
 
 

Arizona Early Child Development and Health Board 
Navajo Nation Regional Partnership Council 

DRAFT MINUTES 
 

Call to Order/Welcome 

A Regular Meeting of the First Things First Navajo Nation Regional Partnership Council was held on March 11, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. The 
meeting was located at the Dine College, Tuba City Campus, 600 Edgewater Drive, Tuba City, Arizona 86045. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Vice Chair Boyne at approximately 10:12 a.m. followed by introduction of the Regional Council, 
staff, and guests. 
 
Members Present: Benjamin Barney, Grace Boyne, Rhonda Etsitty, Valonia Hardy, and Paula Seanez; Byrde Nez attended 
telephonically 
 
Members Absent: Martin Ashley, Amelia Black, Harry Martin, and Jeannette Yazzie 
 
FTF Staff Present: Melissa Begay, Ellen Felty, and Virginia Turner 
 
Call to the Public 
There we no calls to the public at this time. 
 
Discussion and Possible Approval of February 11, 2014 Regular Meeting Minutes 
A motion was made by Member Etsitty that the Regional Council approve the February 11, 2014 Regular Meeting minutes. Member 
Barney requested a word correction in second paragraph of the second page. The motion was then seconded by Member Hardy. 
Motion carried.  
 
Review and Discussion on SFY2014 Quarter Two Data and Financial Reports 
Regional Director Begay provided a brief overview of the SFY2014 Quarter Two Data and Financial Reports by goal area including 
Community Awareness, Evaluation, Family Support, Parent Outreach and Awareness, Family Support, Health, Professional 
Development, and Quality and Access. Specifically, Regional Director Begay noted that the Native Language Preservation strategy 
will not be awarded in SFY2014; Navajo County Public Health Service District – grantee of the Nutrition/Obesity/Physical Activity 
strategy – is in the final year of grant agreement and will soon respond to new scope of work; and Dine College – grantee of 
Scholarship non-TEACH strategy – is currently in the first quarter of the grant agreement and has not expended any funding. In 
addition, the recent hire of a Child Care Health Consultation based in Show Low, Arizona will serve Quality First centers within the 
Navajo Nation, Navajo/Apache, White Mountain Apache Tribe, and San Carlos regions. In regards to the Expansion: Increase slots 
and/or Capital Expense strategy, Pinon Unified School District elected forego expansion of additional preschool classrooms due to 
low population of preschool children, and unavailable qualified child care professionals. Regional Director Begay indicated that any 
allotted funds that are not expended will be moved into the Carry Forward. 
 
Member Seanez and Member Etsitty requested additional discussion to further clarify the Expansion: Increase Slots and/or Capital 
Expense, and Quality First strategies in regards to regional participants. Member Barney requested a presentation to further explain 
the funding plan process and Quality First star ratings. Member Seanez also requested additional information regarding use of 
Quality First warmlines, and trends of expenditures for each grantee to better inform the Regional Council. 
 
Discussion and Work Plan Development for System Building Theme, “To Coordinate and Influence Shared Vision Among Early 
Care Providers” 
Regional Director Begay presented the Navajo Nation Regional System Building Work Plan with the Regional Council’s prioritized 
theme, “To coordinate and influence shared vision among early care providers.” Influenced by the FTF goal area of Early Learning, 



Regional Director Begay noted that Navajo Nation school readiness indicators 1, 2, and 10 will also be addressed by the selected 
theme. Regional Director Begay asked that the Regional Council consider activities or efforts that would help to improve 
communication and coordination among all early learning partners, help reduce issues through a shared vision through identifying 
common goals and objectives, and improve continuity of services that will produce desired outcomes and impacts. 
 
Member Seanez commented that the Regional Council should first identify and consider the outcomes in previous regional Funding 
Plans to inform outcomes and impacts for System Building. Member Seanez also indicated that discussion surrounding a redefinition 
of child care that would encourage concepts of early literacy and quality early learning, and varying early childhood needs 
throughout the region will impact discussion by Regional Council regarding System Building within the Navajo Nation region. Focus 
groups were recommended to assist discussion. 
 
Member Barney recommended that the rules and regulations for other programs be considered in planning as well as information 
regarding operations of other programs.  
 
Regional Director Begay encouraged the Regional Council to consider aligning System Building actions and discussions with current 
or future planning of the Regional Council, including the FY2016-2018 Strategic Plan. 
 
