
    

 
  

 
MINUTES 

Regional Partnership Council Meeting 
August 13, 2013 

 
 
Welcome and Call to Order 
The regular meeting of the First Things First Northeast Maricopa Regional Partnership Council was held on August 
13, 2013 at the St. Patrick’s Catholic Community Administration Building, 10815 North 84th Street, Scottsdale, 
Arizona 85260. 
 
Chair VanMaanen called the meeting to order at 4:13 p.m., and welcomed everyone in attendance.  Chair 
VanMaanen read Council Member Ron Henry’s resignation letter who resigned because he has moved to the 
Bahamas for a one-year contract with his employer.  Senior Director Wendy Sabatini asked First Things First 
employees Dr. Christine Stein, Sr. Program Specialist, and Ann Kaskel, Child Care Health Consultant, to introduce 
themselves. 
 
Members Present 
Chair Patricia VanMaanen and Council Members Bill Myhr, Mary Permoda, Jenny Stahl, Stu Turgel and Dana Vela 
 
Members Absent 
Vice Chair Marie Raymond and Council Member Joanne Meehan 
 
Members of the Public 
There were five members of the public present. 
 
Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes of July 9, 2013 
Council Member Turgel moved to approve the May 14, 2013 regular meeting minutes. Council Member Vela 
seconded the motion, and it was approved unanimously, 6-0. 
 
Needs and Assets Presentation 
Deanna Kaplan and DeeDee Avery of the Norton School at the University of Arizona reviewed their PowerPoint 
presentation regarding the process which will be followed for the Needs and Assets Report that they have been 
contracted to provide for the Regional Council.  In response to questions from Council members, Ms. Kaplan 
responded that since this is a base report, there will not be any individual surveys that will be conducted.  Council 
Member Sturgel asked that recommendations be included and was assured that they would be in the report.  
Senior Director Wendy Sabatini stated that with the merging of the Northeast and Central Maricopa regions, there 
might be some potential for consolidation of the report which could free up some funding for other items 
requested by the Council.  The Chairs and Vice Chairs of the Northeast and Central Maricopa Councils will be 
meeting August 22nd with Steve Lynn to start talking about items such as is it best to combine the reports, keep 
them separate, etc.  Dr. Myhr stated he will be able to provide data for Ft. McDowell.  Council Member Stahl also 
stated she could provide additional data for her school district (Cave Creek). 
 
Parent Coaching and Support Services 
Nadine Alfonso and Lorraine Ciavola reviewed their PowerPoint presentation regarding their program as well as 
details on their outreach activities to generate more referrals.  The program offers bilingual services, and they are 
expanding their services to other areas in the region to include North and South Scottsdale, Cave Creek and 
Fountain Hills.  Major barriers to increased enrollment have been that despite the fact of having visited every 

1 
 



    

 
  
school district and emailed every district as well as outreach to AzEIP, no referrals have been received from AzEIP 
nor any from the Special Ed departments at the school districts.  Outreach has also included meeting with multiple 
employees at AzEIP.  Additional outreach to AzEIP has included contacting the support coordinators and program 
managers and also developing a referral form that if the child does not qualify for AzEIP, the form could be filled 
out at that time and the form could be mailed back to them for follow-up.  Council Member Stahl stated that the 
non-Special Ed directors could also be a resource at the school districts.  Outreach activities have included placing 
brochures at over 50 preschools as well as outreaching to pediatricians who practice in the region and were 
attending a conference in Sedona.  Discussion also took place that although parents are mailed a brochure about 
this program by DDD after failing to qualify for their services, it appears that parents are under the impression that 
since their child doesn’t qualify for those services, they don’t realize they may still be in need of and do qualify for 
services under this program.   
 
System Building 
Senior Director Sabatini reported that Council Member Permoda and Community Outreach Coordinator Oluyi met 
with her to discuss how to strengthen the partnership between the Regional Council and the faith community.  
Council Member Permoda reported on the results of the meeting and stated that she has access to a distribution 
list of over 400 email addresses of faith organizations, and the plan is to have First Things First submit information 
on the importance of early childhood education and the programs that are available that will then be sent out to 
those 400 individuals.  Additionally, Council Member Permoda stated there is an opportunity for multiple 
presentations in the faith communities.  There are also two interfaith breakfasts that are held at St. Patrick’s each 
year, and each have between 100 and 200 participants in attendance where information could also be presented 
about First Things First.  She stated there is also a Community Navigator program in the City of Scottsdale for 
people in faith communities who are just starting to tap into the social services areas and by the time the 20-30 
hour program is completed, providers know where the services are that may be accessed for all of the different 
needs that their community members might have.  Bruce Johnson at Scottsdale Presbyterian leads the program, 
and First Things First staff had previously made contact with him about the program.  A faith panel discussion will 
also be held at the First Things First Summit, and attendees will be approached about providing a commitment to 
be an ambassador and be able to tell the story of First Things First to those individuals they talk to.  In response to 
a question from Chair VanMaanen regarding implementation, Council Member Permoda stated that most of the 
steps are very easy, in that the six-week email blast is ready to be sent out as soon as they receive material from 
First Things First.  Community Outreach Coordinator Oluyi is preparing that information.  Chair VanMaanen asked 
that it be a priority to highlight programs which are being funded in the region.  Council Member Permoda stated 
she has also already contacted Pastor Johnson and the Community Navigators, plus the Summit presentation will 
be held in two weeks.  Council Member Stahl will forward a list of over 100 churches from the Cave Creek area to 
Council Member Permoda. 
 
