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Nadine Mathis Basha 
Co-Chair, Early Childhood Task Force 
Chair, First Things First Board 
 
Don Budinger 
Co-Chair, Early Childhood Task Force 
Chairman & Founding Director 
The Rodel Foundations 
 
Lyn Bailey, Ed.D 
Assistant Superintendent 
Washington Elementary School District 
 
Mary Baldwin 
Community Investor 
Boeing Company 
 
Rene Bartos, MD 
Vice President of Systems of Care 
Medical Director 
Mercy Care Plan 
 
Deal Begay 
Vice Chair 
Cocopah Indian Tribe 
 
Victoria Begay 
Enterprise Account Manager 
Frontier Communications 
 
Andrea Benkel 
Director of Early Childhood Education 
Summit School of Ahwatukee 
 
David Bradley 
Senator 
State of Arizona 
 
Keri Campbell 
Senior Director of Preschool Services  
& Co-Curricular Tuition Programs 
Great Hearts Academies 

Heather Carter 
Representative 
State of Arizona 
 
Terri Clark 
Arizona Literacy Director 
Read On Arizona 
 
Patrick Contrades 
Vice President 
Arizona Business & Education Coalition 
 
Amy Corriveau 
Deputy Human Services Director 
City of Phoenix 
 
Marilee Dal Pra 
Vice President of Programs 
Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust 
 
Lavonne Douville 
Senior Vice President  
Community Development 
United Way of Southern Arizona & Tucson 
 
Riley Frei 
Superintendent 
Bullhead City Elementary School District  
& Colorado River Union High School District 
 
Annapurna Ganesh, Ph.D 
Faculty 
Early  Care & Education Program 
Mesa Community College 
 
John Giles 
Mayor 
City of Mesa 
 
Neil G. Giuliano 
President & Chief Executive Officer 
Greater Phoenix Leadership
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Erin Hart 
Chief Operations Officer 
Expect More Arizona 
 
Darren Hawkins, D.Min. 
Senior Pastor 
Sierra Vista Presbyterian Church 
 
Shalom Jacobs 
Deputy Director of Field Operations 
Arizona Department of Child Safety 
 
Jessica Jarvi 
Senior Vice President 
Deputy General Counsel 
Alliance Bank of Arizona 
 
Verna Johnson 
Health Program Specialist 
Inter Tribal Council of Arizona 
 
Leah Landrum Taylor 
Assistant Director for the Director’s Office 
Arizona Department of Economic Security 
 
Laurie Liles 
President & Chief Executive Officer 
Arizona Grant Makers Forum 
 
Darlene Little, Ed.D 
Chief Executive Officer 
Tanner Community Development  
 
Erin Lyons 
Chief Executive Officer 
Child-Parent Centers 
 
Shana Malone 
Critical Initiatives Project Manager 
Arizona Health Care Cost Containment 
System 
 
Liz McKenna, MD 
Pediatrician, Healing Hearts Pediatrics, PLC 
Arizona Chapter of the American Academy 
of Pediatrics 
 
 
 

Joyce Millard Hoie 
Executive Director 
Raising Special Kids 
 
Franciso Muñoz 
Tribal Council Member 
Pascua Yaqui Tribe 
 
Dana Naimark 
President & Chief Executive Officer 
Children’s Action Alliance 
 
Jill Norgaard 
Representative 
State of Arizona 
 
Karen Ortiz, Ph.D 
Vice President & Program Director for  
Early Childhood Education 
Helios Education Foundation 
 
Marie Peoples, Ph.D 
Chief Health Officer 
Coconino County Health Department 
 
Suzanne Pfister 
President & Chief Executive Officer 
Vitalyst Health Foundation 
 
Bryant Powell 
City Manager 
Apache Junction 
 
Pam Powell, Ed.D 
Chair of Teaching & Learning 
College of Education 
Northern Arizona University 
 
Kim Russell 
Executive Director 
Arizona Advisory Council  
on Indian Health Care 
 
Nicol Russell 
Deputy Associate Superintendent of  
Early Childhood Education 
Arizona Department of Education 
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Vivian Juan Saunders 
Education Director 
Ak-Chin Indian Community 
 
Sheila Sjolander 
Assistant Director 
Public Health Prevention Services 
Arizona Department of Health Services 
 
Laurie Smith 
Board of Advisors, The Arizona Community 
Foundation of the Gila Valley 
 
Ruth Solomon 
Member 
First Things First Board 
 
Brian Spicker 
Senior Vice President, Community Impact 
Valley of the Sun United Way 
 
Kelly Townsend 
Representative 
State of Arizona 
 
Ginger Ward 
Chief Executive Officer 
Southwest Human Development 
 
Robert Weigand 
Senior Lecturer 
T. Denny Sanford School of Social  
& Family Dynamics 
Arizona State University 
 
Richard Yarbough 
Administrator 
Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST THINGS FIRST STAFF 
 
Sam Leyvas 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
Michelle Katona 
Chief Program Officer 
 
 
FACILITATION TEAM 
 
Lori McClung 
Advocacy & Communication Solutions 
 
Scarlett Bouder 
Advocacy & Communication Solutions 
 
Sharon Flannagan-Hyde  
Flanagan-Hyde Associates 
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