Regional Director’s Report 
Regional Director Begay provided updates for the 2014 Early Childhood Workshop: Learning Begins at Home on April 7 in Gallup, 
NM, the Strategic Planning for SFY2016 to 2018, and public tribal data for 2014 Needs and Assets Report. In regards to the Strategic 
Planning process for SFY2016 to 2018, Regional Director Begay provided an updated timeline including notes of April presentations 
by Navajo Family and Children Services and Growing In Beauty to assist in the evaluation of regional services. Regional Director 
Begay asked that the Regional Council continue to consider previous and current challenges, strengths, and resources when moving 
forward in Strategic Planning process. As for the tribal data approvals for the 2014 Needs and Assets Report, Regional Director Begay 
is in the process of obtaining approval from the Tuba City Regional Health Care Corporation health board. July was also 
recommended for the New Member Orientation for new Regional Council members. 
 
Presentation on Dentistry 
Mary Tyler, Assistant Director of the Navajo County Public Health Services District, provided a presentation overview of the Tele-
Dentistry program, where screenings are completed in mobile units by hygienists in rural areas and transmitted to dentists to 
develop a treatment plan. Specifically, Ms. Tyler provided step-by-step information regarding the tele-dentistry experience as well as 
information about tools and technology that are used by hygienists and dentists to provide services. Surveys are also provided to 
parents/caregivers to ensure quality of program, which continue to be positive for the program. Ms. Tyler reported that the program 
continues to create healthy early experiences with dentist, and receive education about good oral hygiene to ensure that children 
ages birth to five are healthy. 
 
Member Seanez inquired about the possible development of partnership with Navajo Head Start to provide services to children 
within centers. Regional Director Begay indicated that SFY2015 is the planning year to begin conversation about tele-dentistry with 
regional health care centers and other so that services are made available to children and families across the Navajo Nation region. 
 
Regional Council Member Announcements 
There were no member announcements at this time. 
 
Adjournment 
Due to loss of quorum, the Regional Council did not motion for adjournment. The meeting ended at approximately 12:40 p.m. 
 
Dated this 12

th
 day of March, 2014 

 
ARIZONA EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT & HEALTH BOARD 
 
Navajo Nation Regional Partnership Council 

 
      
Elyse V. Dempsey, Administrative Assistant II 

 
      
Grace Boyne, Vice Chair 
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Happy Homes 

 

First Things First 
Regional Council Meeting 

April 8, 2014 
 

Maya Sugarman 
Food Project Coordinator, COPE Project 

 

Community Outreach &  
Patient Empowerment 

 Formal collaboration since May 2010 between IHS,                
CHR Program, and Brigham & Women’s Hospital/Partners in 
Health (Boston) 

 COPE activities: 

 CHR training and patient materials 

 Clinic-community coordination 

 Focus on prevention & management of chronic diseases 
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Access to Healthy Foods: 
A New Direction 

The COPE Experience: 

✔ CHR outreach and education 

✔ Encourage healthy lifestyles 

✔ Better health for some  

    

   BUT…. 
  …. Still so many barriers: 

 ✗ No running water 

 ✗ No electricity / fridge 

 ✗ Only shop once a month 

 ✗ Little access to healthy foods 

Access to Healthy Foods: 
A New Direction 

New York Times, January 29, 2014 
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Healthy Habits, Happy Homes 

 

• One-on-one, home-
based intervention in 
Boston 

• Resulted in changes 
in habits and 
decreased BMIs 

Happy Homes 
• 8 sessions for families about 

healthy habits 

• Kids and their parents make 
goals and track their progress 
on calendars 

• Lots of games and activities 

• Aim of Happy Homes is to 
decrease childhood obesity 
and increase access to 
healthy foods 
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Access to Healthy Foods 

• Funding for families who 
participate to receive free 
bag of groceries every week 

• Helps families be healthier 
and teaches us more about 
distribution options 

Healthy Habits 

More meals as a 
family (with TV off) 

Getting plenty of sleep 

Less juice or soda, 
More water instead! 

Less fast food,  
More fruits & veggies! 

Less time watching TV 

Adapted with permission from Healthy Habits, Happy Homes Program Materials (CDC funded 1U48DP00194) 
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Routines 

Adapted with permission from Healthy Habits, Happy Homes Program Materials (CDC funded 1U48DP00194) 
 

Session 1: 
Routines 

Kids age 3 to 5 need 11 to 13 hours of 
sleep every day! Kids age 6 to 10 need 10 

to 11 hours of sleep. 

