Phoenix Neighborhood in 2009. Seventy-nine 
percent of mothers received prenatal care in their 
first trimester of pregnancy, and 8% of babies were 
born at low birth weights; similar to Arizona at 7% 
that same year.  

There are many medical providers for the population 
of Phoenix, at a ratio of 1 primary care provider for 
every 480 people in the Phoenix - South Central 
Primary Care Area, more than Maricopa County at 
one provider for every 739 residents. 

85%

71%

2008

2012

GRADUATING HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS 

from South Mountain  
High School7

primary care provider ratio,  
phoenix - south central 9

1 PRIMARY CARE PROVIDER FOR EVERY 480 PEOPLE
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First Things First is committed to helping Arizona 
kids five and younger receive the quality education, 
healthcare and family support they need to arrive at 

school healthy and ready to succeed.
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Knowledge of First Things First 

Parents in the South Phoenix Neighborhood were knowledgeable 
about what First Things First does in the community (48%). 
And South Phoenix neighborhood parents reported attending 
parenting classes and parent support groups at the 
midrange levels (24%), as compared to 15% to 34% in other 
neighborhoods in the First Things First South Phoenix 
Region. 

To better understand the diversity within the region, the South Phoenix Regional Council 
has divided the region into regional neighborhoods. They have defined four neighborhood 
areas in the region: Maryvale; a portion of Central City South; Laveen/Southwest 
Suburban; South Phoenix. These divisions are used to better identify and target the 
needs and assets of children in the region.
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