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DRAFT MEETING MINUTES

Family, Friend and Neighbor Sub-Committee

Committee Members in Attendance

Committee Members Attending Telephonically

Staff Members in Attendance

Members of the Public in Attendance

Members of the Public Attending Telephonically

Facilitator (telephonically)

Call to Order

Karen Ortiz, Chair, Diane Fellows, Susan Jacobs,
Sibieanne Martinez, Barbara Mezzio, Barb
Milner, , Jakob Raskob, Suzanne Schunk, and
Alan Taylor

Dorothy Johnson

Sandy Foreman and Cami Ehler — Leads. Amy
Kemp, Elsa Romero, and Karen Woodhouse

Allison Comport, VSUW; Eleanor Droegemeier,
Regional Director South Pima; Jonathan
Gonzales, Regional Director South Phoenix;
Jennifer Johnson, Regional Program
Administrator; Aimee Kempton-Sarosi,
Regional Director Pinal; Catherine Kirk,
Professional Development System Specialist;
Sara Ocampo, Program Coordinator ASCC;
Karen Peifer, Sr. Director for Children’s Health;
Kristin Richardson, Program Data Analyst; Karen
Yearwood, Regional Director North Phoenix

Margaret Arnold-Rowells, Vice President
Summa Associates;

Leslie Anderson, Leslie Anderson Consulting,
Inc.

The regular meeting of the First Things First — Arizona Early Childhood Development and Health Board,
Family, Friend and Neighbor Sub-Committee was held on March 22, 2012 at First Things First, 4000
North Central Avenue, Board Room, Phoenix, Arizona 85012. The meeting was called to order by Chair
Ortiz at approximately 1:04 p.m. A brief welcome was made by Chair Ortiz; everyone in attendance
introduced themselves and the organization which they represent.

Review of Sub-Committee Structure and Role

Chair Ortiz gave brief overview of the structure of the committees and sub-committees.
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Overview of FFN Care

a.

Definition of FFN Care

Cami Ehler, Program Specialist began discussion with definitions and terms, what do they mean?
Define the definition of FFN, common definition, what we mean, what we are talking about,
common direction toward systems building.

Demographic Characteristics of FFN Care

Susan Jacobs, Association for Supportive Child Care addressed the demographics of FFN Care.
Kith & Kin has been in existence since 1999, family member, friend or neighbor unintentional
care provider, doing favor for someone else. These providers are defined as “unregulated care
providers”, most providers not caring for many children. ASCC provides training and materials
on health, safety, first aid, car seat and crib safety. Program began with 3 groups, currently have
77 groups with assistance from Bank Street College of New York and United Way have provided
funding, training is available in Maricopa, Yuma, and Coconino County.

Sara Ocampo, Program Coordinator, Association for Supportive Child Care, addressed the
characteristics of the population which are majority relatives, specifically grandmothers not
raising grandchildren just caring for grandchild. Motivated to help family not begin business,
share same backgrounds as families, most cases no payment made for services. Bartering is
done in most cases, payment of utilizes, groceries, or rent. ASCC provides 14 week training
sessions in the fall and spring, at this time there are 40 partners that provide the community
outreach. 2 models ASCC delivers; 14 week training session, 2-4 hours dependent on topic.
Home visiting model is second and not most popular of the two. Topics of discussion are;
nutrition, brain development, environment, language and literacy. Care givers relationships and
business. Topics recently added are child car safety, fire safety and smoke alarm use.

Health and Safety Conference is held once a year for participants who have completed the 14
week training session.

ASCC provides a Kith & Kin program which serves approximately 1200 providers. Average
number children in care is about 2.2% or 2600 children. Child Care Assessment Tool for Relatives
is used which was developed for this particular type of setting. Pre and Post observation is
conducted by ASCC.

Research and Promising Models

Aimee Kempton-Sarosi, Regional Director Pinal, provided an overview of FFN care in the Pinal
region. Factor; area is widely spread out, limited services, location, cost; environment, cultural
and language are barriers. Seeking to provide a home visitation/community based training
model.

Limited services and recruitment to the field. Partnerships with Tribal community,

Barbara Mezzio, Central Arizona College; spoke regarding the barriers some FFN providers face;
insurance and seeing selves as not being a business.
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Jakob Raskob, Arizona Department of Economic Security stated that DES is looking at where do
they need care.

Eleanor Droegemeier, Regional Director South Pima; spoke regarding targeting rural area.
Focus/target small areas 8-10 miles outside of Tucson, language and culture cohesive that
connects families, 20 providers are target.

Ms. Ocampo stated that difficult to gauge business community into the Kith and Kin projects,
Nannies are example. Ms. Jacobs stated that it is socially acceptable to use a Nanny versus a
Child Care Provider, different social, economic issue. Ms. Milner said it is complicated to define
groups and programs developed and become catch all’s which then programs try to adapt to
needs. Family providers and Kith and Kin providers do not feel need to become regulated.

Ms. Johnson reminded the committee not to forget the young people, grandparents that need
to learn the basics. Specific and important information that is valuable.

FTF Standards of Practice for FFN Strategy
Ms. Ehler referenced the SOP included in the packets. She stated the information is a couple of
years old and the research is in need of updating. Task to define FFN important part of the SOP,

what are the programs and models that all can agree upon that would provide samples,
reference and strong descriptions in the SOP.

Adjourn
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:00 p.m.
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