Adapted with permission from Healthy Habits, Happy Homes Program Materials (CDC funded 1U48DP00194) 
 

Session 2: 
Sleep 
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Kids should limit 
TV and other 
screens (video 
games, 
computers) to no 
more than 2 
hours a day!  

Session 3: 
Screen Time 1 

Kids see lots of ads for 
unhealthy foods and 
drinks! 

Adapted with permission from Healthy Habits, Happy Homes Program Materials (CDC funded 1U48DP00194) 
 

Session 4: 
Screen Time 2 
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Kids should get at 
least 1 hour of active 
play a day! 

Session 5: 
Activity 

Adapted with permission from Healthy Habits, Happy Homes Program Materials (CDC funded 1U48DP00194) 
 

Doctors say everyone - 
especially kids -  should 

eat 5 servings of fruits and 
vegetables a day! 

Session 6: 
Fruits and 
Vegetables 
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Water is the best 
thing to drink! 

Low-fat milk is good, 
too! 

Adapted with permission from Healthy Habits, Happy Homes Program Materials (CDC funded 1U48DP00194) 
 

Session 7:   
Fast Food and 
Sugary Drinks 

Traditions are 
often passed 
down through 

families. 

What traditions or 
values do you 

want your children 
to learn? 

Adapted with permission from Healthy Habits, Happy Homes Program Materials (CDC funded 1U48DP00194) 
 

Session 8:  
Family Time 
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Structure of Sessions 

• Check in 

• Icebreaker game 

• Interactive Activity (parents and kids) 

• Discussion (parents) 

• Make a promise 

 

Motivational Interviewing 

• Parents are the experts in their own lives! 

• We can support them to make decisions about 
how this makes sense in their families 

• Using OARS in groups 
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 Phase 1: 
 Kayenta (Monument Valley HS); Teec Nos Pos (FACE Program/NTU); Hanaadli 
 (Kindergarten); Crownpoint (FACE Program) 
 Phase 2: 
 Sweetwater; Counselor; Borrego Pass; Torreon 
 

Next Steps 

• Program evaluation 

• Robust food distribution plans 

• Identify partners to expand program 
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Thank you! 
maya@copeproject.org 

206-920-5674 

Adapted with permission from Healthy Habits, Happy Homes Program Materials (CDC funded 1U48DP00194) 
 

mailto:maya@copeproject.org


Budget Category Total Cost

Total Allotted Budget  $         30,000 

CONTRACTED SERVICES  $                30,000 

Educational Reinforcement Items  $                14,555 

Collateral Materials  $                  6,900 

Event Sponsorships  $                  8,000 

Event Participation  $                     200 

Event Supplies  $                     345 

OTHER OPERATING EXPENSES  $                30,000 

Total  $         30,000 

Budget Narrative--provide description of the activities and rationale for funding level for each line item

Educational Reinforcements  $          14,555.00 

Quantity Unit Total Cost

1500 $5.95 $8,925 

1500 $0.75 $1,125 

700 $1.40 $980 

1000 $0.40 $400 

500 $4.25 $2,125 

500 $1.50 $750 

500 $0.50 $250 

Collateral Materials and External Printing $6,900 

$2,500 

$4,400 

$8,000 

Event Participation $200 

Event Supplies $345 

Jumbo Crayons

Fridge Magnet "My Art"

Early childhood education books will be purchased for distribution to 

children at regional events.  1000 books @ $2.50 = $2,500

SFY2015 Community Awareness  Budget - FTF Directed Strategy

Sponsorship of region specific events

FTF branded educational reinforcements

Informational booths at conferences

Contracted Services Subtotal

Description of Line Item

Newborn Onesie

Scholastic books and external printing

Educational reinforcement items to be disseminated to families at regional and 

sponsored events. Additionally, 1500 newborn onesies will be included in the Early 

Literacy Kit.  The hospitals on the Navajo Nation will distribute kits to new moms. 

Item

Community awareness supplies and equipment

Other Operating Sub Total

Grocery Bags

• Early education (e.g. Breastfeeding Awareness)

• Public health, safety and assistance (e.g. Car Seat Clinic) 

• Family support events (e.g. ZooFest) 

• Professional development events for early care and education professionals or 

health professionals (e.g. Northland Pioneer College's Early Childhood Fair)

Community awareness supplies may include: new banners (sturdier ones that are less 

likely to fall over); navy tablecloth; memory cards for cameras, dollies for hauling 

boxes; iPhone microphone and tripod, USB Drive, etc. 

Community Outreach Coordinator will identify conferences/workshops where an FTF 

booth will be set up to provide network opportunities.