Community Outreach 

a. Community Outreach Budget 
Senior Director Sabatini stated that based on actual costs for the strategy, due to an increase in personnel 
costs for the 5% State employee pay increase as well as increased insurance costs; the actual amount for 
Community Outreach for FY14 will be $81,926 versus the $77,000 which had previously been approved by 
the Council members. 
 
Council Member Turgel moved to increase the allotment for the Community Outreach strategy for FY2104 
in the amount of $4,926, for a new allotment of $81,926.  Council Member Myhr seconded the motion, 
and it passed unanimously, 6-0. 
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b. Monthly Community Outreach Report 
Community Outreach Coordinator Tina Oluyi gave her monthly report and indicated that she had visited 
with all of the parks in Scottsdale and left First Things First brochures with each of them.  Community 
Outreach Coordinator Oluyi stated she also met with the grant manager who oversees the Paradise Valley 
Unified School District family resource center.  Although it is in North Phoenix, since part of Paradise 
Valley is in Northeast Maricopa, families from this region use services at the center. 

 
c. Early Childhood Every Day 

Community Outreach Coordinator Oluyi presented a brief Early Childhood Every Day presentation and 
provided resource materials to the Council members which contained the core messages. 

 
A short recess was taken at 5:21 p.m.  The meeting reconvened at 5:24 p.m. 
 

Community Outreach Coordinator Oluyi continued with her Early Childhood Every Day presentation.  
Council Member Turgel asked that the core messages that are on the notecards be provided to the 
Council members in electronic format so that they could be added to a Facebook page, etc. and shared 
more readily. 

 
Director’s Update 

• Senior Director Sabatini stated that benchmarks will be set by Maricopa/Phoenix benchmark committee 
which will begin meeting next week on those indicators which many of the regions have all selected.  
Senior Director Sabatini reviewed Attachment 5 which is the benchmark summary for Indicator #7, the 
number/percentage of children age 2-4 at a healthy body weight.  As other benchmark summaries are 
developed, they will be shared with the Council. 

• Senior Director Sabatini stated that there will be one funding plan for the newly combined region, and 
that the discussion as of how to facilitate the transition to the new region will occur on August 22 when 
the Northeast and Central Maricopa Chairs and Vice Chairs meet with First Things First Chairman Steve 
Lynn.  Chair VanMaanen asked Council members to let her know if there are any particular items they 
wanted addressed at the meeting. 

• Regarding Ft. McDowell, a letter will be sent out from First Things First asking if Tribal leadership wishes 
to remain in the region or opt out and have their own regional council.  A meeting will be set up with 
Tribal leadership to talk thoroughly about the consolidation and their decision of opting in or out. 

• Senior Director Sabatini thanked everyone for submitting their Council member paperwork and reminded 
them that everyone needs to still take the two required trainings. 

 
Regional Council Member Updates 
Council Member Stahl stated school was back in session. 
 
Council Member Myhr stated that they are also back in school and recruiting for families for the home visitation 
program.  He also stated that there has been an increase in students. 
 
Call to the Public 
Leslie Matus with the City of Scottsdale Library Knowing and Growing Program reported about the Summer 
Transition program at the Paiute Center and stated that it was a huge success with over 50 parents participating, 
to include mothers, fathers and grandparents.  The program was presented bilingually.  The children were tested 
before and after the eight-week program.  One of the teachers stated that the gains in the program were more 
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than usually seen in the first three months of kindergarten.  Ms. Matus also shared comments from the parents 
about the program. 
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business, Chair VanMaanen adjourned the meeting at 5:55 p.m. 
 
Submitted by: 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Caitlyn Hollins, Administrative Assistant III 
Maricopa Region 
        

Approved by: 
 
 
 
       ________________________________________ 
       Patricia VanMaanen, Chair 

Northeast Maricopa Regional Partnership Council 
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