Magnetic Message Board

Event Sponsorships:  A Request for Sponsorships will be utilized to fund and support events that are meaningful, and 

complement the vision and mission of First Things First in measureable, effective ways.  The request for sponsorship 

announcement will be released electronically (email, listserv, etc.), that will include the Event Sponsorship Guidelines and 

Application (attached).  Event sponsorship funding amounts will range from $250 to $5,000. The average sponsorship 

amount awarded is $2,000.   Events that target families with children birth through age 5,  that focuses on the following 

areas will be considered:

12,000 of the "Early Childhood Everyday" newsletter will be circulated 

across the Navajo Nation semi-annually.  Regional staff will continue to  

develop the content of the newsletter and in partnership with Navajo 

Times; Navajo Times will print, insert and distribute the ECE newsletter 

for a cost of $2,200 for each edition. 

Infant Dental Care Kit

Book Name Plate Sticker



 
 

FIRST THINGS FIRST – NAVAJO NATION REGIONAL PARTNERSHIP COUNCIL:   
EVENT SPONSORSHIP APPLICATION GUIDELINES 

 
WHO WE ARE 
First Things First (FTF), approved by Arizona voters, works to ensure that our youngest children have access to 
quality early childhood experiences so they will start school healthy and ready to succeed. Across the state, FTF 
regional partnership councils – in collaboration with local leaders – identify the educational and health needs of 
children from birth to age 5 in their communities and fund strategies to address those needs. 
 
OUR MISSION 
First Things First is one of the critical partners in creating a family-centered, comprehensive, collaborative and 
high-quality early childhood system that supports the development, health, and early education of all Arizona’s 
children birth through age five. 
 
OUR VISION 
All Arizona’s children are ready to succeed in school and in life. 
 
Sponsorship Guidelines 
The intent of sponsorship funding is to support events that are meaningful, and complement the vision and 
mission of First Things First in a measureable, effective way and ultimately give support to First Things First’s 
mandate to raise awareness and effectively communicate about early childhood development and health.  
 
What type of events does the Navajo Nation Regional Partnership Council sponsor? 
Sponsorships for consideration must complement the vision and mission of First Things First and must raise 
awareness and effectively communicate the importance of early childhood development and health in the 
communities and to families of the Navajo Nation region in Arizona.   
 
Types of events that will be considered must focus on the following areas: 

 Early education 

 Early childhood literacy 

 Public health, safety and assistance services targeting families with children birth through age five 

 Family support events targeting families with children birth through five years of age 

 Professional development events   for early care and education professionals or health professionals 
working with children birth through five years of age 

 Capacity building events  that target organizations located in Navajo Nation, Arizona supporting families 
with children birth through five years of age 

 
Organizations may submit multiple sponsorship applications each year.  Sponsorship funding is available for 
events in amounts ranging from $250 to $5,000. The average sponsorship amount awarded is $2,000.  
 
In submitting an application for sponsorship, the applicant consents to the following:   

 First Things First may issue a press release in advance of event. 



 First Things First staff may contact you after your event and ask you to share stories, photos, quotes, 
and any additional feedback you would like to share regarding our participation. 

 First Things First may use social media to promote the event. 
 
Are there events not eligible for sponsorship? 
Yes.  Events that do not complement the vision and mission of First Things First, or those that do not address 
one of the aforementioned focus areas will not be considered for sponsorship.  Also, First Things First does not 
make sponsorship available to: 
 

 Individuals 

 Scholarships or events raising money for scholarships 

 Direct healthcare services 

 Fundraising events (this includes events where funds benefit early childhood development and health 
programs or partners) 

 Political events,  political action committees, candidates, causes, and lobbying 

 First Things First funded events /programs  

 Endowment campaigns 

 Events that discriminate based on race, color, religion, gender, age, national origin, disability or political 
affiliation 

 
In addition, as a state agency, First Things First must abide by state statutes governing the use of public monies. 
As such, expenditures that absolutely will not be allowed from FTF funds include: food, party supplies, 
construction supplies (lumber, etc.), entertainment (bouncy house rentals, golf tournaments, sporting events, 
etc.), equipment rental (vehicles, stages, portable toilets, etc.), and raffle prizes. 
 
How do I apply? 
All potential applicants must complete the attached Navajo Nation Regional Partnership Council Sponsorship 
Application, a completed W9 form (attached), a letter of request from the organization, and if applicable, a copy 
of the event sponsorship package description.  Supporting documentation that will be accepted includes: 
promotional materials for the event, copies of media coverage from prior events, letters of support from other 
sponsors or community partners, and copies of materials to be distributed at the event.   
 
NOTE: In order to avoid delay in payment, please be sure to use the exact name and address listed with the 
IRS when completing the attached W9 Form. 
 
What is the selection procedure? 
All applications are reviewed and evaluated by the Navajo Nation Regional Partnership Council Community 
Awareness Committee and the First Things First External Affairs Team.  Final funding decisions may be made by 
the First Things First Chief Executive Officer or his/her designee. 
 
When and how will I be informed when a decision has been made regarding my application? 
Applicants can expect a response regarding the decision of their sponsorship application within 45 days after an 
application has been received by First Things First.  Status call will not be accepted. 
 
Is there any follow-up after the event is completed? 
Yes, First Things First staff may contact you after your event and ask you to share stories, photos, quotes, and 
any additional feedback you would like to share regarding our participation. 



Submission Checklist: 
 Completed Sponsorship Application 
 Letter of Request on Organization Letterhead 
 Completed W9 Form 
 Other Supporting Materials (Optional) 

 
All required forms and supporting documents may be mailed or emailed to the following: 
 
Navajo Nation Regional Partnership Council 
Attention: Sponsorships 
PO Box 2449 
Window Rock, AZ 86515 
 
Email: mbegay@azftf.gov 
Phone: 928.810.4306 
 
 
First Things First is not responsible for applications lost in the mail or not received due to technical issues 
outside of our control.  All eligible events must be completed within the State Fiscal Year in which funding is 
provided.  (July 1, 2014 -June 30, 2015). Sponsorship applications are reviewed and processed in the order in 
which they are received. Funding is limited.  
  

mailto:mbegay@azftf.gov


  
 

 
 

FIRST THINGS FIRST – NAVAJO NATION REGIONAL PARTNERSHIP COUNCIL:   
EVENT SPONSORSHIP APPLICATION   

 
Applicants Information: 
 
Organization’s Name: 
Address: 
Contact Person Name / Title: 
Contact Person Phone / email: 
 
Organization Background (including mission and vision): 
 
Overview of Event: 
 
Date / Time / Location of Event: 
 
Summary of Event: 
 
Outline of Activities to Occur at Event: 
 
Is this an annual event?  If yes, please share outcomes from previous years. 
 
What is the target audience for the event? 
 
How many participants are expected to attend the event?  What percentage of the expected participants will be 
families with children birth through age five who are from the Navajo Nation region in Arizona? 
 
Does this event complement the mission and vision of First Things First? If yes, please explain. 
 
How will this event IMPACT the Navajo Nation region in Arizona? 
 
What other community partners are supporting and/or sponsoring this event?  
 
 
Sponsorship Package: 
Among each of the activities listed below, please check those activities that will be used to promote First Things 
First’s sponsorship of the event.   
 

 Recognition at event  

 Media recognition 



 Logo on event materials 

 Sponsorship table at event 

 Ability to address participants 

 Ability to distribute First Things First educational material  
 
For those activities checked, please provide a clear description of how First Thing First sponsorship will be 
acknowledge at the event?   (If applicable, please include a copy of your sponsorship package description.) 
 
 
Budget: 
Sponsorship Amount requested from FTF: 
 
Please provide a general description of how sponsorship dollars will be used:  
 
 
Measure Success: 
How will you measure the success of this event: 
 

 
Certification 
Organizations that receive sponsorship funding from First Things First must certify that funds will be used in 
accordance with these Event Sponsorship Guidelines. 
 
I certify that our organization is using sponsorship funding in accordance with these Event Sponsorship 
Guidelines and as presented in this application. 
 
Print Name: 
 
Authorized Signature:       Date: 



Type of 

Agreement
Strategy Strategy Description

Service Provider                       

(FTF Contractor)
Grant Award

Contracted 

Service Units

Strategy 

Allotment

Grant or 

Renewal 

Offer

Target Service 

Units

$700,000 

2nd Year Grant 

Renewal 

Diné College $32,780 20  

professionals 

receiving 

scholarships

 $66,560 20  

professionals 

receiving 

scholarships

2nd Year Grant 

Renewal 

Northland Pioneer 

College

$297,875 70  

professionals 

receiving 

scholarships

 $327,663 70  

professionals 

receiving 

scholarships

3rd Year Grant 

Renewal

Coconino Community 

College

$60,000 20  

professionals 

receiving 

scholarships

 $66,000 20  

professionals 

receiving 

scholarships

$460,000 

3rd Year Grant 

Renewal

Navajo County Public 

Health Services District

$300,000 2,000 oral 

health 

screenings & 

varnish 

applications; 

200 adults 

trained

$460,000 4,000 oral 

health 

screenings & 

varnish 

applications; 

500 adults 

trained

2015 REGIONAL PROGRAMS

SFY2015

Oral Health

SFY2014

The Diné College Early Childhood Educator Project supports the preparation of Navajo 

early childhood educators on the Navajo Nation. The objective is to recruit and retain 

at least 20 ECE teacher candidates at the associate degree level at the Tsaile Campus.

Northland Pioneer College assists in the preparation and ongoing professional 

development of early educators and caregivers within the region.  Participants select a 

pathway which includes early childhood and developmental courses delivered on-site.  

Participants will complete course work leading towards the nationally recognized Child 

Development Associate (CDA) Credential in Infant-Toddler and/or Preschool emphasis 

for center, and family child care settings.

Tuba City High School (TCHS) and Coconino Community College have an existing 

partnership to create an expanded feeder program for TCHS students to provide all 

required courses to prepare students to complete the application for the CDA, 

participate in the required observation activity in a federally approved facility, and take 

the CDA exam by the end of the summer following high school graduation. 

Navajo County Public Health Services District (NCPHSD) implements an oral health 

assessment, dental fluoride varnish and a parent early child care provider education 

program in communities in Navajo Nation targeting services to children 0-5 years old 

and their parents.  NCPHSD sub-contracts with Coconino County Public Health Services 

District (CCPHSD) in order to assist in the provision of services in the western area of 

the Navajo Nation.  Additionally, NCPHSD will identify, organize, coordinate and 

collaborate with partners to design and implement a tele-dentistry program in SFY16.

Scholarships non-TEACH



$72,698 

Multi-Regional     

3rd Year Grant 

Renewal

American Academy of 

Pediatrics AZ 

Foundation

$72,698 7 participating 

practices; 

12,656 books 

distributed

$72,698 7 practices; 

13,000 books 

distributed

$428,963 

2nd Year Grant 

Renewal 

Chicanos Por La Causa, 

Inc

$389,966 150 familes 

served, 150 

children 

screened; 150 

developmental 

screenings 

conducted

$428,963 150 familes 

served, 150 

children 

screened; 150 

developmental 

screenings 

conducted

  $180,000 

RFGA

$280,000 16,800 Food 

Boxes 

distributed

9,00 Food Boxes 

distributed

 $200,000 

New Grant 

Agreement

Child Care 

Development Fund

$200,000 75 home based 

providers
$200,000 75 home based 

providers

 $600,000 

New Grant 

Agreement

Navajo County Public 

Health Services District

$600,000 3,000 Adults & 

3,000 children 

attended

$600,000 3,000 Adults & 

3,000 children 

attended

Improves the health and safety of young children by providing community-based 

health education on a variety of topics including: healthy food choices and appropriate 

physical activity.

Nutrition/Obesity/Physical Activty

Reach Out and Read

Doctors, nurse practitioners, and other pediatric healthcare professionals, are trained 

in Reach Out and Read's evidence-based model, incorporate the intervention into well 

child visits, by advising parents about the importance of reading aloud, educating 

parents about early literacy developmental milestones, and giving developmentally 

appropriate books to children to take home.  The program begins at the 6-month 

checkup and continues to age 5, with a special empahasis on children growing up in 

low-income communities.  

Home Visitation

Provides training and financial resources to unlicensed and/or unregulated family, 

friend and neighbor caregivers.

Family, Friends, and Neighbors

Parents as Teacher's evidence based home visitation model program is utlized for 150 

expectant parents and families with children birth to five years old.   Parent Educators 

work with families through four service delivery components including 1) personal 

visits conducted once a month or more frequently based on family needs 2) Group 

connections held in a vareity of community settings across the region 3) Development 

screenings conducted 90 days of family enrollment and 4) resource network that 

connects families to needed resources.  Program outcomes include increase parent 

knowledge or early childhood development and improve parent practices, early 

detection of developmental delays and health issues and increasing children's school 

readiness and school success.  A 10 percent increase in SFY2015 strategy funding will 

support any additional travel or program costs, as the grantee continues to expand 

services in the region.   

Food Security

Distribute food boxes and basic necessity items to families in need of assistance who 

have children birth to 5 years old. Improves the health and nutrition of children 5 and 

younger and their families.
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